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GOMINIGAN. 



Philip's features bore testimony to the 
pleasure he feit in haviag accomplished bis 
öbject; he went down stairs in Company 
with Avril, whom he gently rebuked for 
having endeavoured to dissuade his mästet 
from tHe commendable resolution he had 
adopted. The Airican expressed nothing 
resentful at the censure, but 3eemed not to 
approve the eamestness with which the de- 
lay had been insisted upon : however, they 
parted good Ifriends. 

Annette was extronely anxious for her 
father's return^ and^ when she saw him com» 
ing down die street, went forward to meet 

yoL. iiu B ' 
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him. Philip's satisfactory smile, which shc, 
,at some distance, discovered, convinced her 
that his influence had been successfully cx- 
erted} she was overjoyed, and would not 
let him go undl he had told all the particu- 
lars of his application to Monsieur Le Brun. 
^ They were yet Standing opposite the little 
rustic portico of the auberge, which nearly 
fronted the prison gate, when Philip per- 
reived the Count and Monsieur Pierard 
Walking down, the former with his arm in 
a sHng, and supported on one side by his/ 
worthy host. Avril walked behind them, 
carrying in his hand a large stick, which he 
seemed to have borrowed for theoccasion; 
no doubt under the apprehension of some 
treachery on the part of the prisoner.. 

Philip ran over to announce the happy 
tidings to the Chevalier, and to prepare him 
for the Visit: m his way he acquainted the 
jailor wich what had happencd, exciting in 
him no little astonishment, and raising his 
vanity considerably > as he made no doubt 
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but Monsieur Le Brun would reward' him 
liberally, for the seventy and neglect with 
which he had treated bis enemy, 

Philip entered the cell rather abfuptly, 

and had scarcely time to acquaint the Cheva« 

^ Her of the approach of Monsieur Le Brun, 

when the sound of bis footsteps was hekrd 

upon the stafirs. 

The intelligence fired the Chevalier : he 
Started up, and by a sudden efFört over-^ 
threw Philip, who, expecting any thing 
but such an attack, was not on bis guard : 
the Chevalier foUowed up the advantage, 
and, placing bis knee upon the veteran's 
breast, exclaimed — " Villaini you have 
betrayed m^T' 

Monsieur Pierard, hearing the noise, in» 
sisted on the Count's returning; which, 
with much reluctance, he acquiesced in. 
Avril darced for ward into the cell, and sce- 
ing the Situation of bis comrade, had lifted 
the cudgellie bore, for the purpose of finish- 
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ing what he had began at the shepherd's^ 
hut^ whei\ Philip, ^ exerting his strength, 
^ucceeded in relieving himself from his Op- 
ponent, and in throwing him towards the 
fernher part öf the cell By this very sca- 
sonable efFort, the Ch^valier's head was 
saved fröm the imminent danget with wbich 
it was threatened by the uplifted weapon. 

Avril, nevertheless, in themoment of in- 
dignation^ was preparing to wreak his ven- 
geance on the discoihfiled prisoner, when 
Philip sdzed the durt of his coat, and held 
him. back; at the same time exclaiming-— 
*' Förbear I— forbear — he is mad P* 

The generous African's wrath subsided 
instantly, and was succeeded by compassibnt 
he lost no time in raising Philipe wfao was 
much bruised by the sudden fall he had ex-^ 
perienced. At this moment the jaUor^en- 
tered with one of his men, and, notwith- 
standing the entreaties and remonstrances of 
jPhilip, caused a heavy chain tp be fastened 
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to one of che Chevalier's fetters; the other 
end being locked to a holt, high up in tbe 
wall, and beyond tbe priscmer s reach. 

In the mean whjle Avril had followed h^ 
master, who npw^agreed with Monsieur Pie- 
rard^ that no attention should be paid to the 
request forwarded.by Philip ; who certainly 
would have suffcred in the Count's opinion; 
had the lattet attributed his conduct to any 
other motive than benevolence. 

The deplorable predicaoient in which 
'the Chevalier was placed, wrung the heairj: 
of the Veteran, who nqw qnitted , the cpU 
at the jailor 's perempt<?ry command« The 
poor fellow experienced the keenest anguish 
in bdsig debarred access to bis former com^ 
mander; he sighed Xeavily, and Unding 
that no suppiication could move th^ caU 
lous beart of the jailor, had recourse to 
means at which his conscience in some mea# 
sure revolted, and which greatly offended 
his pride. 

He offercd the hardened kceper a bribe i 
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The efFect was rapid: in a momcnt all 
was conciliation and courtesy, and the as- 
sumed rudeness was changed into servile 
adulatian. The honest Veteran in his heart 
spurned the villain's duplicity, but he knew 
, there was no alternative; thcrefore, letting 
the matter have its course, he left the pri- 
son, and went to ihform his daughter of 
the dreadfui condition in which he had 
left the Chevalier. 

There was a certain frankness in Phi- 
lipps nxanner that rendered k impossible 
for him^ at any time, to disguise his senti- 
ment«: his open, unreserved demeanour, 
and his ingenuous countenance, at once 
disclosed his sentiinents; therefore when, 
from motives of prudence, he informed 
Annette thät she could Aot atjtend the Che- 
valier while Ke was in such a State of men- 
tal derangement, she readily discovered 
that nothing would please him more than 
to.see her undertake the office of nurse; 
an office which she was noless desirous to 
enter upon. 



A ROMANCE. 7 

She therefore combated all Philipps 6b- 
jections in regard to her personal safety, 
by observing, that, being so manacled and 
secured, no danger -need be apprehended. 
The old soldier would himself have at- 
tended thc Chevalier; but, after the expres- 
sion the latter had dropped, it appeared in- 
adviseable to be with him; lestsome unplea- 
sant discussion or explanation might arise, 
and lead to a discovery of the prisoner's 
real name and rank. 

- Philip, therefore, resolved on allowlng 
Annette to attend the Chevalier, and pro- 
inised that she should be introduced to .him 
in the evening: he niade no doubt but the 
attendance, both of himself and of Annette, 
Vould be dispensed with by the Count and 
his laify during their stay at Appenzel; nor 
of the Chevalier's b^ing consigned to the 
gräve before the party -should leave that 
place. 

Thinking it probable that the landlord 
could give some information respecting 
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the woman's having quitted theduty'she 
|)ad undertaken; or, at least, that he might 
disclose semething which should lead to 
the discovcry of her present abode, the 
Veteran invited him to partake of the little 
V dinner Annette had prq)ared: but it was in 
vain that questions and inuendos were put ; 
the bost knew notbing more than what he 
had before stated } unless, indeed, that on 
the first morning after Philip had left Ge- 
selbach she appeared extremely agitated^ 
wept bitterly, and seemed to be in great 
distress of mind. Yet she did not relax; 
in b^r attentions to the prisoner, whp wa^ 
extremely ill on the morning wheu she 

first attended him. * 

... ^ 

Philip immediately concluded that sht was 
alFected at the melancholy scene, and ^ha4 
retired on account of che apprebensions she 
doubtless entertaincd, of the Chevalier's do- 
ing her some mischiefduringtheparo^^ysms 
of bis complaint: he did not bl^me her; 
tbough be ^usp^cted that^ with proper at* 
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tendance, the case would have praved more 
favoürable. 

\y hile tbey were sittbg at dinuer, a small 
close carriage stopt at tbe gate pf the pri- 
son: tbe j^or was calledj he instantly 
atteuded, and s^emed to shew^ gf ^^^ rcspect 
towards the person who was in the vehicie. 
After a little conversation» tbe lattet de- 
scended into the court. 

He appeared to be a Very old^ iafirm 
man, nearly bent double witb agej hi$ 
large grey beard flbwed in jinglets down 
bis breast, and he wore over his Shoulders 
an immense cloak of grey camblet^ whicli 
completely concealed every part of bis drest« 

Supported by t wo of the people belongt 
ing to tbe prison^ he proceeded to its mte^ 
rior ; the jailor following in the most sub» 
Hiissive, öbs^quious manner» The yenerable 
appearance of the visitor strvids;^ Philip for-» 
cibly: he asked the landlord if he knäw 
who it was. 

^^ I am not positivet" r^plied be» *' b^t i 
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doubt not that it 13 Monsieur Rosier, who 
is superintendant of the prisons in the can- 
ton of i^ppenzel ; and, in general, makes a 
tour every quarter to inspect their State, 
to See that the prisoners are treated with 
humanity, and have no cause of com- 
plaint/' 

** An excellent regulation, and worthy 
the adoption of all nations," said Philip: 
" but, alas! the accused rarely find an ad- 
Tocate ; much less a protectorl" 

The old soldier was curious to fcnow how 
the inspector performed bis duty, and was 
determined to be presentwhen he should 
be in the Chevalier 's cell. This he was the' 
more intent upon, because it appeafed pro-» 
bable, that, being in such a State of de- 
rangement, the prisoner niigh$ act in so 
wild a manner as to occasion orders being 
given for recourse to severer measuresj 
while it rather appeared, that the treatment 
the Chevalier had already experienced was^ 
in addition to the contusion on his head. 
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sufficient to have induced the most violent 
Symptoms of delirium, ^ 

Urged by that philanthropy vvhich was 
insepaxably his companion, Philip walked 
over to the jail : he had arrived at the foot 
of the stairs, whcn, as he was about to 
ascend, the jaiior called to him from an op- 
posite cell, saying, that no person was to go 
up until the boly father should.have finished 
his duties. 

** Holy father ! is it not Monsieur Ro- 
sier that is with him ?" 

" No," rejoined th« Jaiior, *« it is his 
confessor." ' 

" His confessor ! Pray what is his harne ; 
and whenee comes he P'* • 

" You seerai raighty curious,'* said the 
jaiior, " but I fear you will get Kttle infor- 
mation from me ; for all I can teil you is, 
Öiat the driver b£ his chaise states him to 
be the superior of a monastery of Benedic- 
tines; somewhere iii the canton of Zug, but 
1 forget the niame öf the pläct/' 
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Philip was not satisfied« 4)ut waited a fall 
hour until the priest descended, whicb». 
owing. to tetreme infirmity, he did with 
gteat difficulty} in £act, he was carried 
dowii the staif s, and rcplaced in his vehicle» 
by the aCtendants of the prison. 

In passing thröugh the portal, his coun« 
tenance was fiilly displayed to Philipe whq 
cpuld not) however, recognize him^ not^ 
withstanding he was keenly bent in ascer-. 
taining whetfaer, or not/it ^^8 the Domi- 
nican. Philip was rathet satisfied to the 
contrary, and lost no time in repairing to 
.the cell of the Chevalier» whom he fbund 
in a Tery different State to whnt he had 
left him in that nK>rn]ng. , S^fa^tlcm 
Beemed to glow on hjs chee^ a^ to iHume 
his eye; while his whole deineanour wa^ 
gay an4 cheerAiL But there was no der 
taching him frqm the subject of religio^ } 
on the beauties of which he* launched out 
in die most e^rtr^vag^nt terioß,; he tal^ed 
witb rapture of t^ absplution hß l^a^d xp- 
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ceived, and told PhiHp, that tbe father who 
had just quitted him^and was extremely skil^ 
fttl in the ari of medicine, had promised him 
that, by an early hour the next monung» 
his souI should be freed from mortal in* 
cumbrance, and wlng its way to heaven. 

^^ Philip, I feel my life fast ebbing ; re* 
covery is impossible ; my disease defies the 
art o£ man ; but I am happy : I am trans? 
ported with joy ! Abs, alas ! sinner that i 
have bee n ■ b at t he niorrow will tcr-* 
minate my crimes and my suiSerings !" 

The old soldier, thinking the, case be-i 
yond tänedy» was rather pleased than 
grieved at seeing the Chevalier in suchra 
h^py State of mind, and totally diresited Tof 
that incoherency which had burst fortb ia 
the morning : but ^ he was rather an hiai 
goard» bdiag determined noib to imdergä a 
rl^lietiti^ of theattack he had es^rienced^ 
ac&vmhstandmg s^^earances were^scx fiivdur«» 
^Ue» Bk conversaäeo chinied in essactly 
tnth tfa^ prisQKT'a thoqghts» and botb 



^ ^ 
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seerned to enjoy that subject so highly re- 
spected among Christians at all times, but 
especially when about to quit their earthly 

- frames. 

Philip was a strict catholic, a perfect mo- 
ralist, and could detail the miracles per- 
formed by various canonized relics as well 
as many of those abbots, aiid brothers^ 
who pride themselves on the.powers of their 

'. respective tutelars : he. did not let slip the 
opportunity for expatiating. on the merics of 
faith, and the happiness of dying in a State 
of punfication. 

True, Philip, you say right; *tis thät 
which makes me so cheerful, and has eiE^sed 
my mind of an enormous weigbt thathither*- 

. to oppfessed it, in consequence of the hor- 
rible excesses in which I have latterly in* 
dulged. My confessor assures me that to-. 
ipfiorrow I shall be numbered with the degd^* 
and häs pronaised^ that in the xooming lie 
will attend, accompan&d by some brothefi 
of bis monastery, torceidbratea.mäss, and 
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to administer the extreme ünction. Ima-i 
gine, my friend, my worthy, inestimable 
friend, ^imagine what. comfort I have re- 
ceived; imaginethe happiness that awaits 
xne! 

There was something ghastly in the coun- 
tenance of the Chevalier, something so scin- 
tiliating in his eyes, which seemed at timea 
to flash vith fire, that Philip made no doubt 
of the confessor's prediction being verified, 
Under that impression, he asked various 
questions relating to the Chevalier 's affairs; 
promising to falfil, to the best of his power, 
whatever instructions might be confided to 
him : but it did not appear that his Services 
could be of any avail ; the Chevalier stat. 
ing that he vjras a bachelor, free from every 
incumbrance, and that any little matteris 
relating to his funeral wouM be punctually 
attended to by the father confesson 

Philip staid some hours with his friendy 
who, notwithstanding the hilarity which^e- 
nerally prevailed, was at times absorbed^ vü 
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thoiight: at such moments the transition$ 
from atem, impassioned expression, to. that 
of exultadon, wer^ rapid and frequent: 
thes^ Philip macte no doubt proceeded from 
the antidpation öf heavenly beatitude, an4 
that the bursts of fury, to which he faad 
been subjcy;t, had givenr place to that calm« 
Hess, OT rauher to that gratifying r.eH^ction^ 
91 whicht^ he Chevalier x\qw «appeared to 



CqoBidering the da^ger to be past» he 
resolved that Axioeite sbould forthwith at* 
tend the Chevalier ; vho expressed himself 
v^ the most grateful terms for the kindness 
iQtended him: he would» however, have 
declined giving the girl that trouble9 bu( 
her father indsted upon it; saying that 
ihey would both attend him, sitting up by 
turns, so as to render the short remainder 
of life as little exposed as possible to want 
er incoavenience« 

The day was cloimg in apace, when Pht«» 
Up z%mL walked np. to Monsieur Fierard>: 
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« 

his master was sitting at the window of an 
apart ment that looked into a garden, at the 
back of the house. Seeing the old man 
approaching with another petition most le- 
gibly written in his countenance,, he smiied» 
and shook bis head in a very significant 
manner. 

<< Tou nuule but a sorry business of it 
this moming, Philip; and yet I am. a bad 
physiognomist iC you are not come with 
some new absurdity on th^ part pf that 
madman : but let me hear what you woold 
have." 

The Veteran feit encouraged by the 
Count*8 manner, s^d iq a, few wprds told 
him the who}e State of the case j decläring 
that the rejection of his petition, for An* 
nette to remain wkh him at Geselbach 
untU the pri$oner should be üiterred^ would 
render him truly mi$erable« 

His master rallied him on the foUy of 
such an attachment» which he djsemed a 
mistaken^ pr, indeed» an ill bestowed ^ct of 
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humanity : he poipted out to him the im« 
propriety of appearirig to take an active in- 
terest in the concerns of a man who had so 
behaved towards himself ; and concluded 
with cautioning him not to become the 
^dupe of one who had proved himself to bc 
totally devoid of principle.. 

" If, however," added the Count, " you 
are determined not to follow my advice, 
do as you please; I fear you will have 
cause to regret your obstinacy : nor can I 
help thinking that there must be morein 
the afiair than is offered to my considera* 
tion/' 

Philip assured the Count^ that nothing 
but his feelings could induce him to act 
in Opposition to the sentiments of so good 
a master: he then retired, and, having taken 
leave of jAvril, who wöuld have dissuaded 
him from the course he was >.follöwing, 
went back to the auberge, for the purpose 
of taking Annette over to the prison; in 
which the jailor, influenced by the douceur 
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he had received, consented that tbey should 
remain during that night ; though in so 
doing he subjected himself to severe cen- 

^ sure, or, eventually, to dismission from his 
Office. 

Philip found his daughter in tears, greatly 
alarmed, and attended by one of the länd- ^ 
lord's nieces. On his inquiring the cause, 
she desired the young woman to retire, 
when she stated, that, during his absence, 
she had walked a little way out of the town 
towards the bridge } that naving turned the 
Corner of a long wall that skirted the road, 
she ascended a rising ground, from which 

• she could indulge in a beautiful pj-ospec^ 
over the extensive and fruitful vale of the 
Tokenburg, when she saw a person ap- 
proaching from the opposite side of the 
eminehce. - 

It appeared to be a woman, habited in 
rather an unusual manner, and with a large 
cowl thrown over her head« The stranger, 
HZ she advanced^ kept her face concealed. 
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and haviqg now cQzne close to Annette» 
whö was SQ terrified th?it she could not 
move, placing one band on her Shoulder, 
and raising the other as in th<^ act of acdu- 
sation, in a hollow tone, and with great 
slowness of delivery, thus addressed her. 
. " Mark well my ^ordss. 

** This night, 

Shall bring dellght! 

To-morrow, 

Shall bring sorrow !" 

Havmg Said thus much she tumed roim(^ 
and before Annette could recover hersei/ 
eufSciently to demand vi explanation of 
the prophetic warning, for sudi she consir 
dered it, the woman had gauiM^ the bor* 
ders of a thick wood, wl^ch for many miles 
skirted the impecuous Thur, the rising of 
whose waters had so nearly caused the de* 
sc:nji€tso9 of the Count's party. 

Fill^d with wonder, and greatly alarme4 
at what had happened, Annette made the 
best of her wAy bi^ck tq the wberge, and 



> 
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bad scarcely time to thfow herseif iiito the 
first chair that offered, befcm her senses 
fied: the host was fortunately shting on 
a bench outside the dtoor, and, observin^ 
her agitation and the paleness that had su- 
perseded her ustial glow of health, ran tcß 
her assistance, and by h!s titnely arrival 
prevented her from Alling to the iQoor* 

However extraordinary the circunistance 
appeared, Philip was far from disposed to 
treat it seriously ^ he was not one of that 
superstitious tribe who attdbute every 
thing, that does not carry its owa explana- 
tion, to supernatural agency. But it was 
not vef y easy to dissuäde Annette from 
such a belief; jshe could not conceive it pos- 
^ble that any mortal would have addressed 
her in so stränge a manher, and had made 
up her mind not to enter the prison, yntil 
the period so emphatically announced might 
elapse. 

There now af rived at the auberge an old 
mzti^ leading a mule^ on which sat a young 



22 THE DOMINICAN : 

woman, of about eighteen years of age: 
they asked for a tiight's lodging, but were 
^nswered, that all the a}>artmentS| nay even 
the very stables, were occupied, in. conse- 
quence of a matket being to be held the 
next day : the disappoiiitment was great, and 
the partics were about to rctreat, when An- 
nette^ a ppening to hear them in conversa- 
tion, was Struck with the voice of the girl : 
forgetting her cares, sbe started up, and on 
proceeding towards the door, instantly re- 
cognized tl\e hospitable peasant of Rhei- 
nach, with his lovely daughter Eloise. 

The joy she feit at this unexpected meet- 
ing cannot be describedj she ran to the 
mule's side, and embracing her kind little 
friend, assisted her to alighc; dedaring 
there was ample accommodation, both for 
herseif and for her fathen 

Annette was in ecstasy. She led them in- 
to the apartment where her father was sit- 
tingi and acquainted hilft with the obliga- 
tions she was under to them, for their kind 
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and humane treatment on the night when 
sbe was ^o near being drowned. Philip said 
but liitte i but that little gave his guests to 
understand,* that gratitudß» jratber than lo- 
quacity, was his cha^cteri^c ; and that he 
feit more than he could cqmmnnicate. > 

If «vcr the veterah had entertained the 
smallest doiibt .regarding^ the veracity of 
Ahnette's memoirs, it ii^as now. cempletely 
banished: he had 'before. him two indis.-> 
pu table evidences. regarding one incident, 
which, in his mind, seemed to corrobo- 
rate the whole narrative: he was further 
strengthened in his conviction of its truth 
by the account the old man gave of others 
of the party : he stated that sevcral persons, 
whose description correspondedexactiywith 
Annette's detail, had crossed the lake on 
the day she left his hause, and proceede'd to 
Rheinach in search of her. Finding she 
was safe, they had taken the road to St. 
Gal; having with tüem a carriage, which 
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had been furnibhed by the post-master of 

1/iis was an additkmal cause for An« 
nette to become cbeerful : she inquired par- 
ticularly after the youths vho had first dis- 
covered her at the river side» and was in- 
formed they t^ere in health^ and probably 
would arme in the conrse of the next day, 
with a can cootadinng varions articies to be 
disposed of at the market. 

'' This/' said the old man, '' is the first 
time for sevexl past that we have ventured to 
bring our produce hither: during that pe- 
riod, the road.^ hare been so infested by 
the banditti which barbour to the seuth- 
ward, that none dared to travel by night, 
even in , large companies, lest they should 
üall in with some of Kaymond's parties. 
But you have them snug locked up Kere, 
1 understand, and now we may go on as 
fiormerly." 

" I wohdcr,", said Eloise, " what became 
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©f the gentleman and his wife, who he topk 
from their cottage under the oak/' 

The old man sighed — ** Ah, Eloise, they. 
were good souls ; all the country feit their 
kindness: but I suppose they were mur- 
dered; for no one has ever been known to. 
escape from the den of that monstcr." 

Annette's curiosity was highly «xcited:^ 
the manner in which Monsieur and Ma-; 
dame Vaison had been agitated, on finding 
themselves at a spot which correspoiided so 
exactly with Eloise*s description, and the 
very extraordinary circumstances they were 
under at the fortress, led her to ask whe-. 
ther, or not, the persons they allüded to, as 
having been carried ofF by Raymond, foU 
lowed any particular profession ? 

The old man answered, that the gentle- 
man was little known j that he arriyed ät 
the cottage seemingly not very rieh, and 
desirous of concealment ; that they lived 
with great parsimony, but always had a mite 
to bestow on the poor.. He ^jlded, that> a 

VOL. III. c 
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Short time after their arrival^ onc cf their 
childrcn, a girl about nine years of age, 
died, and was buried close to the cottage. 

This convinced Annette, that the doctor's 
nimily had taken refuge at the place where 
the ruine were seen under the oak; and, that 
the monument was erected in memoryof their 
jdaughter. She was proceeding to interrogate 
the otd man closely, thereby to ascertain all 
•the circumstances, when a message was 
brought from the jailor to ahnounce that the 
prison gates would be closed in a few mi« 
AUtes ; and, that if Philip and his daughter 
intended to pass the night there, it would be 
necessary for them to be over quickly j eise 
they could not be admitted. 

This intelligence occasioned some bustle; 
Elöise M'as anxious to learn the cause of 
Annette's sleeping in the prison, but no 
time was tobe lost; therefore, after settling 
that Eloise should occupy Annette's shäre of 
the bed, in which she was accommodated 
hv fhe laadlord's daughter, and that the 
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cid maa, should alcep on the truck which 
Philip had hired^ the party separated, each 
promising to communicace a thousaad inte« 
resting particulars the next day, so soon as 
opportunity might offer, 

Philip and his daughter hastened over ta 
the prison, in which the latter no sooner 
fbund herseif, than she called to mind what 
had been said ,by the woman on th6 hill. It 
immediately occurred to her ^ that the- pro« 
mised pleasure had been realizeid in the ar- 
riral of Eloise and her father : this confirmed 
her in the opinion of something awful being 
at band ; and> that the next day t^ould bring 
forth some evait, destructive to her happi* 
Hess; 

She would willingly have returned ; but 
her father pointed out> that, the prison gates 
being now locked for the night, it was im«. 
pQS§ible to recal the assent she had given ; 
also, that^ if it were otherwise, she could 
not be accommodated at the auberge; her 
bed being resigned to Eloise», 
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Annette ther'efore yielded to riecessity ; 
and, wkh ä heavy.heaf t, foUowed her father 
up stäirs. The gloomy passages, and the 
distant lamps, added to the precautions 
Ävery where apparent for the prevention of 
escape, tnade her tremble : her heart sunt, 
and she was next tö insensible when they 
' arrived at the door of the Chevalier's cell. 

Philip tapped as usual with his finger^ but 
no answer was given; he tapped again; still 
all was silence. . The door was not closed, 
but stood a few inches open ; so that what* 
ever stirred wjthin might be distinctly beärd. 
Not being able to distinguish even the sound 
of respiration, the veteran gently pu$hed 
the door, thereby to admit his head ; that he 
might See whether or not the prisoner was 
asleep. 

The Chevalier was, to all appearance, in 
a dying State : he lay on bis back, his eyes 
fixt, and his pallid countenance indicating, 
by the contraction of its muscles, and the 
Stare of the eye^ that the splrit was on the 
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point of deserting the flesh, The;^ old soWier 
sighed, and turning to Annette, told her 
that all was overi' that the prisoner was ia 
the agonies of death ! 

" But," added he, " while there is life^ 
there is hope ; let us chafe his temples, and 
give him a littFe wine ; possibly his strength 
may be restored, and he may yet recoven" 
. 1 hey entered the cell very cautiously, and 
seated themselves on opposite sides of the 
bed, for the purpose öf fulfiUing their kind 
intention» In doing this, Philip had placed 
himself in s^^ch a Situation as to observe the 
Chevalier 's face, while the light shone fully 
on that of Annette» 

The Chevalier, who only slumbered, 
was awakened by the Operations of his 
attendants, and, turning suddenly towards 
that side on which Annette was sitting, in- 
stanily recognized her features. Starting 
up in the bed, and thereby exposing his 
countenance to the light, he threw his arms 
around the lovely girl, who at the same 
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moment, perceiving him to be her husband, 
sank into bis arms, devoid of sense. 

The Veteran was alarmed ; he attributed 
the Chevab'er's actions to delirium, and the 
fainting of Atinette to apprehension. He 
therefore struggled to separate them, but 
without effect, His astonishment increased 
when he saw that the Chevalier behaved ta 
her with the utmost affection and tender« 
ness ; vrhile she, as her senses returned, 
clung to his embrace"; and, with the most 
expressive fondness acknowledged the ex- 
tacy she experienced in again beholding her 
husband, her a^ored St. Hilaire ! 

.It has already been shewn, that, after 
reading the memoir, Philip 'had entertained 
some suspicions of Annette's having been 
married to the Chevalier ; but he had com- 
liletely given up that idea, and was con- 
fident that the reputed Raymond was not 
the person she had characteri^ed as gover-» 
nor of the fortress ; consequently his sur- 
prise was great : a thousand reäections ob« 
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truded, and he was, for a while, bewildered 
by the chaos they created in his mind. He . 
saw before him the officer under whoni he 
had served, whose life he had saved, and in 
vvhose defence he wasv crippled. 

On the other hand, he considered hin> 
as an atrocious rufHan, who had attacked 
and wounded his benefactor : tut that atro* 
cious ruffian was thehusband of his beloved 
Annette ! It is difficult to say whether he 
rather wished the death, or the recovery, pf 
the Chevalier : the former would $ave his 
honour.; but the latter would render his 
daughter happy. 

« 

While this conflict was passing in his 
breast, the Chevalier and Annette were en- 
joyiüg the transports naturally attendant 
upon such a meeting ; but those transports 
were far too powerful for his weakened 
frame.to support; he again sank on the 
bed, and, for a while, seemed to have lost 
all animation. Annette wept; she was In 
despair \ and accused Heaven of injustice^ 
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in restoring . her husband in such a State, 
and under such circumstances. 

The Chevalier, as his powers returned, 
heard her lamentations, and placing his 
finger upon his lips, to intimate the neces- 
sity for caution, lest they should be over- 
heard, urged her to restrain her sorfowj 
that his sufferings were drawing to a close ; 
that it was indispensably necessary» for her 
own safety, that she should appear not to 
know him; and, that, whatever might be 
her feelings, she should endeavour to con* 
ceal them from all persons, whether within 
the prison, or about the town. 

This was Imposing a heavy task upon ^ 
young woman, who, after being torn from 
the man she loved, and in whose honour she 
reposed the utmost confidence, had so unex- 
pectedly found him borne down by sickness, 
and laden with irons ! But she endeavoured 
to summon her fortitude, and to obey his 
injunctions. 
. Philip would willingly have asked a tbou- 
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sand questions, all important t6 bis peace 
of mind. but he feit it incumbent on him 
to refrain from whatever might fatigue the 
Chevalier; \^ho appeared quite exhausted, 
and at length feil into a doze, from which 
the Veteran barely entertained the hope of 
seeing him revive^ 

The patrole, which regularly visited every 
cell hourly during the night, now entered» 
-He found Annette sitting with her little 
apron over her eyes, and unable to suppress 
her grief. Philip was Standing by the side 
of the bed, rathcr leaning over'it ; as though 
watching the Che valier 's respiration. 

Seeing the patrole, who was not very ce- 
remonious in the manner of performing his 
duty, Annette started: Philip looked up, 
and made signs to the visitor to tread with 
caution ; lest he should disturb the prisoner 
in his last moments. The man stood still : 
he seemed to view the Chevalier with more 
coiiipassion than Philip expected, from the 

c 5 
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sjSecimen he had had^ to find within the 
uvalls of a prison. 

Such was the effect on the veteran, that 
he slowly moved round the foot of the bcd, 
and advancing, on tip-toe, to the patrole, 
asked if the jailor was yet retired to rest ? 
Being told that he was not, he desired the 
man to lead hin> to the jailor *8 apartment : 
they retired together. 

In the mean while, Annette in silence, 
save those frequent bursts of sobbing she 
could not control, contemplated the features 
of her dying husband. His manly counte- 
nance was reduced to a mere skeleton ; his 
füll, rieh, Piercing eye, was sunk into the 
hoUow socket, seemingly unconscious of iu 
former powers; the ruddy glow of health 
had vanished, and left that melancholy tint 
which seemed to announce the near ap« 
proach of death ; his hair, which was wont 
to flow in ringlets, gracing his elevated 
front, was lank and pendent. 
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Annette drew from her . pocket a small 
pair of scissors, the gift of him for \diom 
she grieved, and. with them severed a lock 
which seemed to ofFer itself to her notke* 
Notwithstanding the delicacy with which; die 
pojsessed herseif of the memento, the Che- 
valier was not insensible of her proceediags# 
He gradually opened hi& eyes, and directing 
them'so as fuUy to meet^hers, smiied com- 
placently, as though to thank her for the 
kindness.. 

The lovely girl kissed his^ pallid Hp, and 
folding the stolen token hi a elip of paper, 
placed it next her heart ! 

Philip was absent some time ; at la}?t he 
retumed in Company with the jailor, and an 
assistant bearing a small leather bag, 1 he 
latter approached thefoot of the bed, and, 
by direction of his superior, removed the ; 
chain, and took the fetters from the Cheva« 
lier's feet. 

The veteran*s heart leapt with joy when 
lie saw the limbs divested of their odious 
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änd oppressive confihementj while Annette 
springing froin her seat, and kneeling foF 
the purpbse, applied herseif to encoüraging 
in them thät drculation^ which could scarcei- 
ly be Said to reach the extremities. 

The jailor beckoned to his assistant to re^- 
tire; the latter obeyed« 

" You will recoUect, Mr. Philip, that the 
ifons were not removed until he was dead ; 
you under stand me ?'' 

** Certainly/* replied the veteran j *' you 
may depend on my prudence.^' 

During the rest of the night nothing ma- 
tcrial occurred : the Chevalier appeared, 
in general, to slumber ; and his friends for- 
bore from conversing, lest they should dis- 
, turb him» Philip indulged in a variety of 
ispeculations ; iütending, when his friend 
should expire^ to see every attention paid 
to his reoiains; but doubtful whether it 
would be proper for Annette to attend as a 
pourner«' 

S]be, poor girl, passed the night in sor- 
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row ; h^ niind agitated by the recollection 
öf former cvents, and unable to stein the 
füll tide of affliction which now threatened 
to overwhelm, her. Neither father nor 
daughter closed their eyes ; andthejailor 
found them, when he paid his morning 
Visit, nearly in the same Situation as when 
he had left them* 

« Is he dead?'* 

'' No,"repKed Philip; ^^ he still br^ath^sJ* 
* *' Then we must replace the fetters." 

" Not for the world ! he is now insen- 
sible, and cannot hold out for.many mi- 
nutes.'* 

" At all events, Mn Philip, we must 
preserve appearances ; therefore letthe chain 
be brougbt down under the bed-clothes, so 
as to make it appear tbat the fetters are 
on. 

That being accordingly done, the jailor 
retired; satisfied that he ran no risk of dis* 
covery ; while Philip and his daughter re* 
joiced, at having been successful in preserv- 



38 THE DOMTNICAN Z 

ing the Chevalier from being disturbed dtif- 
ing his last houn 

The market-place now began to fill : ow- 
ing*to the depredations of the reputed Ray- 
mond's gang having been suspended ever 
8ince his imprisonment, great numbers rc- 
sorted from all quarters, brmging with them 
the producJe of their several districts. Hila- 
rity smiied on every countenance; while 
every' tongue was busy in ofFering congra- 
tulations on the general release from danger^ 
and on the restoration of intercourse» 

In this State of the public mind, it may 
readily be supposed that the arrival of the 
superior, attended by a number of monks, 
for the purpose of administering the ex- 
treme unciion, and for celebrating a mass 
for the repose of the departing spirit, was 
viewed rather as an object of exultation : 
therefore, when th^ procession arrived at 
the prison gate, a general murmur of thanks* 
giving, for their efTectual, deliverance, ran 
through the crowd j nor was it without 



Ä ROMANCE-, 39 

some exertion, on the part of the seniors 
among them, that they coul4 be restrained 
from bf eaking out into open and indecorou« 
demonstradons of joy. 

The venerable superior was, as before, 
conveyed up stairs ; the choir in the mean 
while chauiiting the hymn ujually perform- 
cd at that awful moment, when the ethc- 
real spirit quits its cumbrous Frame. Their 
notes were in that plaintive mood which 
awakens compassion, and inspires the heart 
with the most sublime ideas ; yet were they 
scarcely audible. 

As the superior was ushered into the 
Chevalier 's cell, Philip made^ a sign to hijj 
daughter to retire, but she peremptorily re- 
fused to accompany him : declaring her in- 
tention to remain to the last njoment. The 
superior, admiring her resolution, though 
Ignorant of the cause, counselied Philip not 
to press her quitting the apartment; the 
Veteran therefore went down into the court- 
^ard, and proceeded to Monsieur Pierard's 



40 THE DOMINICAN Z 

for the purpose of taking leave of his ma&*' 
ter; being informed by Avril, who was aU 
tracted by the procession to the prison-gate, 
that Monsieur Le Brun was about to entef 
the carriage, which Lad been for some time 
at the doof. 

They accordingly hastened their pace, 
and Philip gave a füll account of the State 
in which the Chevalier then was : his man* 
ner of describing the sufferings, and the 
religious fortitude, of that unhappy man, 
overcame the Count j who expressed him- 
seif highly pleased at the huniane atten- 
tion shewn to him by the old soldier and his 
daughtcr. The Countess, not possessing 
so much sensibility, experienced less emo- 
tion; but she feit happy at the idea of 
having engaged a young woman of such a 
benevolent disposidon, and from whose 
assiduity she expected, in the hour of sick- 
' ness, to derive great comfort and advan- 
tage. 

Avril ascended the box^ and the new 
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postiHon mounted the leader; the Count 
and his lady, for Robert was yet at Appen- 
zel, adjusting every thing for the reception 
of the famUy, took their seats : Philip, as 
he put upthe step, pronounced a short, but 
fervent, prayer in behalf of his benefactors ; 
and, as they drove off, made an obeissance 
replete with humility, respect, and grati- 
tude. 

The^ Count was considerably recovered 5 
and feit little or no. inconvenience from the 
motion of the carriage, which proceeded at 
an easy rate along an excellent road for 
about a mile, when on arriving at the angle 
where two ways branch off, the one to Ap- 
penzel, the other to Mayenfield, suddenly 
a number of horsemen, completely ärmed, 
and covered with large brown clpaks, sallied 
forth from a little coppice on the right of 
the latter road, and surrounded the car« 
nage. \ 

The Count, if he had been prepared, was 
not in a condition to use his wcapons^ and 
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against so many k was in vain for Avrll and 
the postilion to contend : all, therefore^ 
were obHg'ed to be passive; , 

The door of the coach was opened, and 
the Step let down by two of the party, who 
catising the Count to d.escend, instantly 
mounted him on a spare horse ; at the same 
time a bügle w^s sounded by one of the 
banditti; the call was repeated by anotber 
between them and the town ; while the re- 
sponse pf ^ a third was faintly heard, and 
seemed to proceed froofi Geselbach* 

The calls baving been answered, the 
troopers galloped off, taking with them the 
Count, who had not only a melancholy 
prospect so far as related to himselfj; but 
cxperieneed the additional raisfortune of 
leavitig his lady totally devoid of sense. She 
had fainted ; and it was in vain that Avril 
endeavoured to restore her, by means of 
some water he brought in his hat from a 
small rill that meandered through the 
meadow on the left« 
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The worthy African's assidujty proving 
inefFectual, he ordered the postilion to turn 
about, and to gallop back to Monsieur Pie- 
rard's. Accordingly they returri^d at speed> 
towards Geselbach, from which they per- 
ceived the market-people running in all 
directions, and in the greatest consternation. 
Many of them called to Avril, cautioning, 
bim not to enter thetown; but,as he thought 
the worst was over, and knew that his mis- 
tress required immediate assist^ce, he was- 
deaf to their counsel. 

Just as the carriage was entering Gesel- 
bach, Avril perceived on the left, about a 
mile or more distant, a large body of ca- 
valry crossing a piain between two hüls 

whose sides were clothed with arborage : 

« 

they slackened their pace» in the mean time 
sounding a bügle, which was answered by 
another, not far distant on their left ; when, 
almost immediately, another troop was seen 
to join the larger force. 

HaVing effected the junction, the whble ' 
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moved off at speed; and, except that, now 
and then, one or iwp of the troop could be 
distinguished passing between the trees, no- 
thing fürther was seen of them. 

A Single horseman was observed, mounted 
on no very fleet steed, galloping after the 
banditti: Avril immediately.knew it to be 
Philip^ who seemed to be using bis best en- 
deavours to urge bis horse in the track of 
the lärger body of cavalry; which. had ta 
appearance been in the town. 

Avril drove up ,to Monsieur Pierard 's 
gate, which he found closedj Monsieur 
Pierard,andallhis servants, were atthe Win- 
dows of the Upper story with arni$ in their 
hands. Seeing the coach return, that gen- 
tleman instantly descended, and lost no time 
in opening the gate. 

It is impossible to describe the scene 
which now presented itself. In the carriage 
lay theCountess seemingly deadj at the dopr 
of the vehicle,stood Avril, whose tears and 
exclamations evinced the angui&h he suf* 
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fercd; as for Monsieur Pierard j his facul-* 
ties were, in a manner, benujnbed : he stood 
motionless, his eyes fixed on the poor lady, 
and horror depicted in every feature. 

After a short pause he recovered, as 
from a drean), and with the aid of Avril, 
and his own domestics, conveyed the Coun* 
tess up to the Chamber she had formerly 
occupied. Every means was used to revive 
her, but without the smalleist efFect; she 
was completely insensible j and, though the 
vital spark was not extinguished, there ap- 
peared but little hope of her restdration. 

Under such pressing eircumstances, Mon- 
^eur Pierard, notwithstanding he never had 
performed such an Operation, ventured to 
open a vein in the Gountess's arm: he suc- 
ceeded so far as to draw blood, but it was 
not until she had been placed in a warm 
bath that any quantity was obtained. She 
was certainly saved by the experimöfit ; she 
breathed more freely, at times sighing hea- 
vilyj many hours however elapsed before 
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«hc could use her Irmbs. Unfortünateiy^ 
tfae event had made so deep an impression 
oa her mind» that her intellects were conv« 
pietely deranged ; requiring two persons to 
be always at band, to restrain he^ during 
those raving paroxysms to which she became 
extremely subject : at intervals she was si-^ 
lent and rnelancholy ; or at titnes weeping^ 
add lamehting the fate of her lost hu&band. 

The accounts Monsieur Picrard coUected 
firom various persons, who were eye-witnesses 
• of what passed, convinced him that the plan 
for rescuing the prisoner, and seizing the 
Coünt, must have been laid for many days j 
and, that some persons about Raymond must 
have been privy to the intention. His first 
enquiries were at the prison, where he found 
the jailor at the point of death ; he was^ 
however, able to' give the following particu^ * 
lars bcfore he died. 

He stated that, during the celebration o£ 
a mass in the cell where Raymond was ly«> 
ing to all appearance dead, a bügle was 
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Jieard to sound at 8ome distance on the Toad 
towards Appenzel, and that it was answered 
by one at the prison gate. That a number 
of persons wno had brought vegetables^ 
fruits, and other commodiiies, for sale, in 
panniers slung over their horses, and wha 
tad assembled near the prison gate, on 
hearing the bugle instantly threw ofF the 
panniers, and casting away their clothes, 
mounted, and formed a bpdy of armed ca- 
valry, which was soon recognized to belong 
to Kaymond's gang.. 

In the mean while, the pretended supe- 
-f ior, and his holy brethren, divested them- 
selves. of their disguises, and proceeded 
towards the lower court, taking with them 
^both Raymond, and his second Reignier: 
'^he former had had his irons taken oflF at 
the instance of Philip ; but some little delay 
arose in striking off the fetters of the latten 
The whole gang were soön mountedj and 
formed a circlß »round Rayn^ond^ who was 
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scarcely able to sIt on a pillion behind one 
of bis men. 

. But what seemed highly extraordinary 
was, that Annette accompanied them with- 
out much hesitation ; though she was in 
tears, and ofteh cailed for her dear father. 

The jailor added, that, feeling it to be 
his duty to oppose the rescue, so far as laid 
in his power, he ran down to the. grated 
door of the jail, and, after turning ,the 
lock, threw the key through the grating; 
hoping thereby to create delay, and to give 
time for the towns-people to assemble. He 
then drew his sword to defend the passage; 
but its narrowness, and the iowness of the 
arch, prevented his using it with any efFect. 

In that Situation, one of the banditti ad- 
vanced upon him with a half-pike, which 
cntering his right side, caused him to fall 
instantly. At the same time, the key was 
returned by one of the party, who, being 
on the outside, had seen the jailor throw it 



into the (ourt: the grate vas opened, and 
the whole, in nutnber about an hundred 
and twenty^ made the best of their way out 
of the towiji * 

On funher enquiry, it was found, that, 
when the bügle sounded at the prison gate, 
Philip was Standing on an ancient ruin, to 
the eastward of the town, from which he 
could See the Count's carriage for a long 
way. Hearing the alarm, and seein^ the 
niarket folks flying in confusion, he ran 
towards the prison, but arrived too late: 
sedng the banditti galloping off to tbc 
southward, he instantly saddled his horse 
to pursue them. He had been. seen to fol- 
low the ro^d by which they had quitted 
Geselbach ; but it was not to be expected 
that his individuftl efibrts would be of the 
least avail« 

" Ah ! Massa Pierard," said Avril, " hha 
Philip not inakegood ! Wbat for he talk hun, 
SO to Massa, and wanf: him make stay more 
4ong P What for him make so kind to him 
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thief man ? WKat for him^make him daugh- 
tcr go to make see him robbef rascal ? Wluft 
for liiiii not go wid massa on coach ? What 
fqr him make galloppy, galloppy, after hifH 
man what come take away him great vil- 
lain ? What for him daughter go wid him 
Raymond ? God know, Massa Pierard, 
how rauch him Avril love him Philip, how 
much him make giad when him Philip fiap- 
pyl'but di« not good — now me tink hiiri 
robber man and him Philip all one,— If hiiii 
Philip not make jailor man take off ifon 
froni Raymond leg, den how Raymond run 
awa} ? how him mounty horse? No, no, 
Massa Pierard ; him Philip and him robber 
man all makee one ? ' 

"Monsieur Pierard was forcibly Struck 
with the argumenta so rajrfdly produced by 
Uie faithful Avril; and, however much^he 
strove in his niind to attribute what was 
thus detailed to mtre accident, or to the 
cfFect of ill-bestowed kindness, yet he feit 
»nable to confute such substantial reason- 
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ihg: he had entertained a great partiaUty 
for Philip, and was cXtremely averse to 
adopting any opinion which might be to 
t^ie veteran's disadvantage. But the more Iic^ 
l-eflected on the train of incidents, and con- 
sidered the earnest importunity witli wTiich 
Philip had made applicatiön to bis master, 
the jnore did he feel disposed to admit that 
which Avril was so eager to impress upon 
his belief: at length, after füll con«^ 
deration, he gave up Philipps cause, and na 
enger hesitated in pronouncinghimgmlty* 
Such was the State of his mind when the 
wounded officer, who had from his windo w 
witnessed what passed at the prison gate, 
ventured, not with Standing Ihs ' extreme 
weakness, to walk up tp Monsieur Pierard's 
mansion. He was recelved in the hand- 
somest manner; and, on his part, rctumed 
thanks most emphatically to that gentlc- 
man for the great kindness he had expe- 
rienced ever since he had been wounded* 
The object of his visit was ^to learn the 

ö 2 



62 THE DOMINICAN : 

cause of the coach having returtied ; which 
he no sooner heard, than he subsided ipto 
a chair, quite overcome with grief and sur- 
prise. 

Avril did not fall to recapitulate all 
the particulars; he dwelt forcibly on the 
great kindness pf his master, and the 
manner in which his conüdence iiad been 
grossly abused by Philip. But neither the 
pointed accusatioms of the African, nor 
the opinions of Monsieur Pierard^ had any 
\yeight with the young officer; wJio was so 
firmly prepossessed in favour of the old 
man, that nothing «hört of ocular demon-, 
stration could have induced him to doubt 
the propriety of his intentions ; whatever 
construction his cx^nduct might b^ar in the. 
minds of others. 

His incredulity was placed to .a natural, 
but not to the right, cause. His opponents 
hinted at his partiality for tbe cloth-; and 
Avril, in pretty round terms, observed, that 
if a Door black man had done-half so much. 
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he would have bcen led to execution ivith- 
out mercy, 

The young hero smiied at the Insinua- 
tion : he did not feel that the remark ap- 
plied to himself j thcrefore, without no- 
ticing it in any way,. he proceeded to de- 
Irver bis firm opinion in regard to Philip's 
principles : he stated the manner in which 
the medal had been refused ; and reminded 
them of the galhnt $'V.e in which the old 
«ofdier had coDtributed to the defence öJF 
the shepherd^Ä cottage,^ 

Avril tenaciously miintamed his posk 
tion ; and, in nply to the arguments used 
by his Opponent^ observedy that meh wcrc 
not the same at all times ; that in the dc^ 
fence of the cottage personal saff ty was, 
BO doubt, themotive; and, that there- 
jection of the medal was probably an^arti- 
fice, used for the purpose pf leading to a 
high opinion of bis honour and integrity. 
He further remarked, that it was evident * 
Raymond had made Philijp some offer, too 
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there seemed to be a deal of whispering be- 
tween her and her father ; so I thought it 
as well to listen a bit : it was only now and 
theii I could make out what she said ; but 
she talked a deaV about being happy at 
night, and sorry in the mornlng. I could 
not teil then whatit meant, but it's now 
clear enoiigh what it related to." 

This was a trlutnph to_ Avril, who had, 
the satisfaction of geeinsj Monsieur Pie- 
rard fuUy convinced of Philip's guilt : the 
latter lost no time in sending off a hor^e- 
Dian to Robert, and in offering a reward 
for che apprehension of any person con- 
cerned in the affair. The old soldier was 
separately particularized, and a large sunt 
set upon his capture :. so assured, however, 
was th« young officer of the poor fellow's 
itinocence, that he declared himself willing 
to pay the s'Jjiulatcd premium, whenever it 
shouid be proved that Philip was, in any 
^~ "Tiplicated in the escape of Raymond, 
ts dark before Robert arrived from 
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Appenzel : his first enquiries wcre regard- 
ing the healih of Madame Le Brün j the 
answer fiUed him mth sorrow and anxiety. 
He had on the way received some confused 
accpunt of the rescue, and of the seizure of 
his worthy friend, from two persons who 
were coiaversing al a little cottage, where 
he had stöpt for a few minutes to refresh 
hmiself and his horse ; the weather being 
cxtremely sultry. What he there heard 
was so marvellous, that he woüld have been 
led to bope matters were not so bad as had 
been represented; had not Monsieur Pie« 
rard's fetter, which he received just as he was 
mounting in consequence of a report circu- 
lated in Appenzel, that the chief ^Raymond 
had been carried off by a large party of his 
banditti, fully authenticated the melancholy 
tidings. 

Monsieur Pierard intimated his suspicions 
that Philip was a principal agent in the at- 
tack; but the youth was unwilling to join in 
the impeachmcnt of the gallant soldier: 
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*^Lct US," Said he,"forbear to crimmate a 
man who has so glorlously served hi$ couD'- 
try, aixd whose whole demeanour strongly 
controvetts so Foul an Imputation. He is 
absentj therefore cannot defend himscif; 
but my cons(;Ience satisfies me^ that Phüip 
IS no more guilty than. myselfv" 

The ofBcer was bighly pleased to find hls 
own sei^timeut; $o resolutely maintained by 
the yourtg champion, whose generpus con- 
duct filled him with admiration : from that 
rnoment the greatest cordiality subsisted ber 
tween them ; paving the way for the most 
firm and aifectionate attachment.> Actuated 
by the same motives,. possessing the same 
principles, and nearly of an age,.theyseemcd 
to vie in the display of tho^ kind offices 
and ciyilities, which. eyiJBccd. their mutual ' 
regard« 

We* must Icave matters- in ihis stafe . 
at Geselbach, in order to view the State of 
affairs in other quarters ; they now demandr 
mg particular attention. 
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Jt may be recoUected^ that at tbe tiAie 
when Avril was hurt by the falling of bis 
horse, the Dominican had concealed bim- 
seif among the crags^ on the side of the 
road leading from Corbiers to Thun ; and 
that^ afcer placing the sehseless African in 
the chaise, he had disappeared« 

It immcdiately occurred to the priest, that 
pursuit would be made; and, that if he con- 
tinued on bis way towards Thun, he could 
not fail to be overtaken» 

Being completely acquainted with the 
countryy and rarely travelling without a map 
in his pocket, he was not long in determining" 
what was to be done j but, without loss of 
time, diFected his Steps towards the abbey of 
Saint Dennis, embosomed in the valley of 
Gryers; where he knew that his cloth 
would insure himanasylum; besides, the 
secluded Situation of the phice rendered it 
highly* improbable that arty sdarch would 
be made for him in that quarter : he fur- 
ther considered, that not being charged with. 
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any ofFence, it was scarcely to be supposed, 
that a very minute search would be made 
for him. 

A lay-sister received him with great po- 
liteness: having shewn hirn into the coiiser- 
vatory, and ofFered him refreshmeats, ahe 
tent to annöimce hi$ arrival to the superior 
of a small chapel founded in honour of 
Saint Dennis, 

The wperior ihafantly attended; and, af- 
ter the usual benedictions, conducted the 
Dominican to the dormitory of his establish« 
mcnt ; when, having seen that he was pro- 
vided with every thing necessary to his ac- 
commodation» he left him to his repose. 

The Dominican assisted at the matin ser- 
viccf after which he was about to depaft, 
when the superior offered to shew him many 
of the curiösities of the place, and to accom- 
pany him c to a spot fröm which he- could 
view.. thcr iurrounding country for many 
naiies. Considei^g it probaljyjie that the 
Count would move on tteat day to.wards 
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iithcr Friburg or Berne j and, t hat, in such 
case, his carrlage might be distinguished 
jts it proc^eded along the road, which in 
snan jK pac|s J»!^ expÄSÄ^ö^Siew ; 'the Do-, ^. 
minican assented^ and rotbmbanied: the ve-f'"^^ 
nerable pastor to the summit of a hiU tot ^ 
far from the convent, whence the eye was 
presented with aa almost boundless ho« 

•rizoiu 

Under pretence of admiring the beauties ' 
ef the place^ he contmued to detain th4 
superior for many hours } at times la*- 
yishly praising the Situation of his abode^ 
jor. entering upon religious subjects in so 
devout a. strain. that his conductor va« 
eharmed with his conversatiön» . 

Not seeing the carriage, the Dominican 
wpiild gladly have retired^. for he concluded 
the Count.had set off! at a. very early ^our y 
and, that there was no danger of: over^ 
taking, qor indeed of meeting with^him a4: 
any ina, suice. his ^own way would lay. prin«» 
oipally ampngtiie mountains^ wide of the. 
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carriage-track ; but the supenör pressed 
him so ^rnestly to stay» and to partake of 
thc dinner prepared for the brothers, that 
be was at length compelled to acquiesce. 

It was past irndt-day when diey retumed 
to 'St. Dennis ;: the repast was ready, and 
the whole sat down to a long table in a 
sps^cious clöister^ where they had the ad« 
vantage of enjoying the freshness of the air^ 
without being ihcommoded by the glare of 
other edificesy or by thc sun's rays. Oh 
^e north side was ^ l^rge window, beau«- 
^Uy omamented with stäixied glass, re* 
pt^senting the figure of the tutelar saint; it 
affbrded a view into a spacious garden, sur^ 
rounded by a high wall, and advantageously 
4aid oüt in walks, bördered with. various or^ 
üamental and frultfui trees : it appertained 
to the coävent ;. of which the sisters were 
allowed. to walk within it*s area. 

After dinner. the superior led the Dom!»' 
nican into the garden^ which contaiaed 
mgny. valuaible oitdici&^i plants» extremely 
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rare : the former was busied in selecting va- 
rious slips and seeds, wherewith to supply 
hi& guest, when a message was brbught fronx 
the abbess, that prayers wete aböut to be 
put up &r their unfortunate sister, who had 
quitted the convent, some months before, in 
a State of derangement ; and for which pur- 
po$e a sum had been reeeived shortly after, 
from an unknown band j together with the 
accourit of her having died in France, and of 
her being buried by the side of a near re- 
lative. 

The whole brotherhood accordingfy at- 
tended, forming a small^ but most interest- 
ing, procession to the chapel i they found 
the sisters pr epared to join them in the ce*^ 
lebration of a mass for' the soul of die de^- 
ceased. 

The querulous notes ascended to the 
throne of mercy, while each heart was warm«* 
ed to the recoUection of their lost compa- 
nion's virtues, and each eye was moistened 
in cpmmiseratioii of her fate, A r^q^iem^ 
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such as might lull angels to rest^ and which^ 
seemed to pervade the slsterhood^ 8oft% 
jningimg the pains of memory with the 
hope of futuf e bliss, closed the ceremony*^ 

The nuns retired to their respective ceils, 
and the monks retumed in solemn silence 
to their dwelling. Tlie süperior, however, 
temained with the, Dominican, and con- 
verscd with the lady abbess, through a largc 
richly ornamented screen of gilt metaL 
The matron appeared extremely afFected by 
what had passed y and wiping away a tear 
that stood ready to Start from her eye, ex- 
€laimed, " Poor soull^' 

The superior sighcd, raised his eyes fer- 
vently to heaven, and applying to a rosary, 
composed ofolive-stones, that was sttspended, 
fröm his girdle, silently prayed for the lost 
sister.. ' . 

The D<xnimcan enquired rega^rding the 
cirqumstances of her fete. 

•^ She came hither äbout ten years ago, 
in the most deplorable state^ and claimed 
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(he protection of öur institutioii : all sbe 
would State was, that having becn unhap- 
pily married to a man of loose principles» 
who would have made her än^accomplice in 
h:s crimes, and who she feared had de* 
stroyed her brother, it was her resolution 
to take the veil.*' 

While the lady abbesa spoke, the Dornig 
nican appeared greatly agicated; his counr 
tenance was altemately flushed and pale« 
his eyes were lowered tothe pavement, and 
his whole appearancet indicated ooofusion 
and alarm« 

" You no doubt jrity the poor creature ?!' 
Said the abbesa to him ;; ^^ I see her sufier^ 
ings touch your heart .** 

The Dominican made no reply.- 

^ It certainly is stränge^" said the supe^ 
rior, ** that we" never have . been able to 
ascertwi the residence, nor even the qua^ 
lity, of her husband!" 

The Dominican groaned,. and tbrew^his 
cfiwl oyer his head. The sup^riorand.the. 
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abbess exchanged looks^ in which surprise 
and consternation were equally blended. 
" You are ill, father ; allow me to lead 

yOU " , 

The Dominkan heaved a sigh : - gra- 
dually" raising his heäd, and clasping bis 
hands, he exclaimed, *' Poor Marguarite 1^^ 
" "What } you knew her then ?*^ 
** Yes, father*; she was my — — ''^ 
He could say no rhore j but, overcom^ 
with iaintness, a cold dew standuag on his 
forehead, and his pallid Ups in a cor^vuked 
State, sank into the arms of the superior,. 
vho, allowing bini tb recline agailist apilar 
thät supported the roof, hastened to call ^ \ 
some of the brothers ta his assistance. ^ ^ 

In the mean while^ the abbess- was not 
less afFected : it was'with extreme difficulty 
she could summon two növices to her aid> 
before she was completely berefc of sense; 
In that State she was carried to her apart« 
ment, where beihg visited by the monk who 
acted as physiciaa to the instituiion» sht 
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was pronounced to be in extreme danger. 
The physician directed that a messenger 
should be instantly dispatched to father 
Gregoire, her ewn brother, then almoner, 
to a monasterv at Corbiers. 

The Dominican, though heavily oppressr. 
ed by the disciosures which had mutyallyi 
been raade, was not long beforc he reco-* 
vered' sufEciently to require no further 
, jassistance : he retired to the. dormitory, re- 
que$ting<^hat na one tnigbt 1^ allowed yx. 
distur{^ him» 

The whole convent wefe plunged into^ 
the "deie|j«st affliction by the condition of 
their abbess,. who was unable to State the 
cause of her sudden illness: a thousand 
questions were put to the superior ; but he 
declined giving any explanation on the subr 
ject : his replies were all evasive, and ge- 
neraüy attributing the abbess's malady ta 
her remembrance of the nun, in whpm she 
reposed the gre^test confidence, and whQ 
W.aft tp, her roore deat than any female re.- 
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Jative. All were lost in conjcctüre ; for 
they plainly perceived that their visitor, the 
Doniinican^ was, in some way or oth^r, 
connected with the misfortune under which 
they suffered. 

Towards the close of the day father 
Gregoire arrived, accompanied by the per- 
son who usually prescribed for his brethren : , 
iiothing could exceed the good man's grief 
on finding his sister in so very deplorable a 
State ; yet he endeavoured to collect forti- 
tude to resist that affliction which must at- 
tach to the loss of one so highly estimable 
for her numerous: and splendid virtues : a 
woman adored by those under her charge, 
and considered by the neighbourhood, who 
ever experienced her good ofEces, as justly 
entitled to be registered among the boly 
army of saints, 

Therc appeared little hope of recovery, 
and all seemed prepared for the worst : a 
moumful silence generally prevailed; un« 
kss when interrupted by the solicitous que- 
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ries of those wha aflfectionately söught for 
intelligence regardingtheir friend and guide; 
or of those whpse responsive sighs seemed 
tb banisb hope, and to ahnounce her ap* 
proach to dissolution. 

Convinced that his prcsence was rather a 
restraint than an aid, and. that hothing could 
be done to rescue his sistcr from the grave^ 
father Gregoire, after having passed several 
melancholy hours at her bed-side, considered 
it necessary to perform those «ad offices 
tvhich are usually reserved to the. last xho* 
nient.. libe whok of the auhs atteiided*> 
and joined, vi^ich lowly murmur» ia offerin|^ 
uptheir präyersfor the admission of thdr 
beloved sister intd the realms of eternal 
bHss. 

The reverend almoner now re.tired to con- 
sult, with the abbot respectlng what h^d 
Itfeen discloscd by the Dominican j who, he 
döubted not, might be induced^ by proper 
means» to divulge all the circumstances re- 
lating to Marguarite ^ of whose history it 
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lappear^d certain he most beweirmformed. 
The matter, howeyet, required rauch deli- 
cacy ; for it was doiibtful whether, or not, 
he was the man from whose iniquitous prac- 
tices, and porsuasions, she had fled« 

The abbot described the manner in which 
the Dominican had been afFected in such 
pathetic terms, ' and seemed so much inte« 
rested ior kirn, on account of the strain in 
which he bad.expätiated onihe beauties and 
comforts of religion, that father Gregoire 
was extremely desirous to see him. He 
oilled to mind, that a religieuse, of that or* 
der, had attracted the attention of his friend 
the Count; who was about to State some 
xircumstance relating, no doubt, to the same 
individual, when the lay brother had sum-* 
moned him to attend the abbess. 

These considerations caused him to en- 
tertain an anxious desire to see the Domi- 
nican ; but when the abbot stated^ that the 
latter had enjoined the brothers not to allow 
any trespass on his privacy j and, that th^ 
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lateness of the hour was noticed, fathef Gre- 
goire consented to döfer bis visit until the 
mbrning.; when he hoped to induce the 
Dommican to afford some information rc 
latifig to the unfortunate Marguarite, and 
cspecially to point out where her remains 
were deposited. 

Father Grcgoire passed the greater part 
of the night In attending his sister, whose 
complaint was far from abating: a raging 
fever had supervened, and there did not 
appear the slightest chance of her h'ving : 
the physician watched her with the utmost 
söhcitude, and adopted every means within 
the scope of art to give her relief, A gloom 
reigned throughout, wliile each expected 
e,^ery moment to hear the fatal annunda- 
tion. None of the sisters rested ; all were 
in attendance, and prompt to afford assist- 
ance m whatever manher their Services 
might be required. 

The abbot äwoke at his usual hour, and 
havii^ laced on his sandals. repaired with 
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cautious Steps to the grate which separate^ 
tbe monasterjr from the cloisters of the con- 
vent : he waited until some person might 
appear. 

The first who entered the cloister was the 
physician, whom he interrogated respectlng 
the condition bf the lady abbess* The an- 
swer given was by no means satisfactory ; it 
implied a total absence of hope, and led to 
the expectation of her speedy demiseJ 

In a Short while father Gregöire appear , 
ed : he was intent on visitingthe Dominican 
and, on the grate being opened by a lay- 
sister, took a lamp, and, accompanied by 
the abbot, proceeded through the confec- 
tory of the monastery, towards the dor- 
mitory, whither the visitor had retired the 
evening before. 

They knocked at the door; no answer was 
given : they called j but with no better suc- 
cess. 

^^ He sleepfusound,*' säid the abbot* 
Probably," replied father ISregoire, 
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'^ he has rested but little^ and has only re-- 
^ently fallen asleep : let us not disturb him." 

^' Nay/' rejoined the abbot, " the matins 
^111 soon commence, and it is fit he should 
attend." 

The abljot opened the door, which, not- 
withstandlng hU precautions, grated on it'^ 
hinges« 

" Gently," said bis conipanion, " awaken 
him not too suddenly ^ bis inind is 4^or« 
dcred, and he may be alarmed." 

The Dominican was gone ! 

' On a small oaken table, that stco4 under 

a grated window, was an old nail^ which 

had evidently been drawn from the wsdl, 

and been nsed to Scratch these wprds : 

. «' We shaJl meet again." 

The abbot was astohisbed^ and father 
Cregoire sordy disappointed : he had anti- 
cipäted che satisfaction of learning all that 
related to the unhappy Marguarite, whose 
invariable silence upon evcry topic connected 
with herJiistory, previous to her taking the 
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vdil, had led the sisterhood to believe that 
some very extraordinary circumstances at- 
tachcd thereto : ' they had now began to che- 
rish the hope that evcry point would be elu* 
cidated by the Dominican; consequently, ^ 
they feit, more than ever, eager to know the 
cause of her seeking an asylum, under the 
aUspiceä of Saint Dennis. 

** We shall meet again,** rep^ted th^ 
abbot: *' that may bej but, if to be thus 
fooled, 'twere better mi to meet again." 

*' There is something more in this, than 
meets the eye,^' said Father Gregoire: ** this 
slippery ' Dominican, who knows so much, • 
yet teils nothing ; who excites such lively 
interest, yet foils our keenest rescarch j I 
say, this Dominican must be the husband of 
the injared Marguarite.** 

" I observed," said the ^abbotj *^ that 
bis. countenance underwent a variety o£ 
changes, all indicative of confusion, of 
guilt, of despair, when our beloved sister 
stated the cause of Marguarite's tetireioen^ 
voL, iir. k • 
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from the world. His manner betrayed his 
canscience : he was appalled ; and, but that 
his tongue refused obedicnce, would, doubt- 
kss, have discloi^ed a mnltitüde of sins. 

** But the day dawns, and I hear the matin 
bell ; let us retire: possibly vvc may, ^t some 
future tim€, be pjovided with u clue to un- 
ravel this mystery. * 

^ The Dominican lias left a notice that 
* we shall meejt again j* we therefore have yet 
ä prospect gf being furnished with an ex- 
planation ; not that I am disposed to be 
sanguine on that subject after the manner in 
which he has eluded our curiosity." 

They ^ere about to quit the apartment, 
when Father Gregoire's eye was attraCted by 
something that glistened^ on the floor, close 
by the foot of the bedstead, on which the 
Dominican had lain. It was an agnus, 
beautifdly cut out of a piece of agate } and 
appeared to have been suspcnded round the 
neck of some person, by a small piece of 
ribbon, which had given way. 
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'^ Know you to whom this appertains i'* 
said Father Gregoire. . 

*' Not to any of the brothers," replied 
the abbot. " Assure yourself this has been 
tinwittingly left by the Dominican : let us 
preserve.it carefully; who knows but it may 
lead to some discovery. This agnus is ex- 
tremely ancient, and so singular in many 
respects, that, wben once seen^ it müst be 
recognized.** 

They now joined the monks^ who were 
assembled, and had prepared for the morn- 
ing Service j which was performed, with the 
addidon'of a prayer for the ladyabbess: 
that rite being finished, Father Gregoire was 
proceeding towards the grate of the con- 
vent, when the physician entered the clois- 
ter, and, with inexpressible joy, gave him 
to under Stand, that his sister's fev^r had con- 
siderably abated. 

*' Have you any hopc of her recovery ?'* 

** Certainly ; I already perceive that the 
medicine has succeeded j her pulse is more 
regulär ; she brcathes more distinctiy, and 
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her skin is disposed to soften : trust me, 
father, that your excellent relative will by 
noön be considerably relieved." 

The prediction was verified: by mid^ay 
the lady-abbess was restored to her senses $ 
and ^vhen the vesper chaunt resounded 
through the vaulted aisle, the monks joy- 
fully ofFered to the merciful disposer of 
events, a hymn expressing their gratitude 
fbr the favour shewn towards their inestim- 
able sister. 

The prcceding night had been passed 
in awful suspense; but this was ushered 
in with joyous thanksgiving : the lady ab- 
bess was so far recovered as to be able to 
converse oh religious topics ; and would, in- 
deed^ have indulged in enquiries regarding 
the Dominican, had not she been enjoined 
to forbear from a topic which had already 
caused so much mischief. 

X)uring the course of the evening, the 
abbot suggested to Father Gregoire, that, 
possibly, the sisters might know something 
of the agnus j l^ut, oa enquiry, none had 
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«ver Seen, or heard of, such being in the^ 
poss^ssion of Marguarite : of course, the 
fathers concluded that it never could iiave 
appertained to her^ and it was given in 
Charge to Father Gr^goire, to be delivered to 
the Dominican, in case he should claim ir. 

The lady abbess being completejy out of 
danger, Father Gregoire took leave of her in 
the most affectionate mariner, and causing 
the physician to remaip, in case of r'elapsei 
returned to Cörbiers, where the intelligence 
of his sjster's recovery diiffused joy through* 
out the chapeh 

The Dominican had retired to the dormi-^ 
tory merely for the purpose of evading ex- 
planation/and with the intemion to abscond, 
so soon as the mohks should be assembied 
to perform the evening Service. At that 
Urne, he ^oftly descended the Steps; and was 
about to pass thrpugh the wicket, when, per- 
ceiving a lay-brother, who ofEciated as potter, 
he returned, and threw himself on the bed. 

He heard the g^ate locked ; wh«n/ being 
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apprehensive that it would not be practicable 
for him to*escape during the night, withowt 
alarming some of tTie brothers, of whom 
many were not disposed to rest, or were 
doing penance, he judged it best to wait tili 
the morning ; when it would be in his power 
to go abroad without being noticed. 

At times he , slept, but startcd at short 
intervals, and awoke to all the horrors 
of reflection : hearing the clock strike the 
hour of three, he descended with extreme 
caution, and^ approaching the gate, found 
that the lock had been turned^ but that the 
key had not been removed. 

Seeing a lamp burning in the portcr's 
cell, he contrived, by meanS of a crozier 
which stood in the corner, to extinguish ' 
it : this he did^ lest the lay-brother might 
be disturbed by. the unlocking of the door, 
' and» on seeing him, give the alarm« 

But he might bave spared himself the 
trouble j for the honest fellow, being accua- 
tomed to pass the night without interrup« 
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rion^ was by na means watchfül, and rc« 
mained perfectiy unconscious of the ma« 
noeuvres of the Dominican^ wha, having 
opened the gate, made the be»t of bis way 
towards Moudon, where he arrived in a few 
höursy and immediately visited the old 
school-mistress. 

After the usual salütation^ on her part, in 
return for which she received bis blessing, 
the Domimcan desired that Päulina migbt 
be called. 

The dame infomied bim she was not at 
home. 

" Then send for her/'' 

" That is not so easy," replied the good 
woman; '' she is gone to Corbiers, and I 
know not who would go so far without 
being handsomely paid for it: you know 
cur harvest is begun, and folks don'c like to 
be called oflf to run of messages." 

** You seem to treat the matter with great 
indiflference;. but I must insist on your im- 
mediately producing Paulina." 
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'* You may inskt on what you please^ 
father, but that won't move me a jot: herc 
you bring a girl to me, . God knows from 
where, or fbr why; and after raaking me 
believe that she is your daughter, all pf a 
sudden, without rhyme or reasoa, disown 
her. You set her heai;t all of a fret, and 
gave me the colic with vexation, and now, 
forsobth, after casting us on the world, come 
ito Claim the poor thing again. But that day 
is gone by, Providence makes nothing to be 
lo^t, and has supplied my darling with a 
friend^ who has already given us earnest of 
what he means to do : to speak piain, the girl 
has found her father without your help-/* 
<.* Found her father, say you?" 
" Aye, and as handsome a man as e*er I 
set eyes on. Ile was here a short two hours 
after you left us/ and did quite the genteel 
thing. He came in his coach and four, with 
a mulatto-man coachman^ and all so in high 
Stile : I Warrant me he*s a grandee of the 
first blood ! 
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" Well, l^ck a daisy nie, ttat I should 
have been such a dolt as not to know 
the child could not be your's. How could 
the poor babe be the daughter of an old 
Dominican j of a man who, if he were to 
kiss a woman, would be guilty of qne qf 
our most mortal sins, and must go to hell 
v^ithout any one saint in the whole calendar 
daring to speak a word in bis behalf. 

" No> no, father, Paulina i$ none of 
your's ; she is in better luck than that comes 
to, She ha3 got on her very best Sunday's 
clothes, and is gone to a gentleman \9ho 
knows all about them itiatters, and will se^ 
that eyery thing goes' right. So, father, I 
must wish you a good day; for my scholars 
are now waiting, and I an't in the hümour 
to waste my time about such trumpery 
nonsense!" 

Saying this, she retired into her school- 
room, shutting the door after her, in a man- 
oer which corresponded with the dignity 

E 5 
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$he had assumed, since her supposed disco- 
very of PauHna's parent. 

The Dominican was Struck with amaze- 
ment,when he heard that the gentleman who 
arriyed in the coach; which could be no 
other than the Count*s^ had acknowledged 
himself to be the father of Paulina: as to 
the latter part of the beldame's rant,that 
was virtually unhe^rd by him ; his whole 
attention being absorbed by the very stränge 
circumstance above noticed* 

-He was, however, anxious to know 
what conversation had passed, and for that 
purpase would have gladly flattercd the 
school-mistress into good humour ; . but sbe 
preserved a profound silence, not deigning 
to make any answer when he called to her. 

Jttdging that nothing could be effected at 
that time, the father retired, and, proceed- 
jng into the town of Moudon, made enqui- 
ries regarding various matters relating to 
Paulina; who he found had, as the M wo« 
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man stated, actually proceeded very early 
that morning to Corbiers ; for which pur^ 
pose a mule had been borrowed of a car- 
penter who was reraotely connected by mar-^ 
riage to Estella Mascanier, the school-mis« 
tress- 

Having receiyed Instructions where to 
find the artisan's house, th^ Dominican lost 
no time in resorting thereto : the man was 
not at home ; he had left Moudon about an 
hour before, and it was supposed that he 
had proceeded to St. Dennis^ to finish some 
repairs at the monastery. 

He enquired regarding Paulina; v/hen shc 
kft Moudon ? who weijt with her ? whither 
she was gone? but he received no,satis- 
factory answer ; the unvaried reiteration of 
" don't know/' being all the reply given to 
bis questiöns, ^ ^ 

The Domimcan was puzzledj he was 
alarmed : the possession of F'aulina's person 
seemed to him a paramount^ eonsideration; 
be resolved on proceeding to Corbiers, 
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and to claim her wherever shc should he 
lound« 

The circumstances relating to the Count, 
and Avril, occasioned some little hesitation j 
but he conceived it impessible for any per- 
sons in the town to recognize him. The 
xnuleteer had passed on, the po€t-boy was too 
much frightened to ,know any thing of his 
person^ and there appeared no danger in the 
measure he was intent upon fr^m any other 
quarter, within his knowledge : he therefore 
determined upon repairing to Corbiers. 

Father Gregoire had bcen returned about 
an hour frora St. Dennis, when it was an- 
nounced to him, that.a young woman had 
brought a letter, which she was to deliver to 
him in person. . 

The good man instantly went into a con- 
fessional chaiTiber, to which he directed she 
should be admitted : he made nö doubt but 
she was some unfortunate girl, who had been 
kd astray from the paths of virtue, by the 
-artsof seduGtion; and, that, afteran avowal 
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of her transgressions, she mtended to takc 
the veil under the lady abbess^ bis sister« 

The.supposed peniteat made heir appear- 
ance: the almoner wasstnick with her beau- 
ty^ and with her innocent, but highly inte^ 
resting, countenance ; the features of which 
appeared perfectly familiär to his memory,. 
though it did not occur to him, that he had 
cver seeü her before. 

The ietter being delivered, and its con^- 
tents perused^ Father Gregoire desired the 
maiden to take a seat. He eyed her atten- 
tively ; and, after Sorae little time, during 
vhich his mind seemed/ to be greatly. occu- 
pied, retired from the confessional, clo$ing 
the door after him. 

In about a quarter of an hour, Father 
Gregoire returned: Pauliha arose from her 
scaC wheH he entered, but was desired to 
aesume it: she complied. 

The priest asked her a variety of ques« 
tions ; to which' she gave answers with the 
utmost naivetSy and so remarkably distinct» 
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and perspicuous, as to raise her much in tfae 
opinion of her friendly ipiterrogätor. 
- Her döscription of the manner in which 
the Coünt had received her, and his assur- 
ance, that she was not his oflFspring, were 
delivered in such pathetic terms,, that the 
priest was «xtremely affected. 

He had his doubts on some points : for 
when he compared her age with the date of 
the Coünt 's absence, white he was making a 
tour throughout the continent, it seemed by 
no means improbable that Paulina might 
have the truth on her side. 

"'How long is it since you saw your 
mother?" 

Paulina sighed : " Oh, faither, too long^ 
too long 1" 

" Have you no recollcction of the date? 
Cannot you form any estimate of the inter«^ 
val which has passed since you saw her? ' 

" The school-mistress teils me I have 
been with her about ten years ; that I was 
brought to her by the same person who waa 
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xny reputed father, and who two day& ago 
calied to undeceive me. My heart teils me 
he is not my father; but it claims for a 
parent that gentleman who stopt on his way 
to this place." 

" That, Paulina, may be the effect of 
Imagination; we should, however^ come 
nearer to the poiat if you could speak more 
particularly regardmg your mothcr. Do you 
remember her features ?" 

Paulina's eyes glistened ; she seemed to 
be inspired. *' Remember her ! Oh, father, 
höw can I^^er forget her! she was aU 
mildness, all kindness, all aiTection, towarda 
her little Paulina !'• 

The poor girl held down her head ; her 
tears flowed ; and her heart seemed ready 
to break, while she 4escribed the good qua-« 
lities of her parent ! 

*^ Alas! she is no more, and Paulina k 
left an orphan on the wide world !" 

** What kind of a person was she? Was 
she tall, or Short} fair, orbrown?** 

<* How shall I describe her ! She was att 
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aügel ! tall and graceful ; faix as the lily ; 
but the canker of cjire had destroyed the 
rose which once adorned her cheek. When 
in private, she gave a loose to sorrow j and 
xnoistening my cheek, as she fondied me in 
her arms, lamented that day which gave me 
birthP' 

" What was the cause of her sorrow ?" 

^ That I cannot particularly State : pro- 
bably she thought it unsafe to confide the 
occasion of her grief to one of my tender 
years ; but^ from her being always unhappy 
after conv6rsing with her fatl^^^r, it was na- 
tural for me to conclude, and indeed she 
often expressed, that he was the principal 
jource of her alfliction!'^ ^ 

" What bficarac of her ?" 

** Heaven knows! suddenly she disap- 
peared: seareh was every where made for 
her; but in vain: from thac time I never 
beheld her/! 

'< Her name ?'' 

** St, Hilaire." 

The priest start^: he gazed for some 
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time at the innocent Paulina, seeming la 

examine her features with particular attep- 
tion. 

" St. Hilaire ! — It must be so ! Say^ 
daughter j did yöur father and mother !€• 
side together?" 

" Yes i from niy e^rliest mempry, to the 
day on which she disappeared.** 

*^ Nay, daughter, that cannot be." 

. Saying this he opened a small closet, and 
taking out a collection of. manuscripts,, 
turned theni over üntil he came to one wbich 
he opened^ and ran bis eye over, with seenxr 
ing eagerness and anjsiety. 

For a few raoraents bc appeared to re- 
flect on the contents : then, waving bk head^ 
as indicating a negative to her claim, put 
by the papers, and shut the closet 

" The Count cannot be your parent.*' 

« The Count 1 what Count V 

** The person N;vhom you säw at Moadon» 
He was, for a great part of the time you rei- 
fer to, in Italy : for two years, of tbat po* 
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riod which corrcsponds with your account, . 
he was, to my certain knowledge, iii Langue- 
doc : besides^ I never heard him speak of 
any offspring, which, as he possessed a most 
ing^nuous mind, and that I was his father's 
confessor, he certainly would have confided 
to me, if in cxistence. But we may possibly 
in time trace your parents. Had you any 
relations ?•* 

" Nene but an uncfe j my mother'si bror 
ther: but he ^" 

PaulinaV tears ehoaked her utterance j 
she sobbed aloud, and seemed to be iii 
agony at the remembrance* 

^^ Has he too disowned you? speak! nay, 
be Gomforted ; you shall not want a friend ! 
— ^Fear not, Paulina ; dry up those tears, and 
thinkno more of such a monster." 

** Oh! father, call him not a monster; 
my good, pious, kind uncle was no mon- 
ster. Alas ! his.unsuspecting temper caused 
bis ruin: he feil by the hands o£ an as^i- 
sassin!** 
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The priest was not less affected than hi§ 
visitor; he forbore from questioning her 
farther at that time, but leaving her for a 
while, returned with some refreshments, of 
which he urged her to pärtake. 

Nevertheless, he was extremely impatient 
to be further acquaihted with the particulars 
of Paulina's story; though^ in deference to 
the State of her mind, he restrained himself; 
intending to x)btain a complete insight gra- 
dually, and by such indirect questions as 
might leave her the latitude to avoid an« 
swering them, should she think proper, 

** Yoyr father, if I mistake not '* 

." My fathcrl speakj say what, where, 
who is he ?" 

^< I mean, daughter, the Dominican, 
who '' 

** ' Nay, I will not admit the term : he * 
cannot be my father." 

** Ho w long haveyou known that Domi* 
nican ? Did you ever see him before he eoa* 
ducted you to Moudon?" 
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'' Often : 'twas hfc of whom my moiher 
complained; yet to me has he ever beea 
kind/* 

" Do you know his name?'* 

*' He is called Father Anselmo/' 

*^ Whatwas yourmother s maidenname?'^ 

" I know not»'' 

^' Nay ! yoü surely. caii rccollect your 
uncle's name T' 

*' Oh yes, father ; we called him Erna- 
nuel : he used to sign hi$ name Emanuel 
Fourchq." 

** Holy God I" exciaimed the priest, as 
he Started from his seat j " Holy God ! 
Emanuel Fourche ! — Sure, 'tis a dream t 
— ^Poor souU*' ' 

The priest again seated himself ; his eyes 
fixed on Paulina, and his features hetraying 
the interest he feit in her welfäre» He was 
revolving in his mind the satisfaction hi« 
sister would experience, in having under her 
roof the relative of one whose fate she had 
so often deplored. 
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At leqgtby a sudden gleam of recollection 
seemed to fiash across bis mind : he again 
examincd the lines of Paulina's countenance 
with inexpressiblg earnestness. 

The poor girl feit under considerable cm- 
barrassment ; she wa^ at a loss to account 
for the emotion displayed by the priest j who, 
after a while', appeared more composcd, yet 
was evidently disappointed in some object of 
research. 

" He cannot be your father, PauHnaj 

and yet . How long is it sipce ? 

no; that cannot be/' 

Paulina's eyes were riveitcd on the priest's 
countenance : she expected to have heard 
him State some matter tending to elucidate 
the late events; but was, however, far from 
receiving that sati^faction : Father Gre-' 
goire appeared to be so be wildered in his 
thoughts, and so incoherent in his expres- 
sioDS^ that she cputd not guess even at the 
purport of his half-uttered sentences. 

Tke priest tapt at a little window, which 
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was concealed by a green curtain ; in an in- 
stant a lay-brother announced^ at the door, 
that he was in readiness. 

The priest called for pen and ink ; they 
were in^tantiy brought, and a note was pen- 
ned^ of which Paulina was to be the bearer. 

In the mean whiie, a mule was made 
ready; and the lovely orphan, attended by 
an elderly mönk, proceeded toward the 
convent of Saint Dennis« 

Towards the dose of the day, the Do-' 
minican arrived at Cor hier s, and repaired 
without loss of time to .the little^ chapel ; 
whose brotherhood, he doubted not, woüld 
be ready to aflford him refreshment and 
lodging 'y and among whom he expected to 
gain some inteHigence, regarding the gentle- 
man to whom the school-mistress had con* 
signed Paulina. 

No ^ooner had he. made his wishes knov\Ti, 
than it was announced to the purveyor, that 
a holy brother needed refreshment: it was 
tendered to th^ guest j who, having satis- 
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fied his appetite, was conducted to an apart« 
ment allotted to therecepdonof strangers. 

*' Could I not have the plea^ure of sce- 
mg the superior of yonr institutiön ?*' , 

*^ No } he has been for some days abseni ; 
but our pious and belöved fathcr almoncr 
would, no doubt, fcel much happiness in 
being honoured with your society." 

*' Have the goodncss to announce me to 
him/' 

The lay-brother repaired to the con- 
fessional, in which Father Gregoire was en- 
gaged with a penitent. No sooner had he 
concluded that duty, than the desire ex- 
pressed by the Dominican was stated. 

** A Dominican ! Ejiow you who he is ? 
or whence he comes ?" 

The lay-brother could give no satisfaction 
on either point j but he described the visitor 
so accurately, that the priest had little doubt 
of its being the same person who had eluded 
his visit at the convent : he, therefore, de- 
sired, that the Dominican might be con- 
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ducted to a small grotto» which stood in a 
very retired Situation in the extensive gar- 
den ranging along the back of the chapel, 
and bordered to the south by a stream, 
dividing the sacred domains from the ricl^ 
fneadows of -Corbiers, 

Father Gregoire had scarcely^seated him- 
Self on a rustic bench near the entrance of 
the grotto, before he saw the lay-brother at 
the back gate of the cloister, mth a light 
in his handj directing the ,Dominican to^ 
Avards him. 

The priest eyed him, as the light displayed 
his featujes ; but he had not the smallest 
remembrance of the stranger : he feit, how- 
ever, greatly interested in his favour ; for 
His mien and gait vrere forcibiy impressive : 
they seemed so truly religious as to chal- 
lenge accusation, and to command respect» 
It was not easy to disdnguish much of him 
as he advanced ; but father Gregoire thought 
he perceived strong indications of great ta» 
lent, quick comprehension^ and a settied 
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fwelancholy, b^ nö ifieans ßatural^ but rc- 
sulting from the vicissitüdes of foTttine. He 
rose froift the bench, a«id advaiiced a few 
paces to welcome tbe Dominican; whose 
humiKty and deference ccntributed to con- 
firm the favourable sentimeiits his first ap- 
pearance had created. 

The lay-bröther had ttow withdra^n mto 
the doister, leaving the lamp suspended in 
a niche close by the gate: the distant Hght 
occäsionally darted its rays upon the coun- 
tenance of the Dominican, who was on that 
part of the seat nearest to the buildings : 
while Father Gregoire was completely sha- 
dowed by the opposite side of the grotto^ 
which stood obliquely between him and the 
lamp« 

The conversation at first turned upon 
Spiritual subjects; each forbearing to enter 
upon that topic nearest at heart : the Do- 
minican panted for ißtelligence re&pecting 
Pimlina j and Father Gregoire was no less 

VOL. l\U 
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tiesirous to leam the motiYe of the monk 
for seeking an interview. 

The Dominican coinplained of fatigue: 
he had travelled far that day : Father Gre- 
goire advised him to retire to rest. 

^ My mind is ill at ease,"' answered the 
former, ^ and I should in rain seek repose." 

^' Misfortunes attend the most vktuous/' 
rejoined the priest ; ^^ yet, methinks, that 
one of your disposition could find a solace 
in religion ; in the contemplation of nature ; 
iji the contemplation of the stupendous 
works of the Aimighty; and in the con« 
templation of his unboundäd beneficence." 

The Dominican sighed ! he was silent, 
imt the rays of the lamp Struck on the hu- 
mid offspring of his eye, and exhibited a 
countenance deeply «corroded by mental op- 
pression. The wortby almoner sympathized 
in the sorrows of his guest; and, with eager 
solicitude, offered his aid towards their alle- 
Tiation : the Dominican was not insensibfe 
of the kindness. 
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" I have lost itiy peace of mind,'* säid he: 
** there is an inward monitor which, when 
my prayers are offered up to heaven, checks 
every hope, änd humbles me to the dust, 
Years of contrition, ages of repentance, will 
not oblit^rate the deadly stain." 

^* Nay," resumed the almoner, ** chase 
away such thoughts : they become not thy 
calling : Need I remind^ that, to all who 
truly repent, and tum from sin, the hea- 
vens are open? Need I urge the tr^uths of 
those doctrines which, no doubt, are well 
khown to you ? Or, need it be brought to 
your memory, that through the means of 
our divine Mediator——" 

^* Oh^ father, your v^^rds conv^y no 
comfort : my sins " 

*** §peak, brother, what are those sins ! 
impart the cause of your grief j and, in thf 
bosom of our holy brotherhood, strive to 
banish those cares \vhich prey upou youf 
very existence." 

** It werc in vain, fathcr, tQ recount tht; 
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incideßts of my past Ulfe: it woald b^ to de- 
tail an infinity of errors : tut the most im«> 
mediate of my cares arises from the loss of 
a daughter, wfaom I have for many years 
jplaced in retirement ; that she might avoid 
the iniquitous designs of a man whose evelry 
tboi^ht is profane, and whose every act 
faears the stamp of vfllamy*'* 

** Tour diaughter, say you? Heavens! 
ijow will the sight of her rejoice you !" 

The Tesper bell had for some time beea 
sounding its shrill summons ; but so intent 
were the holy friends on the subject, whicfa 
mterested tbem deeply, that it was not un- 
til the cloister gate ppened, and the lay- 
brother, atcended by a monk, were ad- 
vancing towards the grotto, that Father Gre* 
goire rccollected he was trespassing on the 
regularity of his associates. Ke started up, 
and, desii^ing his guest to foUow, made the 
best of his way towards the portal of the 
cloister; whefe the light was still hanpng in 
the niche. On arriving at the gate, Father 
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Gregoire waited an instant; that theDomi* 
nican might move up to his side, and enter 
the cloister with bim : the latter did. so, at 
the same time.raising his eyes towards those 
of the almoner, seemingly to acknowledge 
the civility, 

At that moment their countenances were 
mutually exposcd to Observation : the Dö- 
minican no sooner distinguished the fea* 
tures of his companion, than he atopt short : 
he was strack motionless for a moment; 
but quickly recovering from that State, cx- 
claimed, ** Gregoire l" and turning round^ 
rapidly made towards the botton^ of the 
garden. 

The priest foUowed, so aoon as the sur* 
prise, created by so vcry extraordinary a 
proceeding, permitted: he hastened after 
the Dominican, who, regardless of danger, 
threw himself into the stream ; which car- 
ried him swifty round a point overgrown 
with willowsy and hid him from his eager 
pursuer. 
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It was in vain that search was made; 
no tidings could be obtained of the monk s 
hie. ' • 

.Finding k was of no avail to make farther 
enquiry, and unhappy ander the idea that, 
possibly, the Dbminican had sacrificed his 
life by an imprudence for which no cause 
could be assigned, Father Gregoire returned 
fo his chapel, where the vespers were per» 
formed with unusual fervor: the whole bro- 
therhood were greatly moved by so extra- 
ordinary an incident; and, on being in- 
formed by the almoner of what had hap- 
pened at St. Dennis, all unanimously con^ 
cluded it must be the same individual ; who, 
no doubt, had become deranged in his in- 
tellects, in 'consequence of a disturbed con- 
science : under that impression, a prayer was 
ofF<?red for his safety, and for the forgive- 
ness of his sins. 

Father Gregoire's mind was in too per- 
turbed a State for him to derive any benefit 
A.^«. -^st during that night : he was busied 
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in the endeavour to recal to his memory 
where he couW ever have seen the Domi» 
nican ; who obviously recollected him, but 
of whose featüres he had not the most dis- 
tant recoliectiön : yet the good man could 
not divest himself of the idea of havihg, ät 
some remote date, either seen or conversed 
with himj but the time, place, and occa- 
siott, were utterly rescinded from the men^ 
tal tablet. 

While rummating on the suBject, it 
cccurred to Father Gregoire, that he had ne- 
ver written to his friend the Countj he 
therefore resolved, as the Domihican seem- 
cd to know something of hitn also, to send 
off a letter the next däy, reläting what had 
happened, and enquiring regarding the birth 
of Paulina, 

He accordingly arose earlier than usual 
the next morning, and stated all the parti- 
cülars at length ; coiticluding with a most 
earnest injunction, that the Count should 
disclose to hinxwhatever might relate to that 
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unhappy girl ; who would, in the interim, 
be safely retained, under bis own sister*& 
Charge, at St. Dennis. 

A difficuUyj indeed, arose in regard ta 
the Count's address, and the exact route 
he was following: concluding, however, 
that he must pass thrpugh Constance, and 
that a feigned name would be no longer ne- 
cessary, the priest directed his letter, " To 
the Count de St. Hilaire, at the post-office» 
Constance." 

The whole of Corbiers wer^ employed in 
dragging the river for the Dominicau's 
corpsie; but that Operation proved bpth use- 
"less, and unsuccessfql; for he was an exp^rt 
swimmer, and speedily gained the oppo§ite 
bank; whence, favpured by the clpuds.which 
heavily yielded to the wind, and obscurecl 
the moon, he lost no time in following the 
CQurse of the stream upwards : rightly coa- 
jecturiAg, that, if ariy pursuit werc made, 
it would be along its d<qscending course^ to- 
wards Friburg, 
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Proceeding in that manner for about an 
hour, he suddenly found himself dose to 
those romantic woods which so beautifully 
encircle the rieh and floürishing manufac- 
torics of Gryers. 

Knowing that he was now within a mile 
and a half of St. Dennis, whence he had» 
only that morning, so clandestipely retreat- 
ed, and, that, if he were to be seen by any of 
the inhabitants of Gryers, notice would be 
given to the monks j he resolved, notwith- 
standing his weariness, to proceed to Lau- 
sanne ; there to take advantage of one of the 
many carriers, always to be found on the 
great road leading through Granson, 3o-. 
leure, and Zürich, towards Constance, and 
St. GaL ^ 

, 'J'his resolve was immediately put in prac* 
tice : and he was so fortunate as to find at 
Lausanne a spare mule^ returning iii Charge 
of a carrier from Lausanne to Soleure; 
whence he obtain^d further conveyance to 
Baden } from which be.proqc^eded.onfQpt to 

^5 
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St. Gal ; arriving there on the morning of 
that day when Philip had deEvered to him 
the letter from the Chevalier. 

Iii the mean while, Paulina had been re- 
celved by the lady abbess in the most afTec- 
tionäte manner ; but the latter forbore to 
interrogate her, respecting the cause of her 
retiring to St. Dennis ; probably, in conse- 
quenceof Father Gregoire having written- 
that it was an affair both of mystery, and of 
delicacy;^ and, that, so soon as the duties of 
his Office might allow, he should wa^lk over 
to the abbey for the purpose of Consulting: 
her on the subject. 

There was something peculiärly attractivc 
in Paulina's manner, as well as in her coun- 
tenance : the former waV dignified and grace* 
fiil, but, at the same ttrne, perfectly easy j 
the latter was beyond descripti(w expressive^ 
and at once interested every beholder. The 
nuns $eemed to vie in kind offic^ towar<I& 
their young companion^ and the lady ab- 
bess was quite charaa^ witb, and sympa* 
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thized in the sorrows of, her amiable pro- 
fege. 

Gradually Paulina recovered her spirits, 
and displayed great animation ; tempered 
however with such urbanity and decorum, 
as evinced borh the excelleiice of her dispo- 
sition, and the extreme^care that h^d been 
taken in regard ta her principles: she was 
devout, without hypocrisy; gay, without 
levity; anddiscreet, without afFectation. 

The third day after Paulina had been 
placed at the abbey of St. Dennis, the letter 
which Robert had writtcn from Thun^ giv- 
ing an account of the duel in which he had 
been engaged, arrived at Corbiers: seeing^ 
whose hand-writing it was, the worthy 
Lorrain anxiously opened, and read its^con<^ 
tents. 

He was _extreme|y concerned, and löst 
no time in Consulting Father Gregoire, in 
regajd to what should be done. Until that 
moment the latter was ignorant of Robert 
having accompani/ed the Count 3 but so soon 
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as made acquainted with that circumstance, 
he congratulated his frierid oii the excellent 
hands into which the youth had fallen. 

" Make yourself easy, son ; the lad is 
wich a man who will not only guide him 
safely through this unpleasant affair, but 
Vrill he to him both a firm friend, and an 
excellent example. I know the Count well : 
he was baptized in these arms, and edu« 
cated under my own care : assure yourself 
that Robert is highly fortunate in making 
such an acquaintance«" 

*' You mistake, surely, father; heis not 
with any Count, but' with Monsieur Le 
Brun; of whom he writes in the raost 
grateful terms." 

" True, son j I had forgot : my friend's 
name is Le Brun.*' 

Jf pthing h^ppep^d for several day«, wor- 
thy of notice, vnti| one tnorning, as the 
ajlmoner waa about to proceed on his in* 
tmded yi$it to his sistec^ a man was brought 
inta the- town> who appeared to be at 
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the last extremity: he had. been seyerely 
wounded^ and repeatedly expressed a wish 
to receive absolution, A message was, ac- 
cordingly sent to the chapcl j where Father 
Gregoire was Standing outside the portal, 
giving directions to the lay-brother regard» 
ing some matters to be attended to during 
his absence. 

So soon as the worthy priest received the 
message, he instantly foUowed its bearer to 
a ruinous cottage on the skirt of the town ; 
where he found an elderly woman in deep 
distress, with several chiidren around her 
in tears« 

After the usual salutation and benedic-- 
tion, the priest was led into a small back 
room, where the wounded man was lying« 
m a corner on a bündle of straw ; his head 
supported by an earthen vessel, by way of 
pillow : all within the habitation indicated- 
extreme ppveity. 

The dying mau made a motion with hi& 
band» e?;pr€.$8ive gf his wish to be left ia 
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private with the almoner : the old woman 
retired. 

After looking stedfastly for some time in 
his face, the priest askcd, " Is not youx 
name Chaunet V* 

The poor fellow was overcome ; he turn? 
ed asjde, and gave vent to a fiood of tears: 
recovering a little from the confiision wbich 
overwhelmed him, on finding himself re- 
cognized, he seemed, but with considerable 
diifidence^ to scan ihe lineaments of the 
priest 's countcnance z at length, he cläsped' 
his hands together, looked fcrvently towards 
h^aven, and clbsihg his eyes, as though 
abashed^ yct in wonder, in a faint voice, 
and with extreme agitation, exclaimed, 
"Tishim!^* 

Both were för a while silent } the priest 
was affected by the Situation in which he be- 
held a former acquaintance; while Chaunet 
was overcome with the most lively remem« 
brance of former occurrei^ces, in which that 
man, whöm Providence had ordained should- 
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Teteive his last confesslons^ had been princ^ 
palFy concerned, 

The priest went to the door, and beckon- 
lüg to the old wotnan, enquired if Chaunet 
had any friends in the neighbourhood ? he 
received for ans wer, that she knew of none ; 
that she had received his wife and children' 
as lodgers about a year before ; and that on 
th^ demise of the former^ who had been 
interred at her expence, the babes were left 
entirely on her hands ; for she had never 
received any remittance for their suppört, 
nor heard what was become of Chaunet 
untii that hour, 

" Send your neighbour to thechapel, to 
require that t'ather Baudin repair hither in- 
stantly with- medicines and instruments, that 
he may assist our unfortunate friend : haste l' 

Chaunet had now become tolerably com- 
poscd; he was in much pain, but endea^ 
voured to suppress his corporeal anguish, 
under the pleasing hope of relieving^ bis ^ 
miad by a disclosure o£ his sins : fae feit 
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peculiarly happy in seeing, during bis last 
moments^ one to whom he was under great 
obligations^ and wbo it was n^cessary should 
be acquaUited with many particulars of his 
life, 

Summoning a sufBcient degree of forti- 
tude to commence a desperate struggle with 
a variety of recoUections, which seemed to 
rise up in judgment within him, and nearly 
compelling him to silence, Chaunet beckon- 
cd to the father, and pointing to the wound 
in his side, whtspered to him to approach. 

The priest seated himself in a position 
favourable to the implied intentions of Chau- 
net, and, taking the hand of the latter, en- 
joined him tp an open avowal of his tres- 
passes 'y he pomted out to him the Jbenefits. 
of dying in a State of perfect contrition, 
and at peace m ith all his fellow^creatures, 
in such forcible terms^ that the poor fcl- 
low seemed transported with extacy. 

Rxing his eyes on the priest's fbrchead, 
on which a large scar was very conspicuous^ 
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he asked, " Do you know who inflicted 
that wound ?'* 

*' No^ son ; 'twas given by the band of 
an assafesin, who escaped unseen: his in- 
tention was frustrated by the divine interpo- 
sition : I forgive him!" 

" Do you?' exclaimed Chaunet wildly; 
endeavouring to raise himself : his strength 
failed hitn, bat he drew the priest's 
band to bis parched Ups, and, as he be- 
dewed it with his tears, kissed it in seem- 
ing 7apture: the exerdon overcame him^ 
for a muiute, or two, he lay nearly deprived 
of sense; on recovering, th^ priest aske4 
how long he had suffered under the wouadj^ 
of which he coitiplain^d : it w^ the third 
day. 

" How s^nd where did yoi| teceive it? 
Speak, son.} nor feai> to goßfide to me those 
errors from whjcb your niisfortunes have 
Sprung, — What — stiU silent? Nay, take 
courage; the worst is over : recollect, that 
it requir«s more fortitude to commit a sin^ 
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than it does to repent of one. I clearly 
perceive you have been wounded in a bad 
cause." 

Chaunet groaned piteously ; he again en- 
deavoured to rally his spirits, and, after 
some hesitation, his eyes down-cast, and his 
lips convulsed, made an effort to discharge 
bis conscience from a heavy burthen im- 
posed on it, by the manner in wbich he hadt 
passed his latter days; 

*^ Father, this wound was r6cefved in tfic 
Service of the celebrated Raymond, whose 
numerous, atnl highly disciplihed, band 
are become theterrorof theeastern can- 
.tons. I was selected> with about a dozen 
more, to perform a Service he seemed to 
have much at heart. Some nine, or ten, 
days agO) I accompanied him to Geneva, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the particir^ 
lars regarding some treasure, which, it was^ 
reported, was about to be sent towards 
Neufchatel : we were both in disguise^ and- 
just quitting the town, when an English 
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carriage, driven by a bkck coachman, who 
had with him on the box an invalid soldier 
with only one arm, drove out of the inn 
yard where we had put up our horses. 
The captain seemed. Struck with the ap- 
pearaiice of a gentleman who was in the 
carriage, and, after it had driven ofF, made 
particular enquiries in regard to whence it 
had come, and whither it was going. 

•' Having received §uch information as 
seemed to please him greatly, my Comman- 
der ordered me to go oflf at speed towards 
Lucerne ; and to waft at a post we generale 
ly occupy, in a wood running along the 
Zill, near Konau j there to collect a smäll 
band of chosen troopers, under the com- 
mand of our lieutenant Reignier, and to be 
in readiness against his arrival. I was par* 
ticularly directcd to send out spies on both 
the great roads, through Arburg and Lu- , 
cerne, to watch the motions of the carriage 
we had just seen j which I was to describc 
vcry minutely. 



1 1 6 TH£ DDMINICAK : 

*^ Accordingly^ I pushed on, by th6 way 
of Aigle and Int^rloppen, while the captain 
topk the road to Friburg: be passed the 
carriage before it had advanced a mile be- 
yond the Rhine, and on the second evening 
informed us, that he had traced it as far as 
Corbiers, and doubted not but it would 
pasß through Lucerne : we have spies in the 
several inns, generally atnong the stable* 
boys, who never fail to give intelligence of 
every movement pf troops, as well as of all 
travellers who appear worth the trouble of 
stopping. 

^^ Onthe second evening after the captainV 
arrival, he was informed by (mr scout at 
Lucerne, that the carriage was to move on 
the next day by way of Zürich: all our 
fprce was therefore so placed as to intercept 
ir i but, though the signal was made that it 
had left Lucerne, it was not to be seen in 
that direction; our Commander therefore 
rode to the summit of our watch Station^, 
and in a short tlme announced, by means of 
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u bugle^ and flag, tfaat the coach had takea 
the read to RapperswiU. 

We rode after it^ but such was the spced 
with whkh it proceeded, that it was not 
untii we were dose to Utznach, that we 
coüld get within sight of it ; and then at near 
a league distance. 

** The night waß fast ^approaching, while 
a terrible $tof m impended ; it broke upon us^ 
just as we passed the town, with sjuch vio« 
lence, that it wa« with difEcuky we kept on 
öur horses. At length We arrived at the 
bridge of the Thur : that river was running 
over it with such violence, that it wa§ totally 
impos^ble fot the carriage to häve passed? 
it was not long befpre we discovefed it j close 
under the shepherd's cottage on the hiU by 
theroadside. . ^ 

^^ After some coüsultation, it was deter- 
mined to obtion acces^ lo the interior by 
stratagem^ and then to attack the party 
without ^iving, qoarcen The captaia and 
Keignier gained admission; but, to their 
^reat surprise, were assayilted so soon as 
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within thc door. We did all in our power 
to rescue them ; but after an ineffectual 
contest, in which many were killed, and 
itiyself, among others, desperately wounded, 
Vferc obliged tp retreat, leaving our officers 
to the mercy of their opponents.** 

During the foregoing narrative^ Chaunet 
was frequently obliged to pause ; he was too 
weak to say more than a few words at a 
time: the intervals were ages to the priest, 
who was all anxiety to learn how the affair 
had terminated ; but the relator was now so 
exhausted as not to be able to proceed 
further. 

The old woman at this moment an- 
notmced the arrival of Father Baudin, 
who was immediately admiited. Having 
ezamined the wound, which had been 
made by a carabine ball just above the left 
hip, he applied some dressing thereto ; hi$ 
countenance strongly expressing the füll 
conviction he entertained.of the inutility of 
mrgical aid. A cordial draught was admi« 
•^••tered to poor Chaunet j who appeared to 
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be as much cvercome with gratitude, as be 
had been by exertion in making the fpre« 
going detail. 

Father Baudin considered it indispensa« 
bly necessary, that bis patient should be left 
to tbe cbance of a little repose : he, observed, 
that bad che wound been attended to in tbe 
first instance, and the ball extracted, tbe 
eure would bavebeen easy; but the violent 
exerciscc^^endant on riding füll a bundred 
miles, in little more than two days, andat 
that 8eason of tbe year, had induced such a 
gangrenous tendency as to leave no doübt 
of a fatal is6ue. 

Tbe obvious impossibility of obtaining 
furtber Information, at that time, determin* 
^d Father Gregoire to proceed towards St. 
Dennis ; leaving Chaunet in charge of Father 
Baudin; wbo, in case of extremity, would 
perform cvery religious ceremony: in re- 
tiring, tbe almoner did not forgit to fumiih 
tbe.old woman witb some money, for tbe 
purpose of providing any refreshment that 
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might be ordered ; as also for the subsist- 
ence of herseif and the children« 

The ^te of the Almoner's miad could 
not easily be described. Unacquamted with 
the issue of so extraordmary, and so daring, 
an outrage, it was natural fdr him to enter- 
tain the most alarming appreh^sions re- 
specting the Count's fate. He {Hctored to 
himself the unequai conflict^ and anticipat- 
ed the early arrival of ißteltigeitee of tfaie 
most afflicting nature. 

More than once he turned back towards 
the cottagc, resolving to awak imtil Chau- 
net might be able to answer the questions he 
shoulä put to him, as to tl^ State of the 
defending partyj but when he considered 
the improbabiiity of the poof fellow giving 
faim the particulars, and tbat it was not only 
painlul, but dangerous, for him to hold any 
conrersätion while in so weak a staie, Fa- 
ther Gregoire retumed to hi^ thapel, and, 
after describb^ to the brothers what he had 
^^sed, was about to follow the field* 
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pjLth towards Bauliaa's a$yldm,t whep «6eing 
doctor Lorrain walkipg in his garden^ k 
occurred tohim, that, as Robert was witfa 
the Count, it wa$ expedienthis neigfabour 
sbould be mformed of ivhathad transpired; 
Iest».by the sudden arfival of ojipieasant 
news from the eastward, the matter mighc^ 
be.abruptly announced, and ; occasiou seri» 
ous consequences araoog the yoimg cotpor 
ral's frtends». 

The lay-brother was sent to summon the 
doctor^yho speedily arrived) andaccompa- 
niedthe Alponer towards the gfid^^j'^here, 
both being seated^ the un^loome tidhigs 
wäre announced to the worthy Lorrain, 
whose irame trembled tf. the recital. 

Father Gregobe heM for th some prospect 
of the wounded Inan's recovery, and ob- 
served^ that if any aocidenthadchäppened^ 
among hts friend's party, there /wouid^ no 
doubt^ have been an eitpress sent to aoquaint 
themi he* therefore entertained favourable ^ 
hopes as to the resiilt j and recommeiided, 

VGL. 1*1. O 
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tfaat, as yet, nothing should be ssud on the 
subject to Madame Lorrain, ndr to any of 
the family. 

Both were so much interested with the 
inelancholy topic, that the dinner Bell 
sounded foefore they separated: it was 
rather late för the Almoner to proceed to 
St. Dennis, but he cerjsunly would /have 
fulfilled that intention had not a messenger 
arrived from Father Baudin, desiring his im« 
mediate attendance at the cottage. 

On his arrival he found thät priest lising 
his endea^ours to stop a considerable efFu- 
sion of ^blood, proceeding from an artery, 
near which the baU hy encysted, and, by it^s 
friction, had caused the vessel to give way. 

Döring - the time Father Oregoire had 

* been absent, a great alteration had taken 

place in Chaunet; who begäh to tallL inco- 

lierently, and to mix prayers and blasphe- 

my in the mo9t horrtble mannen So soon 

» 

a$ the Almoner entered the room, the poor 
sufferer reproached him in the most forcible 
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terms, and wrth tbe. utmost bitterness, for 
having biassed him from thc paths of rec- 
titude,4ind for leading him to a profession 
v^erein murder, and sacrilege, were consi- 
dered as mere p^time. 

Both the priests werc shocked^ but* 
lost no timc in performing those ceremo* 

nies tt^hich should purge the miserable 
Chaunet from his sins, and render him 
acccfptable as a true penitent: every mo- 
ment seemed to add to his pains, until he 
was so completely exhausted, by thos6 exer- 
tions whicb Increased the discharge of 
blood from his wound, th^t at length he 
recUned/ perfectly senseless ; äiid» ^^^^ the 
exception of some convulsive Starts, re- 
signed his breath without further motion, 
or suflfering. 

Early the next morning, t^ather Gregoire 
walked to the abbey, to dtsctose his senti- 
ments regarding Paulina's afTalrs, as well as 
to State the occurrences oF thc preceding 



124 THE DOMIKICAN^ 

«day : he found bis sister extremdy eafifcr to 
, be infotmed of all the pscrdculars rdating to 
her fair charge^ and not less anxious to as« 
•certain what'had become of the Dominican; 
Who, it Was generally believed throughput 
Corbierg, had been drowned in attempt- 
ing to CT038 the river at the foot' of the 
gardea, 

It was in rain they compared all the dr- 

cumstances that had happened» in which 

tnat monk had partici{>ated : thev^ h9wever, 

feit the conviction, that, by debarring him 

from seeing I^ulina, and, if possible, from 
' •' ' • * 
^ cven knowing where she had taken refuge, 

~ they would be serving her, and ppssibly 

mijght, in the end, compel him to make 

some avowal, which should serve as the 

clue for ascerfaining hier birth. 

In this they feit perfectly secure, b^causc 

the Öominican had openly disclaimed her j 

thefeljy giving ai-ight to others to search.for 

her connetiions : ' it was also a matter of 
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sopie importance, that the Cöunt liad under^ 
taken that ofHce^ and, >^ith his wonted ge* • 
nerosity, paid a year's charges in advancc. 

The Fatter circumstancey added to the 
mahner in which Paulina was affected whea , 
»he firstsawtfte Cöunt, created strong sus- 
picions in themind of the Abbess, as to the- 
relationship that poor girl had claimed : alE 
that her brother could urge to the contrary 
was of öo äväil, She was strongly itnpress- 
ed with 'an opinlbri, that the Cbunt had,, 
from motives öf delicacy, thought proper to 
conceäl the. exi&tence of suck an öffspring |, 
änd nothihg coülff overtule the idea she. 
^htertairied, that Paulina's recognitioii of 
bim was theresult of sympathy ; or that. her 
memory was strongly impressed with the 
isnage of her pärent; though she had not 
Seen Ijim for füll ten years. '" 

The good lady Turther remarked, that 
iTie Separation of Pauliha from her father 
tbök place about the Urne öf his marnage \ 
and, älthough she coufd not well compre- 
hend the conduct of the Donunicän in 
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general, she concluded . he must have 
been frequently in some Situation where he 
cöuld öbserve ;what passed: it was clear 
'that he knew the Count } and it was no 
less certain that he knew the Almbner ; 
firom both of whom he had vanished 
in the most abrupt and extraordiiiary 
manner. - 

As to bis Visit at the chapel^ the motive 
was piain : he had been berefc of a charge for 
which, it might be supposed, he entertain* 
ed some affection ; but that affection could 
not be very strong, if it permitted him to 
quit bis research, merely in consequence of 
meeting a person w hqse features he recog- 
nized. Then again, bis unaccountable be* 
haviour at the celebrätion of the mass, and 
bis flight from the abbey during the night« 

The combination of all these events 
formed a totale heavily preponderating 
against the probability öF the Dominican 
being, in any degree, related to Paulina ; 
while many circumsttoces tended to corro* 
boratt the belief^ that she was an illegiti- 
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mate daughter of the Cdunt : it was, how- 
ever, agreed^ that not a word should be 
Said to Paulinä on the subjectj. lest her peace 
of mind should be again invaded^ by the 
disappointment of any hopes she might be 
led, from their conversation, to indulge. ♦ 

" Accident sometimes frustrates the 
most wary andcautious desigas," saidFather 
Gregoire, " and puts us in posscssioa of 
that which, by circuitous paths-, leads tö 
discovery : who knpws what may follow 
our possessioii of this piece of antiquity V* 

äaying this^ he took troiiK l}ia pocket the 
agnus which had been found ob the ficoiF of 
the dormitory occupied by the Dominican* ' 
llie lady abbess examined k attentively 
but knew nothing of it i nor did she ap- 
pear to consid^r the agnus as any guide to 
the knowledge x>£ Paulinä's parents ; she 
looked upon i( merely as a common reli- 
gious oüiiamenty which would never 4ie 
sought by the Dominican. ; 
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ülie üct vr2s^ ihat he dkl not notice bis 
loss antil Ins arrival at Laosanne; when» 
fon redring to rest at night, the agnus was 
•missiDg : supposing it to have been broken 
away durmg bis exertions in the stream, he 
tonsidered it to be irretrievable : but, even 
sf he had known into \(rhose posse^sion it 
iiad fallen, it was not Hkely he would 

« 

have retumed to clatm it ; nötwithstanding 
he might have reasons for being excremely 
chagrined cmtheoccasion. 

The agnus was now faniished with « 
new ribbon, and the Aloioner, ^er sus- 
pending it from bis own neck, was cover- 
iog At with bis garments, so a» to remain 
'concealed, unless intentioaally brought to 
view,. when the abbes^ observed- that, pos- 
sibly, Panlina mig^t recegnize it. 

^^ True, sister; send for her instantly: I 
think it probable she may thence be abie to 
thtow somelight on her own history j £1:^ it 
is to be supposed, Chat, if tt had ever been 
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worn by any of her friends, she coüld not 
fall to retain in her meiriöry by whom, äiid 
atwhattime." 

Oh cnquiring fdr PauHna it was stätedl 
that, notwithstähdihg the request of sist'ef 
Isabelle, whö was extfemely iH, tHe kind- 
hearted gifl häd sat üp with ner alT nighti 
and was just fallen asieep in her cell: it was 
therefore determmca to defer the cnqui^y 
to sonie other time:: as she did not awake 
beforethe A}monerreturnea home,the latter 
töo^ back' the a^iius with bini tö tlie cbapel. 

During the t wo ^sücceedlngdays. a rumour 
begah to prevaiL thät some very senous 
accident had happened to the ?.entleman: 
vrhose black servant had b^en brou^t to 
the inn, bytne retürn: ch'aise from.Thuni 
Without the least commiseration. for tbe 
päfties concerned&, the ihnkeeper and bis; 
cfew indülKed in the most gross ribaldry,. 
ana gave loose to exultation. on.the occa^ 
sioht they pridea therosclvßs on their pre-- 
diction/thaV sorne very alafming accident 
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WQQld take phce, tflf consequence oi the 
Cottnt*s determinatioii to proceed with the 
1)ewitclied horse. 

Crowds assembled to hear the repetition 
of those particulars, which had before beea 
so copiously detaiied among the wondering 
inhabitants of Corbiers; and thousaads 
flocked to the inn-yard, for the purpose of 
sedng the stall in which the horse had stood. 

The landlord, however, went rather 
beyond his mark; for in recountiiig the 
several novekies which tripped from his- 
tongue, and astonished those .who indulged 
in a glass eztraordinary on the occasiop, he 
happened to express some doabts whether. 
' or not, the bewitched animal might not have 
eccasioned Ihe staggers of which two of his 
horses had died within the precedmg week« 
«is sliperstitious guests took the alarm; 
they refrained from visiting an inn which 
Aey haduo ctoubi T?as haunted, and aban- 
^doned the Graffi^ de Raisinsy in favour cf 
the« hitlieno-nedected« Gmllaime TpU . 
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It may naturally b$ supposeS, that the 
Teports in ck^lation^ whleti were daily 
strengtbened by persona passing between 
Tbun and I^usanne, gave consideirable 
uneasin€ss to the Almoner, and especially to 
bis friend doctoi" Lorrain y whose good lady^ 
novi began tb repent, that ever she h^ 
jH-pposed Robert'$ going witbthe Count: 
she even went so far as to dedare, that k 
was possible tbere might be some truth |n 
the Story of the liannted borse ^ gi ving tbe 
accident Robert had siet with in his ren^ 
contre ac Tbun, as an instance of it's au> 
thenticity. 

The anxiety of all parties was greatly 
augmented by the arrival of a horseman, 
whp, OQ^ his way froiB Appenzel to Gene^: 
va, had passed through Geselbach^ where 
he had been infbrmed^ ia general term^i 
of what had bappen^d,, and even had seen 
Reignier^ Standing a^t thi;, window of bis 
cell} but^ as the matter d|dxv9t very parti* 
cularly mteresj^ (he tr^vfUer, beyond the. 
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gratification which the captare of Jisfmcatä 
had every vfhtrt imparted, he bad jogged 
on, wiihout waiting to ascertam exactly how 
the defeaders had com^ off upon Ae occa- 
sbn i all he knew was, that che owaer of the* 
camäge was dangerously wotmded; and. 
thal a yoüiig mai», wTio bad asskted m his 
dSesce, was lying without the SHialtesfc 
hope of feeovery, 

Pbor Lorraii» wa»^ aearly beyond^ hte^ 
S^ses whm he IdxtM t^s much ;. he ia- 
stantly erdered Ms-horse to be saddled^ an^ 
in the meah whäe stept orer to thechäpe^. 
to acquäint Father Gregoire with wlfat Üe 
had' hcard : he Jobad- bis holy xie%h£<ni»: 
engaged^äi söme impoffint buamess retetilig; 
to-the brotherhood^^ thcrefbuB^&j wMrSome 
time ^fore he coiil<lHaye access^^to öom^ 
mumcdite tBfe iaten}ge^ee he* had^ reodyed«. 

After' a Ktt!e eonversafien, iii whicH\ 
tlö' AnriOBer stated the- itnpes8ibffliy< of ' 
bifr teatiHg tlfe- dtapd- that .dayj it «as, 
s«so!wd<^ tftey • fhotAA' m- out etfflf ih the . 
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Hlorftiiig, ahi ftiake tht best of ffieJr way 
tb Geselbach': tbis was rductähtly accided 
tö by Moösieur Edrfato,. x*bö was beyond 
measure liApatietit tc^. äscertain the real 
State of the case*. 

They accötdiögly <fÄpäft<a froiA C6r- 
biers the liext day, aad proceeded srt a Fei- 
sUfe pate^ oti l<:e6itfi£ of äie suitrmess of 
th« umthtty, üritil they arirved at Thuir ; 
viÜim k ti^iwnt^ to tKe px'ksf ^ tKat pbs^- 
bly the Count might die of bis wöundis; 
aifd, thsft ist stttfi cz$6y tbe parentage of 
Paulittä might' remainüÄknÖMHi; hes^ritoflP 
a letföf tO' hfs sisWr, &siring her tb despatcH 
her älratablic wai<rf^ tindtJr diärge of two öf 
the bh>ther* Bdbnging to ' die abbey: 

After havitig rtfrteböd- tfaemsölves and 
tHeit catde, the frifendst illovtd' onr tb 
Schwattfeec ; >^fi€frfe' tfiey intended* td jiüt 
up for the mghty at the;lioüSe öf a ^tfe- 
HiaÄ of ^e pt?est*ä^ Äcqüaixltäixce» whb'hid 
withift a: fextf^mbtttHrsfettM^ tfitfe \idtfrhis ' 
lady;. T^he' lattef rtCdVcrf tfeiti' vity cbr- 
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diallyr but lamextted tUcy had notamved 
an hour before, as her husband had left 
home about that time to visit a Gerinan 
gentleman at Soleure, who had sent ta him 
on some pressing occasioxu , 

Tbe next moraing after breakfast they 
mounted their horscs^ and about the close 
of day arrived at Luceme : here they feimd 
the reports fally confirmed, and every thing 
seemed to certify that Robert was in a vety 
dangerous. way» 

This occasioned such agitation in the doc- 
tor^s mind, that he became much indisposed^ 
and was the next ihoming so feverish as to 
render h expedient for him to remain, uu(;iL 
he should be better able to proceed. In the 
mean whüe he despatcheda messenges to 
Baden^ wbere he had a brother, to inform 
him of the misfortune under which Robert 
was supposed to be suffering» 

Feeiing himself so ill, that it would not 
be possible for him to go on the next day^ 
tbe doctor suggcsted the propriety of Father^ 
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Gregoire's proceeding by himself ; observ- 
ing, that so soon as Paulina might arrive, he 
would take her under hi^ own Charge, and 
conduct her wkhoHt deiay to Geselbach^ 
To thts the priest readily assented,^ and, 
betimes on the foUowing day, pursued his 
joumey ; taking the southem roa^ leading 
thrdugh Kusnacht,. Sattel^ and Yberg, to- 
wards Hindere where he vp^ls received with 
great cordiality by the protestant clergyman 
of the place i to whom he had förmerly ren- 
dered some Service» 

By him he was informed, that it was 
not Robert who was wounded, but iyoung; . 
ofEcer of the Turgäw cavalry; and, that t|ke 
Count had been very severely h\^m bot 
was so fix recovered, that it was itltended 
he ^hould proceed at d^^reak the next 
morning to Appenz^; where he would be 
comfortably lodged, under the immediate 
attendance of his surgeoo. 

As it would be too bte for the prksl to 
rea$h Geselbacb that evening, he determia* 
cd to go no £urther than Vesenj^ whcre^ 
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aftef er össihg the narröt^ pari bf the lake of 
Wahtät, he arritcd in ä fei* hours, Here 
the bfother^y öf the little monästery öf 
St. John, eonfif med all tKat hsfd been stated 
to the pfriesf byhis fii6hd at Hihdep;^ addmg;^ 
that Räymömt \^a5 said to be dy&ig, and 
tbat Monsieäf Le B#un w^ io arrive ät 
Appeiizcf äiat sam^ cvenmg j öne ojf tH^ 
btothertf afförncd; tIbaSr every thiii^ ^äü; 
rcady fot Bs dtepan&?c' tfialfe nibrning; 

Heärlhg^' tlife; the Afiiioner Aoügfit it 
would be best to proeced direct for Ap|>cn^ 
zel ;• feaViiig tfeb. tovfn .o£ Öeselbäch aboiit 
tBrec dr'föttf niflk oft tHe feft: it \irias truV 
tfiie ittad iffzi nbV q\i!?e sb gööd^ but ir was 
nibre sÄady, and Ife^ä diikty/ 

Öe Sad' prdcded^d' abdüir tJiireü hcJuJrif,: 
aftö' leiavjn^ VeSehi when, öiiäibeüatlig att; 
emti^ncij öVer' Whlcii the rbad led iri aii 
easy asfeefnf ^ thfe prfe^sttJpped hVhorWtb': 
admire the beautliS^^ df the sürVöünduig 

• 0n' th't rfgKt* läy a' ^äHey, completc^" 
'"* ^'"^cd xJ!th woöäs cömposcd öf^oaks». 
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maples, elms, bdeches, and other valu» 
aWe thnber, strötihifig ^along the borders ^ 
of the black waters of the uiifathomable ' 
lakc öf Walstat; beyond which the moun- 
täins'of Glaris tose in all the rugged maF 
je3ty of nature : a't thelr. back, the summits 
of the. Grisson ränges displayed their tow- 
ering peaks, seemmg to derlde the more 
humble undi^lations between Glaris and 
Schwitz ; whose vine-clad ascents, now in 
füll bearing, offered to the eye one of 
nature^s most beautiful displays. 

The venerable Almoner was lost in con- 
templation : with him such scenes wrought 
powerful eficcts; they aWakened a thou- 
sand reäectiöns, and caused him to lament» 
,as well as to wonder ät, the folly of man- 
kind^ who, neglecting the bounties of hea- 
ven, of which all might abundantly partici« 
pate, tumed their thoughts towards devas* 
tation^ allowing en>qf and jealousy to baiiish 
friehdship and contentment ! 

Fron) this reverie his attendon was roused. 
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by the distant sounds of bugles^ in thedi«- 
rection of Geselbacb, vfhosc spire seemed 
modestly to raise it's taper pinnacle above 
the woods oii bis left. 

In a few' minutes he distinguished, at 
about a mite distant before him, a number 
öf horsemen proceeding, at a great ratc^ 
ainong the trees : their route lay acros» bis, 
as he moved forwards in the direction to* 
wards Appenzel. 

The party, which jie doubted not con« 
^isted of cavalry belonging to that can* 
ton, probably performing some evoludonst 
passed on, and were seen no more; butjt 
as the priest descended into. a hoUow, 
through which ran a highly cultivated 
glen, watered by a .little -stream bending; 
it^s course towards the lake, a single horse- 
man v/^s seen urging a sorry iooking steed,^ 
as though to foUow the troopers« 

l'here was something military, but pecu- 
Uar, in bis appearance: the priest thonght he 
had somewhere seen him ; but the object was 
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soon envelcped amidst thc heavy foliage af 
thc \;vilderne$s ; leaving the traveller to 
pursue his ^ay, bis mind busied in the 
cAdeavour to supply tbe means of recollec« 
tion : the traces werc, bowever, too ind's.- 
tinct to be followed. * 

Father Gregoire jogged on at an easy 
pace^ and late in the evehing arrived at a 
small village about a cjuarter of a mile short 
of Appenzel: he stopt at sevtral houses, 
with the intent to inquire whereabout the 
surgeon of the place resided; but not a 
soul could be seen until he arrived at ^ 
little pothouse^ that stood at the further 
end of the place. 

It was thronged with peopIe> who seemed 
intent on some very interesting subject : the 
Altnoner therefore passed on to Appenzel, 
where he was. not long in gaining the infor^ 
mation he sought. 

Mr. Van Bock's residence was^pointed 
out, by a ^person who stood near a Uttle 
cistern in the tnarket-place; it was nearly 
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frontmg the end of the main street, änd at 
once^ by it's appearance^ established an 
opinion, that it's occupier must be a person 
X)f some consequence in the town. The 
priest proceeded towards it ; his heart elated 
at the expectatiou of 8c5 soon eiffbracing his> 
friend ; of embracing the son 9f his pa-- 
tron; of embracing a noblemian suffering. 

ünder both bodily ihjury^ and mental^ dis^-- 

* 

quietude.. " 

On arriving at the döor^ the pneSt wäi. 
imtnediately attend^d by ä yöung man, who. 
re^ectftilly enq\iired hi$^ busii^es^, and held« 
the stirrup'while the TeVeren'd father shöuldi 
alight; he was rewarded with ä benedictiönj, 
äfter Mdiich, enqüiry was made Whether the 
suTgeonwcre athome.. Receiving an änswer 
in the afSrjn'ative,JFather Gregoitt was aboüt 
to alighj ; wben Mn Von Bock, hearing bis 
name mentipned^ and seeihg a refigieuse at 
^e door, ipame to pay liis res]'>ect5^ änd to 
Asher his guest into in apaitment. 

After xhutual: civiÜties; And aa- oÄet of ' 
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r^fre^hinent« thp^surgeon enquired if it was 
in his power to roidet.any Service.. 

" I am come^ son, to visit your worthy 
Patient: will y^u haye the good^ess to an« 
noun^e jto him, .th^t, hearing of his misfor* 
tune, I have conie all the way from Corbiexs 
to embracC) and to affbrd him every conso« 
lation in my power. I was rejoiced to le<^rn 
on my way that he was so mach recovered.*' 

Mr. Von Bpck feit embarrassed : he had^ 
so many patients, many of whom corre- 
sponded with the general description given, 
that he feit it neces$ary to in(|uire^ which of 
thcm his visJtoT meajit; 

*^ The npblemap who is under your im« 
mediate charge." 

" Doubtless y pu , mean thc . Coui^t : hs, 
thank God, is pcrfeptly recoyered» and left 
my house about; four days agp to rejoin hia 
regiment at Waldshut. Ah! it was asad 
accident, but he had^ only to blame^his 
own imprudencec it is not «very body who 
qan ride a spirited horse. " 
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The priest was, in his tum, not a little 
perpkxed: he could not imagine how tö 
xeconcile the account he had heard at 
Vesen, with what Mr; Von Bock had said ; 
and as to the horse, it was so in Opposi- 
tion to the habits of the Count, who, in 
consequence of the illness under which he 
had suffered previous to his marriage, never 
mounted a horse at all, that it appeared 
piain there was some cross purpose in the 
business« 

** We certainly are under some mistake, 
son; the Count de St. Hilaire could not have 
arrived before yesterday, at the farthestr 
you know he did not quit Geselbach before 
the afternoon." 

*^ I know not whom you allude to, fa« 
ther: Count Alsdorf certainly has o: j^. 
bere for these four days; and as to the no- 
bleman you mention, he has never been 
near mc j nor can I boast the honour of 
his acquaintance. Was he in need of 
a>sistance ? 
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** Report States, thät he was severely 
wonaded in defending himself from an 
>attack, made upon him by a party of Ray- 
mond's bänditti. 

" Indeed, father! surely, ifithad hap- 
pened in this quärter we should have heard 
of it I entertain the hope, that you have 
been misinformed ; for that daring robber 
has been, for these ten days, confined in 
the prison at Geselbach ; from which place 
he' was rescued this morning by a large 
pariy of his people, who found means to 
obtain admission into the prison as a reli-^ 
gious procession, and liberated both him, 
and Reignier, their lieutenant. Heavens ! 
when shalh we be freed frotn such outrages ! 
Pöor Monsieur Le Brun !" / ^ 

«« Le Brun ! whät of him ? Speak, son !' 
^^ Doubtiess, father, you have heard what 
has happened to him?**^ 

•* I have — say, whcre is he ? it 19 him I 
seck!'* 
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*^ Poor gentlemanj I aiu.but this momcnt 
returned from visiting his lady : it is dbubt- 
ful wh^hcr she will ever get over it/' 

*• You fill me with sorrow, son; but the 
Count (Imean Monsieur Le Brun), h'«is, I 
ttust^ recovered of his woun4 ?*' 

" Ohl yes, fatheri that was in a fair 
way : in a week^ or tea ds^ys» h^ n^ght have 
proceeded oi;i his jo^rney^; but^now there is. 
no saying what may happen : the violence 
he has undergoiie will probably prove fatal !'* 
The Almoner wa? al^rmed : his features 
expressed the surprise and anziety which 
fiUed hiin: in;a qu^ulöus tone, he asked, 
*' What violence?" - 

Mr. Von-Bock^ seebg the stafe of the 
priest's mind, and deafcous toexplain what 
nad happcn^din; «uqh xnanner as should ra* 
ther tend to reli^ye, thapLto augmcnt, his dis- 
tress, related the occurrence more as a matter 
of report> than as ^ faqt well authenticated. 
But, notwithstanding his urbanlty, and 
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ihe manner in which he had glossedover 
the principal incidentS) k was casy firf 
Father Gregoire to form a right judgmcnt of 
the case. No pen could describe his suffer-' 
^gs ; I^f however, called in religion to hSg 
aid ; and» afiter many pious ejacul^Kioiis» 
begged to be acqnainted vith the particulärs 
of the rescue. 

Mn Von-Boch» having been at Geselbach » 
Vaa able to satisfy bim regardihg every 
point) and oSered his opkuoii ^t Ph^ 
was nothing hetter than a spy belongiiig w 
the gang ; and that he had contrited not 
cnly the escape of Raymond, but thß attack 
ijpon his benefactor : an diat die ptiest 
perfectly accorded : he observed diat die 
sangle^horseman he had seen in thefbre* 
aoon musi; have been Philip ; tfid, that 
what had appeared to be a party of the ca^ 
valry of the canton, were the banditti, re^ 
tüming t» thehr haont afte^r sescaing thdr 
officcrs. 

The good man now «lade up his mifid t6 
yu III. H 
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the belief that bis friend the Count was no 
more ; that after taking hixn from the car- 
tiage, they had plundered, and caused him 
to sign a draft on 'bis banker, according 
to the common practice of such villains; 
which done, he was probably murdered, and 
his'body left as a prey to the wolves, A 
series of . melancholy reflectiöns followed ; 
crowding upon the disturbed mind of the 
Almoner, who now regretted that he had 
sent for Paulina ; the more so, as he doubted 
not that the letter he had written to the 
Count remained in the post-office at Gon- 
stance. ^ 

Mf. Von-Boch omitted nothing he thought 
might comfort the unhappy Almoner ; but, 
unfortunately^ the subject was of a nature 
to furnish but little consolation ; espedally 
as the banditti appeared determined, whe- 
ther.irom revenge for the loss they had sus« 
tainedat the shepherd's cottage, or in pur- 
suance of their original design, to ppssess 
% of the person, rather than of 
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the property, of theii* uususpccting victiin : 
hence it was not easy tö penelräte into their 
motive, or to form any probable conjectute? 
as to the result. 

Father Oregoire was so milch pleased 
with the manners, and kind disposition, of 
his entertainer, that he accepted an invita- . 
tion to partake of supper } this, however, 
was a great concession; for the priest made 
a poijit of always taking up his night's lodg- 
ings within consecrated walls, if such exist- 
ed within a moderate distance ; therefore, 
when he heard the convent bisU ringing for 
the last time that night, after which none 
could be admitted, a blush stole upon his 
cheek, as though he feit conscious of a 
trespass. Mr. Von-Boch, perceiving his in- 
quietude^ requested he would not trouble 
himself in regard to a lödging ; as the apart- 
ment intended for the unfortunate Count 
was at his command. 

Father Gregoire acknowledged the kind« 
ness in suitable terms ; biK he fores^w tha)r 
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Bucli an allotment would not prove very &- 
vourable to his rest ; be antidpattsd tbe eSea 
that vould be prodnced on bisj nerves, by 
his occupation of that chambei^ which wa« 
intended for the Coant} and knowlag, tfaat 
ill placed ceremony is at all times an error,' 
he imparted his sentiments without reserre 
to Mr. Von-Boch; who acqtiiesced in the 
proprietj of his objeetiong, and varied the 
arrangement so as to meet the priest's 
. wishes. 

With such a burthen oa his mind, it was 
not K) be expected that sleep would be 
prompt in shedding its balmy infiuence 
over the Almoner : it was not, indeed, ontil 
a late hour that he closed his eyes, and then 
but for a while, by no means adetjuate 
to recruiting bis strength, or spirits. v 

Hifi slumbcrs were like those of a pcrson 
approaching to delirium, and presented him 
with 3 thousand ghastty Images; such as 
catised him to rise so soon as he heard any 
""""" (tirring in the honse. 
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Undemanding that Mn Von-Boch was 
not an early riser,he lost no time in perform- 
ing bis usual ablutions, and obeyed the 
summons of the matin bell, then calling the 
inhabitants of the Beguine convent to join 
m thanksglving to the Creator, for the return 
of llght, and for the protection granted them 
during the past hours of darkness. 

The Almoner was immediately admitted 
within the sanctuary^ and having made him* 
«elf known to the prior» accompanied th« 
monks into a cloister; whence the pro« 
cession passed into a 8 mall chapel» divid^d 
in the middle by a grate, on the other side 
of which the nuns were arranged acQprding 
to their usual order. 

The joyous orisons were about to con« 
clude, when, at the instante of a Beguine 
who was kneeling before a low marUe altar, 
and whose face was coyered by a deep veil, 
a prayer was offered up for the salety of the 
Noble Jean, Robert, Count de St. Hilaure« 

^^ The Almoner was astonished 1 bis eyes 
were fixed upon the Beguine, under the 
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hope of seeing het countenance; but in 
vain : the prayers being concluded, she has- 
tily retreated into the opposite cloister, and 
in a moment disappeared. 

There was something pecuHar in the man- 
ner of the Beguine's offering up the prayer 
for the Count ; she appeared to be much af- 
fected, and at times soSbed very audibly : the 
olher nuns seemed to regard her with great 
cqmpasrion aad deference ; and the prioress 
evidently treated her with marked respcct 
and kindness. 

; " Pray, father," said the almoner to the 
prior, as they were about to quit the chapel, 
" what is the n^me of the sister who an- 
nounced the prayer for the Count de St. 
Hilaire'ssafety?'' 
^ ^' She is called sister Louisa/* 

-" "What interest has she in the safety of 
the Count?'' 

"I know not } but she has been in the 
habit of offering the same prayer for several 
days." 

" Are her connection« known ?" 
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*' They are not : in that instahce she bb- 
serves inviolable secrecy ; bui she has prö- 
mised, at a fit time, to ireveal her who!e 
history, and to render some important Ser- 
vice to the public." 

" Does she never cjuit the convent?" 

*^ She has been with us only the time I 
have specifiedj therefore it k not easyfor 
me to give you any insight iato her con-* 
duct ; but, if you are desirous to gäin infor- 
mation regarding it^ our lady prioress no 
doubt will affctrd you every facility for th^t 
purpose» 

" Sister Louisa was admitted from motlves. 
of humanity j she was in great distress, and 
appeared rather deranged in her intellects : 
however^ I believe she is now morc com- 
posed } but there are moments in which she 
isby.no means to be trusted: we scarcely, 
know what to think of her, but raake na 
doubt of her being respectably connected ;. 
and that whenever she may relatc the par- 
ticulars of her life, they will be found highly 
interesting/* 
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Fatfaer 6regoire*s heart mekeil at the 
description givea of the unfortunate Louisa: 
bis curiosity was strained to the utmost, 
and he would have giyen kingdoms to have, 
at that moment, ascertained the motives 
which actuated her to pray for the Count. 
But zs there was no prospect of obtaining 
the information he sought^ he returned ta 
the cloister, and participated with the monkt 
m their frugal repast. 

The prior pressed him to stay, but tbe al* 
moner was so anxious to gain inteltigence re* 
specting his friend*s fate, thaf, he excused 
himsetf Mttdei the plea of urgent business^ 
and returned to the hpuse of Mn Von- 
Boch ; who had been some tlme waiting, m 
hopes of seeing him at the breakfast table. 

It was noon when the good priest mount- 
cd his mule, and quitted Appenzel: he tra- 
velled at a vcry slow pace, and arrived at 
Monsieur Pierard *8 just as he was sitting 
down to supper with Robert, The latter 
y^zs in ecstacy when his reverend fnend was 

and received his embrace with 
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the most heart-felt satisfaction and re$pect ; 
he drew a seat for the priest; and, in a mo* 
menty enquired after all his friends at .Cor- 
biers. 

** You should have writtcn to them, son ; 
they. have sufiered greatly in consequence 
of your silence. Monsieur Lorndn was too 
uneäsy to remain at home, after hearing of 
the attack which had been made upon tnj 
friend, and that one of his companions was 
dangerously wonnded. Poorman! he ac- 
companied me as far as Luceme ; where fall- 
ing ill> in consequence of die uneasiness he 
fek on your account, he was compelied to 
remain: however, I hope he will shortly 
arrive in health and safety/* 

Robert was greatly Cejected at hearing 
the above account of Doctor Lorrain, änd 
was equally surprised tp learn, that a letter^ 
which he had gfv^en to Philip on the day 
diey had arrived at Geselbacfa, with m« 
junctions to put into ifae post-office at the 
aubcrge, had not rcached Corbieni» "Hc 

b5 
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resölved to start by day-break the next 
morning, and to make the best of bis way 
to Lucerne ; which, as bis borse was fresb, 
night be reached before the gates would be 
closed for the night. 

Leaving the almoner for a few mihutes^ 
to collect the particulars relating to the re- 
scue^ and regarding the Countess's lament- 
able condition, the youth ran over to an- 
nounce his.inteption to bis .iriend the lieu« 
tenant, who had just stept into bed, and 
would probably have refused admlssion to 
any other person. 

The young offioer was extremely averse 
to losin^ bis companion» but he could not 
oppose so laudable a design: after a few 
minutes passed i^J^e mutual expression of 
good ^vill,. and the hopes of an early meet- 
ing under more favourable circumstances^ 
they were about to separate, when the 
lieutenant, oyercome with chagrin at seeing 
Robert quitting bis bed-side^ detained him 
by. a firm and convulsive grasp with both 
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his hands : he was silent ; at length, . he 
suddenly exclaimed, " I will go with 

Robert smiled ; but the exultation he feit 
was speedily overcome by the refiection, that 

' his frierid was not sufficiently recovered.to 
travel^j and especially to make so long a 
journey on horsebück in one. day; He had< 
began to remonstrate, when the lieufenant 
reclined on his pillow, in a stateof dejec^ 
tion : his wound had been s^träined by thi 
effort he had made, and the conviction of 
his^ inability to execute the intention hc 
had ävowed> pressed too forcibly on hi$ 
miod : his lip trembled, he. .sjghödy and 
looked expressively at the afflicted Robert; 
while each had a kindred tear springing 
froii) its matrix, as though eager to fall on 
their united hands, and to seal the unioa 
of their hearts. 

An abrupt transition, front sorrow to 
}oy, occasioned the features o£ Robert to 
reassume their usual animation : ** We wiU 

' go to^her in the coach/' said he. j 
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In a momeiit the lieutenant's eye re- 
eiimed its lustre.: springing out of bed^ he 
called for his attendaat^ to give the neces- 
saiy Orders; repeatedly thanking the yoyng . 
corporal for that bappy' Suggestion, which 
hsA thus prevented their ^ Separation, and 
added a new link to the cba|n of friendsbip« 

Robert . left his friend, and returj^^ 
10 Monsieur IKerard^ where, on stating 
the vesoiution above notiped, that geatie« 
man. gave his hearty approbation to the 
measure ; as did al^ Father Gregob'e } who 
would^ villiagly have accöinpanied them, 
bat he foundhin\self alreadymuch £aitigiied, 
aud judg^ it prudent to be in the way, to 
take advantageof any ffivourable tui^ in 
the. Coiuitess's Situation, as well as to be at 
hand, ith ca;e she shouki unfortunately be 
m more uxuninent danger. 

Avril was at first extreroely downcast,. 
whm the oi?der wsiiS.given for prepouring the 
eoach by da^^break the next monusng ; but 
when he undevstooMk the pnrpose» w4 that 
Father d^oire wass ta remain afe MOnsiimf 
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Pierard's» his mind was eased, and he obey- 
cd with perfect alacrity. 

The honest African so^n Ifarnt that Ro- 
i>ert*8 letter Jiad miscarried : of course, as he 
kxiew it had been given to Philip, another 
ärgument was füniished to him in s^pport 
of his Charge against the Veteran : in truth, 
$q many well substaatiated facts were ad« 
dueed» that incredulity itself must have he« 
sitated in pronoundng him innocent« 

They set out rather before day^break, 
and proceeded in safety^over the bridge 
which had formerly obstructed their pro- 
gress : on arriving opposite ihe bank^ up 
which the coach häd aseended, towards the 
ähepherd's cottag^f each involuntarily heav- 
ed a dgh : a look towards the well knowi^ 
spot produced in both the most painfui retro- 
qpecdon: tliey passed on in silence, As the 
day became more conspicuous^ and ofFercd 
to their view those sublime scenes whick. 
eharacteriae the caaton of Ghris ^ display- 
ing the herds/and iocks, erery where abun«* 
dant; the ripened com seeming to invite 
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the sickle; the rosy apple, tbe darkened 
plum, and the rieh offering of the vine 
peeping from under im cbänging. leaves; 
their minds becaqie more tradquillized, and 
they launched out in admiration of the ail- 
bounteous productions of nature. 

They looked forward to the pleasure of 
rejturning to Geselbach, accompanied by 
Doctor I-orrain;. and : they enter täined the 
hope,that, as proper means had beea adopted 
to ascertain what had become of tbe Count, 
it woidd not be long beföre they should be 
gratified, by seeing him once more reatored 
to that happiness, and tranquillity, to which. 
his amiable qualities so richly entitled him» 

The distance was too great for them to 
proceedon io Lucerne; they therefore 
agreed to halt at Sattel, and tp rise early ; so 
as to reach the former town in time for 
breakfast the next morning. 

This they eflfected with easej and Robert 
kad the heart-felt satisfaction of finding, that 
Monsieur Lorrain was perfectly re-establish- 
ed ia his health : it was indeed that gentle* 
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man's Intention to have mounted bis horse 
in the evening, and to have rode as far as 
Sattel, or eventually to Yberg j so as to have 
reached Geselbach the next day, without 
too great an exertion. 

The Doctor would probably have set ofF 
onthat morning, but he had been detained 
by the absence of Paulina, ^ho was hourly 
expected; having been seen,,near an hour 
before the arrival of the coach, about a 
league to the westward of Lucerne. 

When he understood how affairs were 
situated, it seemed to hini proper that the 
unfprtunate girl should be sent back to St. 
Dennis; but, upon further considerätion» 
he resolvfed to take her with him, and to 
place her under the direction of the Goun- 
tess, to whom her society would prove ac- 
ceptable ; while, at the same time^ she wpüld 
be in readiness, in case any matter should 
arise relative to her parentage. 

In a little time after this resolution* had 
been taken, a monk came to the inn, .and 
enquired if Father Gregoire had been there ? 
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he was answered in the affirmative ; and 
was further informed, that he had proc^eded 
towards Appenzel several days pästj but 
that Doctor Lorrain, who had arrived with 
him, and was detained by indlspo^tion, was 
then in the house. 

The monk retired, and in jiboüt ten 
minutes rcturned with his lovcly charge, 
who was seated on a mule, led by another 
religieuse« 

Paulina was immediately introduced t^ 
the Doctor^ who acquainted her with the 
directions of Father Cregoire, and expressed 
the great pleasure he should have in con- 
ducting her to that worthy man : the mule» 
he Said, could go back with the monks to 
St. Dennis, as the coach would conveniently 
accomnf&date the four persons, who tioyr 
constituted the party. 

Monsieur Lorrain would wfllingly have 
detained the £ithers to dinner ; but tfaey ex- 
cused themselvesy stating that they had aU 
ready been absent too long from their mo- 
nastery, as they had made very ahort stages,. 
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being apprehensive of injurüig the health of 
their young companion; wbo had not been 
accustomed to travel^ and was greatly fa- 
' tigüed by riding : they therefore departed» 
taking mth theih letters from the Doctor 
^nd Robertj to their friends ac Cor hier s« 

Thoog^i ttoaccustomed to Company^ and 
left wkh three persons who^ were total 
strangers to her, Paulina wajs not aba$hed: 
she conducted herseif with that kind of ease^ 
wfaich 1$ the soul of eleg^nce, and give^ ^■ 
grace to fv^ry action. 

Ther^ ws^s a certain fufivet^ in her di^po* 
sition which at once ^ubstantkit^d her qlaini 
tp candour^and good sense; and which, add* 
ed to ;^ face beaming with intalligenc^ and 
kindnessy and a form which ^ualified her to 
become a model fpr sculptor^^ ampnnted to 
such a Kombination as rarely meets the eye, 
but wounds th^ b^art of every ßpectator.. 

Thq doctor, who knew Paulina'a history, 
though. h^ was tili tlien uaacquainted with 
her persons contamplat^ b^r, according tQ 
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Ins habitual.benevolence, wirb esteem anrf 
compässlont he was delighted with .her 
conversation, and did all in bis power to 
convmce fier of his disposition to rendcr 
her Service. 

The young mpn were not less solicitous to 
pliease htr; but they feit aii intcrest, in so 
doing, very widely difFerent from that which. 
actuat^d the worthy Lortrain. The lieu- 
tenant appeafed to forget his wound; he 
was gay, clieerful, and gave a löose ta his 
natural vivacity: Robert, on the contrary,- 
became thoughtful, and rather disposed to 
melancholy: in lieu ofopenlyexpressing the 
deliglit he took in the presence of Paulina, 
he seemed intent on stealing a glance at her, 
when there appeared an opportunity for so 
doing) unobserved by his friends. 

After dinner they walked through the 
town; aiid, under the guidance of aperson 
sent with them by the innkeeper, visited 
the several m^ufactories, and examined 
whatever was curious; on this occasion Pau- 
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lina was coiyducted by the doctor; the 
oung folks Walking afcer tbem arm in arm. 
The host bad particularly recoramend- 
cd them to stay another day, that he 
might gratify them with the sight of his 
regiment; of which, as already stated, he 
was extremely vain; and he was not a little 
mortified that they should allow business 
to supercede what, he thought, was a Singu- 
lar favgur on his pärt, and must to them 
have proved an unprecedented gratification. 
Had the party beeil in want of post-horses, 
they would have experienced a disappoint<p 
menf,' similar to that undergone by the 
Count, when he quitted Lucerne. 

When they took their seats in the coach 
next morning, the doctor handed Paulina, 
and insisted on the lieutenant's placing him^ 
seif beside her j kindly observing, that he 
woüld be seated more at his ease, and be 
less liable to feel inconvenience from his 
wound ; Robert sat vis-a»vis to his young 
friend ; who frequently raHied him. on the 
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manner in which he seemed to havcexcluited 
himself from tbe general conversation« 

It was in vain the yoath endeavoured 
to'banish a certain pensive mood, by no 
means natural to hini^ under ordinary cir- 
curastances: he feit the singularity of his 
deportment, and was not a little chagrined 
to find it noficed by hils companions: he 
made söme attempts to shake it off, but 
witbout success; iiideed» if aiiy e^t was 
produced by bis endeavours, it was rather 
in addition to that inquietude under which 
he was labouring, 

The coach stopped at Sattel, and the 
party alighted^ while the borses were turned 
loose into a riqh paddock^ to refre^ during 
the heat of the day. A cold cbllation was 
served up, in a neat room fronting the road, 
where a window being thrown open to the 
iiorth, admitted the fresh air, and oflfered 
to their view the delightful scenery of the 
bighly cultiyated piain of Hermites, termi* 
nated on the lefc by the lesser expanse of 
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the lake of Zug, while at a distance cm the 
right were seea the tomanticsummits of 
the Lachen mountains» tanging along the 
Southern baok of the Zürich lovaters. Before 
them the Zili n^oved m stlent majesty along 
it's meäodermg course; intersecting the 
plain in a variety of directions, and seem* 
ing to float the lofcy spire of the abbey 6£ 
Hermites. 

Theiprospect was enchanting; all, save 
Roberto were loud in it's praise, and the 
docto^ was pbinting out to Paulina, as tfaey 
sat together close to the window, some of 
the most pleasing objects, when a small 
carriage on two wheels, drawn by two 
horses^ and driven by Amhrose, who had 
been discharged from the Count's Service^ 
stopped inunediatdy opposite to them^ so 
äs to obstruct their view. 

The carriage was dosed oa that side 
which was nearest to the inn; so that it 
could not be seen who was in it: the land^ 
lord was desired by Ambrose to pass round 
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to the opposite sidc, where he received di- 
rections, and in a minute M'aited upon the 
traveller with a glass of cold water, and a 
small platter of biscuits. The horses were 
supplied with water, Mh|le their driver diel 
not folget to take agood draught of maigre 
wine,^and to put a small loaf, together with 
a. good lump of cheese, and a bunch of. 
garlic into his pocket: these things beingj 
done, ihe chcdse drove off nearly aj^peed ; 
thereby raising such a dust, as compelied 
the party to close their window until it had 
spbsidedr 

" That IS a stränge vehicle/' said the 
doctor to the landlord, as the latter came 
in to remove the viands, aiid to place an 
abui^dant de&ert in their stcad ; '' but it 
scems well calculated for expedition,*' 

•^Yes, sir." 
How many persons were there in it ?" 
One, sin*' 

**^ What did he appear to bc?'* 

" A religieuse." 



4( 



A ROMANCE* 16/ 

*^ Do you know him ?'* 

The landlord hesitated : .he asked what 
Tvine* Moasieur "vrould like to have with 
bis fruit; ho doubt Mademoiselle would 
ehoose a glass of bis liqwurs ; they were 
excellent, and were famous throughout the 
canton. 

" Büt this religieusö ? ' 

** Yes, it was a rQÜ^ieuse : the coffee will 
be ready in a /ew minütes ; I can recom- 
melid it; for it is scnt lo me evcry year by a 
brother, who has. a capital plantatiou at 
St. Domingo.'' 

Saying this, the host disappeared. 

'* He is an oddity,*' said.the lieutenant: 
Paulina smiled assent; and tlie doctor, 
taking out his snuff-box, observed that 
probably the landlord had smarted under 
the ecclesiastical lash for some intemper- 
ate expression, and did not feel disposed to 
hazard the repetition of his punishment. 

. Towards the cool of theeveuing Avril 
was directed to put the hprses to the coach^ 
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and the patty resumed their seats: they 
proceeded by the way of Hermites, aad in 
about five hours anived at Utznach, where 
they were comforta^y lodged for che night. 
After bre^kfast the ntxt moroing they re« 
sumed their joumey, and got into Gesell 
bach a Httle after mid-day. 

. The re-union of thid groupe was beyond 
description interesting : PaaUna threw her- 
«elf at the feet of Father Gregoire, who re<» 
ceived her vrith unfeigned regard. Btif 
the pleasure.he eacperienced in her safe 
arrival, was greatly alloycd bj the consider- 
ation, that she was even farther fcmoved, 
than at their former interview, from the 
objectof her research: there was a znelan« 
choly cast upon his features, which assured 
the fiur sufFerer, that something relating to 
her interests was at least unsettled, if not 
absolutely unpropitious, 

The surgeoA had been each day to Visit 
the Countess, who was considerablj^recöver- 
€d } she was, indeed, so ht rc*established as 
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to bc able to sit up in her Chamber, but h^r 
spirits were extremely depressed, and sh« 
passed the hours in the most mournful de- 
jection.^ 

. The Almoner had exerted his rhetoric, 
and summoned every religioiis argument to 
her cpmfort; unfortunately, not with that 
success which generally attended his at- 
tempts at consolation: she appeared to be 
absorbed in thought, and,.at times, wrung 
her hands, wept, and cried, in all the an- 
guish of despair. Gradually, however, she 
became more composed, and endeavoured 
to controul her affliction: with that view, 
she had, during the morning, requested that 
either Father Gregoire,-or Monsieur Pierard, 
would keep her Company ; so that by con- 
versation she might divert her thoughts^ 
and banish that despondency which sh^was 
sensible was feeding on her heahh. 

Some travellers, passing from the bor- 
ders of the Rhine towards Zürich, had re- 
ported at the aubefge, that numbers of the 

VOL. III. I 
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militia of Coire, Glaris, Mayenfdd, and 
other parts of the league, bad bc^ permit- 
tedjby consent of the magistrates, to ässemble 
for the purpose of attacking the haunt of 
Raymond's bandicti: an ofiicer of the Zürich 
cavalry had been at uncommon pains to 
impress them with the absolute necessity of 
extirpating so obnoxious, and so rapacious a 
gang; and Iie hadpledged himself for the 
success of the enterprise, provided the exe« 
cution were confided soldy to his manage^ 
ihent. 

Though the magistrate» were not san- 
guine in their expectations of getting rid of 
their troublesonie neighbours, yet they 
were so goaded by the reproaches of the 
people at large, for their having, duriag 
many months, turned a d^f ear to the offer, 
that shame and fear combined to effect that 
acquiescence on their part, which spirit and 
duty ought to have anticipated. 

The enterprise Would, however, have 
been very slowly acted upon, if it had been 
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left to their conduct. Mappily that resent- 
ment which had bjeen generated by the late 
rescue, rekindled the ardour formerly dis« 
played, but suppressed as needless when 
Kaymond was taken» and now caused the 
heads of the several communities to prepare 
in eamest for the intended assault: the religu 
ous establishments especially interested them* 
selves on the occasion ; urging the populace 
to voiunteer on so praise-wortlSy zn under- 
taking; and promising pardons, absolutions, 
remissions^ indülgences, and dispensations, 
out of number to all who might enrol them- 
selves on the patriotic lists. 

The rumour of the intended attack liav- 
ing reached Father Gregoire, he had been 
dnring the moraing employed in ascertain- 
ing it's veracity, which appeared to be tole- 
rably well founded ; but, as he wisely judg- 
ed, that, if it should proye to be merely a 
report, the thing would die away ; and, that 
it was possible to urge the good people of 
Geselbach> whohadhteiyexperiencedsuch 
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an outrage, and whose market was thus 
destroyed^ to join in a league against the 
maraudersj he had been using his endea- 
vours to rouse the inhabltahts to a sense of 
their duty ; and, either to aid the southern 
communities, in case they should have 
taken the lead; or to form a nucleus 
around which they might collect, and thus 
raise a formidable Force : owing to this he 
had been abroad during the whole morn- 
ing- 

Having welcomed his friends after their 
journey,' and caused some refreshments to 
be placed before them, the Almoner pro- 

• 

ceeded to the Countess's apartment; and, 
on being admitted, informed her of the 
manner in which he had been employed 
since breakfast : the Countess was much 
pleased at the description he gave of the 
disposition evinced by the population of the 
town, and feit her mind somewhat relieved 
by the prospect, however fiaint,it afforded,of 
fieeing her husband again at liberty. 
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" And in order to make the rime pass 
more pleasantly," said the priest, " I shall 
introduce to you a young woman, with 
whom you eannot fail to be highly pleased." 

" I am greatly indebted to your kindness, 
father ;'and shall be obliged by your doing 
so: is she of Geselbach?" 

^^ No, daughter; she is an orphan com- 
mitted to my charge, and has been sent 
from the abbey of St. Dennis under the 
hope of ascertaining her paren^age } which, 
of itself, would intcrest you in her bchalf ; 
but when you have passed an hour in her 
Company, I am certain you will entertain 
the highest opinion -of her merits : our 
young friends below are by no means in- 
sensible to her beauty." 

*' You excite my curiosity greatly; 1 
should like to see the poor thing; an or- 
phan ! I need not say how much pleasure it 
will afford me to render her service : have 
the goodness, father, to introduce her; I 
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feel anxious to * see her, and to enjoy her 
s pciety.*' 

Fathcr Gregoire lost no time in com- 
plying with her request : in a few minutes 
he returned leading in Paulina, who was 
dressed in the neatest stile, and had on her 
head a little straw bonnet, from which hung 
a beautiful white veil ; furnished her by the 
abbess to keep off the suns rays as she 
travelled. 

The Countess was forcibly Struck with 
the elegance of her form, and the easy air 
with which her visitor approached: ri^g 
from her seat, she was about to advance for 
the purpose of meeting her, when the art- 
less girl expccting, as a matter of course, to 
be saluted,raised the veil, and discovered her 
features. 

The Countess suddenly became agitated, 
and as ^le exclaimed " Paulina St, Hilaire !*' 
felT back into her chair, apparently lifeless« 

Conceiving that surprise and pleasure had 
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caused the fit, ic was judged proper to re- 
move Paulina, until the Countess might re- 
Cover sufBciently to admit her : the former 
therefore retired, but in extreme dejection ; 
for she now feit assured that the Count was 
her father, and that his lady,' wbo she 
perfectly recollected to have seen with him 
at Moudon, was determined he should not 
äckaowledge her. 

It was natural for such an opinion to act 
very forcibly on her mind ; where it com- 
mitted considerable havoc, and made her re- 
solve upon removing from under the rbof of 
Monsieur Pierard, so soon as circumstances 
might admit: she became dejected, and at- 
tracted the notice of the Almoner; whoques- 
tioned her, . in the most delicate manncr, 
on the subject of the change in her disposi- 
tion* 

Paulina, in her usual ingenuous manner, 
eicplained to him all that had haj^ned 
wh'en she met the Count at Moudon : what . 
related to that circun»tance he knew only 
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so far as regarded the supposed recognition 
of.her parent; for he häd not been inform- 
ed of the manner in which the Countess 
had deported her seif on that occasion. 

Although that lad^ had experienced a 
relapse, in consequence of the uriforeseen 
efFect Paulina 's presence had created; for 
the priest had purposely avoided any pre- 
vious mention of her name, under the ex- 
pectation of ad ding pleasure to that suxprise 
^le judged would prove so agreeable; he was 
far from' regretting what had happened, 
siace it completely satisfied, and the resem-^ 
blance was no weak proof to his mind, that 
Paulina was the Count's daughter. 

. Judging, however, that her residence at 
Monsieur Pierard's would prove unaccept- 
able, he resolved, so soon as Paulina men- 
tioned her wish of retiring to some other 
habitation, that she should be removed to 
the convent of the Beguines at Appenzel j 
where she might be received as a boarder* 
In answer to the questions put to him by 
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the Countess, the Almoner stated, that Pau- 
lina was about to enter that charitable 
asylum. 

According to ^at had been settied, 
Paulina proceeded the next day with JFather 
Gregoire td the höuse of Mr; Von-Boch, 
whehce the latter went over to the; convent, 
and having settied every thing to his satis- 
faction, returned to condact his fair charg^ 
within the sacred area. It was her good 
fortuhe to attract the kind regard of the 
prioress, who readily saw into the genuine 
charäcter of her ward, and feit particularly 
disposed to afford her both protection^ an4 
assistanca» 

. Before the Almoner departed^ he took an 
opportunity of enquiring whether the re- 
verend matron could give him any Inform- 
ation respecting the Beguine, Sister Louisa, 
who had in such pathetic terms offered up 
the prayer for his friend, the Count's safety. 
His enquiries were fruitless; the prioress 
could give no account of her past life, and 

x5 
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could säy but Hctk respectmg her coaduct 
during the short while Sister Louisa had 
been among them : all she knew was^ ihat, 
takittg advaaitage of the charitable prindples 
of the Institution^ which aUowed the n^ns 
to quit the conrent whenever they chose, 
Louisa had beea mach abroad; and, oa 
one occasion, had even staid out the whole 
night ; for which transgression mental de- 
rangement was admHted m excuse. 

, The Abnoner was likewise informed^ that 
she had that moming been seen in close 
conversation with an ill-looking man on the 
other side of the bridge, oa the road leadii^ 
to Feldkirk ; whence she had returned to 
her cell, and, after making up a small 
bündle, quitted the convent^seemingly nmch 
agitated. 

The Almoner, whosc hcart was ever opcn 

to compassion, pitied her sineerely; he 

' was anauous to learn the cause of her mi&- 

fortune, and determined to watch her re- 

tum, that he might, from her ewn mouth. 
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teoj&st tbe informaLdon he tbirsted fot. 
With diis view he placed hiititeif in the 
triodow seat at Mr. Von-Boch's, anxioußly 
looking tovrards the gate of the convent, 
tod fuUy resolving to ruh over the moment 
he should See her approach* / . 

His keenness ^as to no purpose: Sister 
Louisa did not return that night« 

Hearing the vesper bell, the Almoner 
quitted Mr. Von-Boch's, and repaired to 
the convcnt; where the Prior received bim 
in the most respectful manner, and ac- 
quainted bim that every attention had been 
paid in preparing an apartment for his ac« 
commodation. 

It was to be expected that the «Almoner^ 
would avail hirasetf of the opportunity, to 
enquire regarding the rumoured Intention 
of the southem communities to attack Ray- 
mond'« haunt: the repUes he received were 
fuHy satisfectory , and encouraged the hope 
tbat th% couiitry would be freed from. so 
distressing a scourge» Eagcrto convey the 
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confirmation to ^his^friends, Father Gregoire 
deparced the next day, having previously 
enjolned the prioress not to allow of any 
communicatiou with Paulina^ 'except by 
permission under his signature; and he 
strongly recommended that every means 
should be used to sooth^ her affliction, and 
to raise her spirits. 

" Büt/'said the Prior, " I conclude we 
xnay admit her parents, if they should call ?" 

" I fear," answered the Almoner, " they 
iR^ill not trouble you : if they should call, 
yoü may certainly admit them : she would 
rejoice to see them." 

*' Is it long since she saw them ?" 

The Almoner sighedj he turned aside, 
raised his eyes towards heaven, and seemed 
unable to answer. 

" You have rankled a wound ; let me 
beseech you to refrain from any mention of 
her parents to the untbrtunate maiden} 
as yet her mind is too weak to enter upon 
a subject, whicb^to her, is peculiarly distress- 
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mg. Oar holy sister will no doubt be a 
mother to the unfortunate Paulina, and in 
your kindness and protection, she will ex- 
perience whatever may be requisite to sup- 
ply the place of parental solicitude. But, 
let me again caution you not to touch on a 
'subject which could not fail to agitate, and 
possibly to depriye her of reason. Adieu ! 
in a few days I hope to be the bearer of 
tidings which may fiU her with joy.'* 

On arriving at Monsieur Pierard's the 
Almoner found the whole town in a büstle : 
the throng of Tolunteers to attack Raymond 
was great; the lieutenant had assumed the 
command, and his fiiend Robert had under* 
taken to act as a subordinate ofEcer; alt the 
old arms in the place were burnished up, 
and Geselbach, for the first time, assumed 
a military air. Matters were in this stare, 
when a dispatch was brought from the 
officer who had been the principal mover 
of the plan, that, as he intended to invest 
the fortress in a very few days, it was ne- 
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cessary tbe whok force should assemble 
without delay at the town of Walstat; 
wbere the several operatioiis would be ar-. 
ranged after the exteat of the armsiment 
shottld be ascertained. 

IiiiObedience to this requidtion, the Ge« 
selbach division were ordcred to be in rea- 
diness for marching the next day: the 
Order was received with loud acclamatiöns, 
and the whole populatioh of the town vied 
m shewing thcir approbation of the mea- 
sures then in procedure. The women 
were busied in making knapsacks and 
cockades for their gallant defenders, while 
the boys, and even the girh, amused them^ 
selves in fighting sham battks; in which the 
banditti were invaxiably defcated, and their 
Chief taken prisoner, and executed. 

' In tbe midst of these joyous Operations, a 
geütlemeoi arrived on horseback, and stop- 
ped at the auberge to inquire where the 
Count de St. Hilaire was lodged? Nobody 
kncw any such person : the gentleman was 
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aimazed ; but, supposing tfaat the Couat had 
dravelkd imder a fdgned name, he descri- 
bed bis persoa, aod staföd tfaat he had beea 
woanded by some robbers abcmt a fortnight 
hack« 

The landlord then direeted him to Mon- 
sieur Fierard's, where oa aeemg Avril he 
beckoned to him £br the purpose of inquir- 
ing after bis master. The honest African 
approacfaed, and in a few seconds recog« 
nized the stranger to ht Monsieur St* Julien, 
the Goont^s rdn^ive. The latter alighted, 
and on enquiring regarding the Count's 
health, was answered by a fiood of tears. 
St. Julien was astonished, and no less griev- 
cd, when Avril^ after a while, recovering 
himself sufficientlljr to mix words with sobs, 
Said: ^^ Hirn massa gone: him missy up- 
stairs: me tink shecome die!*' 

Father Gr^oire> bearing some persons 
talking at the gate^ opened the window, 
and) sedi^ who it was> hastened down 
*8tairs to wdcome the visitor. Their meet- 



184 THE DOMINICAN : 

ing was aOfectlonate, but mournfuL St. Ju- 
lien was cast down beyond measure when 
he heard, that his sister was in so pitiable a 
State: he accompanied the Almoner into the 
parlour, where he was introduced to the 
doctor and Robert* 

*' Where is your young friend?" said 
Father Gregoire to the latter. 

^^ He is on the parade, instructing some 
persons who have only this moming en- 
rolled under his command.** 

It was not long before he arrived, and on 
entering the parlour wasinstantlyrecognized 
by St. Julien tb be Albert Meuron, his 
brother-in-law. The partie^ were mutoally 
iurprised, and naturälly interrogated each 
other as to the cause of their meefing. at 
Geselbach. Albert immediately related, the 
manner of his detention } after which St. Ju- 
lien proceeded to State, that, having re- 
ceived a letter from the Count, informing 
of his Intention to proceed to Vienna by the 
way of Constance^ he had come t6 the de« 
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termlnation of meeting him on the road; 
probably at Merburg, on the eastern bauks 
of the lake of Constance ; and had intimated 
bis Intention in a letter he had lodged for 
the Count at the post office at Constance. 

Having waited several ^ays, without hear- 
ing of the Count, he had thought it advise- 
able to gross to the latter place, and was 
informed at the office, that bis letter had 
beeh duly reccived there, but was taken 
away, some days past, with two othisrs: for 
the same nobleman, by an old soldier^ who 
had but one arm, and who, while he re- 
mained in the town, resided principally with 
his sister, and his daughter, at a house 
which the office-keeper pointed out. 

St. Julien had proceeded to dame Jaque- 
Une's, where he was informed that her 
brother Philip, who corresponded with the 
description, had indeed been there, but had 
returne4 to Geselbach, taking with him bis 
daughtär Annette ; who was to be in the 
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Service of the lady whose husband had -been 
dangerously wounded by banditti. 

*^ Tou aniaze me, son ! Philip surely did 
not find any letters fbr your brother: at 
least so he informed the Count/' 

St. Julien was extremely concerned when 
he heard the particulars of the attack, and 
the rescue ; he would willingly have visited 
his sister^ but Father Gregoire objected to 
too sudden a disclosure of his arrival : it 
was- therefore agreed, that, whenever the 
Count^ss might a^^ear sufEciently tranquiU 
lizcd, the presence of her brother should 
be gradually announced ; so as not to risk 
any obstruction to her recovery. 

That event did not take place that even-- 
ing, until which time the conversation turn- 
ed chiefiy on the intended attack, which 
gave St. Julien the greatest pleasüre. After 
dianer he accompanied the rest of the party 
to the parade, where the volunteers werc 
assembled; and, in a manner which gained 
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the hearts of all the brave ad ventitfcrs, pre- 
sented a purse to Monsieur Pierard, direct- 
ing it to be dispensed, as he should see occa* 
sion, amongthefiamilies of those who,by thdr 
absence» xnight not be able tö maincain their 
. wives and children in a suitable manner. 

A burst of acciamation pervaded the 
ranks; all expressed their gratitude; but 
when they understood that the wounded 
lieutenant. Albert Meuron, .was brother-in- 
law to the donor, the whole became abso- 
lutely tumultuous^ by their endeavours to 
satisfy St. Julien of their firm intention to 
conquer, or die^ under his gallant kinsman. 

The parade being in the market-place, 
immediately between the auberge and the 
prison gate, St. Julien took the opportunity 
to visit the cell in which Raymond had 
been confined. One of the turnkeys, who 
had witnessed all the proceedings of the 
mock procession, attended, and explained 
'every circumstai^ce as it had happened : the 
great chain, which had been fastened to the 
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ring in the wall, was still pendent, and the 
fetters were partially seen under the bed- 
clothes : in fact, nothing had been touched 
since the fatal day. 

Monsieur Pierard thought it might be 
as well to have the room cleaned out ; for it 
was not so fresh as before the chevalier had 
been lodged there : the turnkey immediately 
set about removing what was on the bed- 
stead, when, to the great astonishment of 
St. Julien, a letter, which, from the super- 
scription, he knew to be that he had writtea 
to the Count, feil upon the floon 

"On searching ampng the clothes, two 
other letters were found ; both addressed to 
the Count de St. Hilaire. One of these 
had been written by Father Gregoire : the 
i other bore neither date, nor signature ; and 
was written in terms such as created a 
variety of opinions among the several per- 
sons present. 

Monsieur Pierard triumphed in this ad- 
ditional proof of Philip's treachery} tP 
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which, after hcaring all the particulars, 
St. Julien gave his füll concurrence : it was 
in vain that his relative, and Robert, ät 
tempted to defend tl^e veteran's conduct, or 
to reconcile it to motives in any way com- 
mendable; the several facts, both collective- 
ly and abstractedly, seemed to bear but one 
construction, and to call loudly for the 
most exemplary punishment. 

On the foUowing day, the volunteers 
marched from Geselbach in high spirits; 
taking with them the zealous benedictiön 
of Father Gregoire, and the hearty good 
wishes of those who were not qualified to 
bear arms. The whole town accompanied 
them for a fiiU league^ joining in patriotic 
chorusses; when, having taken leave of their 
firiends with repeated cheers, they escorted 
St. Julien, the doctor, and Monsieur Pie. 
rard, back to the residence of the latter, 
exhibiting in their way every demonstra- 
tion of the most unbounded enthusiasm. 

Much coaviersaüon passed between the 
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Almoner and St. Julien YespectingPaulina: 
the latter feit interested in her bdialf, and 
declared, that, after what had been stated, 
there coutd be no doubt of the €0001*3 betng 
her father. 

*• If," Said he, '* my MSter had bpme 
children, the matter might hare beoi high- 
ly repugnant to her feelings; butj.under 
existing drcumstances, she ought ratfaer to 
coDsider herseif fortunate, in having the op- 
poTtunity of ushering so anüable a girlto 
the World. But I know my sister's dispo- 
^tion too well to be sorpnaed at her ccm- 
duct in this instance: you well know, Fa- 
ther, that where vomen are vain diey are 
rarely charitable } and that nine in ten of 
those who are not blessed wtth aprogeay 
of tfadr own, look with je^ousy cowards 
such 3S happeä to be more fortunate. I 
had hoped, ihat, the latitude gtren to o{n- 
niuns regarding dtHne^tic drcumstances, 
in France, would have made her consider 
this as a mere bagatelle: but pride ever 
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produces rancour, and rancour always makes 
US mean, However, leave the afFair to me ; 
I will accompany you to-morrow, or next 
day^ to See tbis phenomenon ; and, if my 
ideas of her should be confirmed by personal 
acquaintance, you may rest assured tbat sbe 
shall be placed in her proper Situation: my 
sister shall treat her with kindness." 

^* Nay, son ^ compulsion may rather in- 
jure, than promote /* 

" Pardon me, Father ; I know the world, 
and I know my duty töwards society: 
I will compel her to do her duty towards 
her husband ; a husband who^ha« ever de- 
ported bimself towards her with the utmost 
propriety. Shall she then pretend &stidi- 
ottsly to condemn his juvenile indiscretion ; 
or shall she treat with contempt, and indig^ 
nity, a meritorious girl under such flimsy 
pretexts? The more I conader, the more 
I admire that privation to which the Count 
submitted, for the purpose of concealing 
PauHna firom her view; and the more I 
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must condemn that absurd, and cruel, into- 
lerance ivhich compelied her husband to 
deny bis own child/' 

St. Julien promised, that he would not 
enter upon the subject until his sister niight 
be in spirits to bear so delicate a discussion ; 
and, not even then, unless it should appear 
to him, from what Paulina might State, that 
drcumstances should Warrant bis support- 
ing the opinion arising from Father Gre- 
goire's representation. 

As the Countess remained extreüiely 
weak, it was considered inadviseable to in- 
trpduce St. Julien to her previous to his re- 
turn for Appenzel, whither they repaired 
on the ensuing day; leaving to Monsieur 
Pierard> the ofEce of acquainting her, when 
he should judge proper, with the arrival of 
her brother from Vienna. 

They were received by the Prior, who, 
with great satisfaction strongly depicted in 
his countenance, wished the Almonerjoy ; 
«For,*' Said hc, <« the stray lamb has at 
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length beeil foünd: Paülina's fkthet ^zs 
herey about an hour s^ter ypu ieft us, and 
has taken her with him." 

« TA^hat," exclaimed St. Julien, ^* ha{, 
the Count been here ! this is good news, 
indeed ! Why, f^ather Gregoirc, thi^ is 
beyond our most sanguine expectationr ' 
. " , You speak in parables^ son j'* said the 
Prior, " her father is no Count ; but a 
worthy churchman of the order of St. Do- 
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St. Julien stared, while Father Gregoirc 
stood like one petrified : he se^med tb gasp 
fbr breath, his countenance was pallid, and 
his whole frame was unnerveds 

" The Dominican !" 

** Ycs ; a Dominican. Did you not say 
she would be glad to see her father ? Well ! 
her father came; he claimed her; and, 
though she was somewhat reluctant to quit 
the protection of our good sister the Prior esSj| 
he removed her in a small cabriolet, which 
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M^aited attlie outer gate, Why ! you seem 
rfispleased, Fäther Alii^oner?" 

" No', brotheij^ou hftve done your best, 

but heaven ; has willed that we should 

contkHie irCdärkness ! Holy Gad ! the Pcr- 
j»inicafl! There is such mystery^envelopes 
that man j that all bis acts are incomprehen- 
sft>ie ; each' inore inscriitable than the pre- 
tediBg/' 

St. Julien knew not what to.think: be * 
][iad heard all that related to the Domlnican, 
and was müeh disposed to trace bim, what- 
cver might be the expence or trouble ; but 
tHievt r was no clue to ajd so mtricate a rc- 
search ; the more past .occurrences were . 
scrutinizlbd, the less chance appeared of their 
cIücidalKm. Father-Gregoit-e, hevertheless, 
entertained a hope, as the Dominican so 
often- appeared, that he might, at some time, 
be compelkd tö account för-his conduct. 
^^ Let^s,'* Said he, ** leave the matter at 
rest for - th^ present 3 such a character can* 
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not remain long concealedt ptöbably we 
may find him, ät 'a moment when he may^ 
consider himself moKC secure froöi disco* 
very : tricksi, such as his, must leäd tö detee- 
tion^and to shamew But, let us chahge the , 
subject : is Sister Louisa within ?" 

** Theref again & another^iiiost extraor- 
dinary case,-*^ answercd th^ Prior : " she re*** 
turned last night, änd ^ on being asked wh'ere 
she had been, Yep]ied, that she had beeÄ" 
in heavenM'i^^eaid she, " the good almo- 
ia«r, Fathcr Gregoire, should call ägäih, teil ' 
him, that sister Louisa noticed him wh^n* 
he was at matins in the chapel ; thaft she i^' 
gone for a whilej but, that ere long, ysft 
shall meet again." . 

The mystery seemed rather tö accumtilate* 
than to disperse } and the Almon6r, after a^ 
variety of queries, to which the most vague 
replies were givep,?found himself möfe, atid 
xüore, involved in doubt. He could nbt 
help wondering how sister' Louisa should 
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know him j and how she could take upon 
bei to assert that he should see her agam ; 
since ic was perfectly uncertain how soon he 
might return to Corbiers^ towards which 
he would immediately have bent his course, 
but for the presence of Monsieur St. Julien, 
and the jH'ecarioas condition in which the 
Countess then lay at Geselbach. 

The Doctor and Monsieur Pierard were 
thunderstruck» when they heard of the trick 
played by the Dominican : it was not until 
Father Gregoire made the nM>st earnest pro* 
testationS) that they cöuld divest themselves 
of the idea of ics being a joke, contrived be« 
tween him and St. Julien; but, on perceiving 
it was too serious a matter^ to trifle with, 
they came to the immediate resolution of 
combining, for the puiposeofover-reaching 
the crafty.Dominican. 

Avril ^hook his head when he heard them 
talking in that manner, as he was laying the 
supper table : St. Julien seemg, at once, that 
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he did not agree with the gcntleraan on that 
point, asked the African what he thought 
best to be done. 

^^ Hirn Domimikum too much cunning. : 
massa not catch him Domimikum 1'^ 

Father Gregoire could not help joining 
his friends in a smile, as Avril finished hi& 
pithy sentence j and declared he believed 
there was much truth in the assertionir 
" Howcv«r/* Said he, *^ we can but try; 
for it ts^a shame to allow ourselves to be sa 
over-reached,: on every occasion,, by a maiv 
whose character we so weljhunderstand»'* 

** Many " suggestions w^re started, bufc 
none that seemed likely.to answer the In- 
tention : . the only measure deemed Worthy 
of adoption was, to place spies in the town 
of St. Gal ; who, whenever they should find 
the Dominican beyond the pale of his möna- 
stery might seize, and conduct, him to Ap- 
penzell under a Warrant from the magistrates 
of the canton, where he should be com- 
pelled to account for his conduct } and to^ 
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surrender Pau&ia, unless he should prove 
bis Claim to the assumed dtle of parent, 

Even in this, some difEculties arose ; for 
no one knew his name : besides, it was pro- 
bable that no magistrate would be found 
villihg to. arrest an ecclesiastic belonging to 
so powerful a body; especially uppn bare 
suspicion, and-without any crime being pe- 
Kemptorily laid to bis Charge. 

Notwithstanding such cogent objections, 
Monsieur Picrard engagcd to obtain the 
Warrant; he inaking no doubt, that, when 
the whole ease shQuId be fairly stated, all 
the magistrates of the canton, with many of 
ivhom he was intimate, wöuld contribute 
t'heir aid towards its elucidätion. 

ThefoUowing morning, St. Julien was in- 
troduced to the Countess ; who was much 
recovered, and expressed great salisfaction 
at ^his kindness in journeying so far to meet 
her : the interview was not free from the in- . 
termixture of affliction with pleasure ; every' 
part of their conversation unavoidably had 
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somexeference to tlre Count, and drevv fortb 
many a sorrowful iejacuhtioni accompanied 
by sighs, and looks, expressive 6f heart- 
rending anguish. St. Julien, however, de- 
tailed the military preparations with such 
spirit, that his sister gr5dually gained con- 
fidence, -and appeareÜ to cherish some hopc 
of seeing Raymond once ihore in captivity. 

The detacbments from the several com- 
munities^ in a few day^ a^embled nesx 
Wal&tat," where they put^themselves und« 
the Orders of the ofEcer Mrho had undertakea 
' the expulsion of Raymond 's gang : ^ he 
fprces amounted to nearly three thousand j 
some of which might be denominated regu^ 
-larsj'they consisting of men who had former« 
ly been trained for the militiajandbeingcomi- 
manded by persons who had served in regi- 
ments which had been in the pay of foreign 
-powers. What the rest wanted in discipline^ 
they made up in good will towards the po- 
pulär cause. 

But even such a force kppeared scarcely 
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equal to the attack of a place so immensely 
strong, and defended by more than five 
hundred of the most deterriiined rufEans ; 
each of whom fought, according to the say- 
ing, with a halter round hia neck. Of this 
.the Commander of the attack, (who, by way 
of distinction, was designated colonel by 
common consent ,of those who had placed 
themselves under his guidance^ was perfectly 
sensible: he therefore took every pains to 
intlmate> that to all such as should murren- 
der within a given time, a füll and uncon- 
ditional pSrdon would be granted. But the 
success was by no means equal to his ex- 
pectations : not a man came over» 

Being informed that Raymond was e?:- 
tr^mely ill, the Colonel, as he was called, 
judged it expedient to procrastinate for a 
whilej under the hope of the chiefs demise; 
,when he doubted not that many of the ban- 
ditti would relax in their determination of 
abiding by his cause, and gladly avail them- 
lelves of the prpferred amnesty.. 
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Seeing that no immediate attack was 
made, and knowing that every day's delay 
contributed tö perfect the discipline, and to 
augment the numbers, of bis besiegers, Ray- 
mond gave .Orders that a sally should be 
made one night, when the clouds hung 
low, and obscured th« atmospbere : Reigr 
nier was the leader on this occasion, ' and 
succeeded in penetrating on the left pf the 
Jine, where he made no in<!onsidetable 
slaughter, and might haye carried off many 
prisoners,. had he not been pioite kitsnt^ both 
in parsuance o£ instrüction, and-from his 
own blood-thirsty di^positbn, upon extir- 
pation.. The darkness of the night, which 
had favoured his assaultywas likewise friend- 
ly to the fugitives ; who thus avoided the 
swords of their feroeious and unrelenting. 
enemy. 

The troops with which Albert Meuron^ 
and Robert served, were stationed on the 
right, and instaütly, when the alanh was 
given, took to their arms. An express ar- 

K5 . 



^ 



202 thä ciominican r 

rived from the Coloncl, who was in the 
Centre, directing thcm to follow the guide 
lie seilt, beajing bis letter, with the utmost 
qdej'ity, ^nd in perfect silesice. The brder 
was pl'omptly obeyed ; and the whole of 
the right wing nioved by single files along a 
yery narrow track, leading through a wil- 
derncss, arid perpetuälly intersected by deep 
-ravincs, and irregulär ridges of rockr 

After iabouring fer füll two hours in that 
«nanner, and seeing no prospect of arriving 
at the i^aee bf destmation. Albert began to 
«nspect they had ^een deceived, and that 
their guide was leading them to spme am- 
bush, where the whole wouid be sacrificed to 
the fury of Raymond 's party. 

Under this impres^ion, he calied a halt, 
and consuited with the other officers what 
should be done : many agreed in his opi- 
fiion, and proposed instant retreat ; odiers, 
on the contrary, were for proceeding at all 
liazards; obserying, that it would be im- 
possible fbr theni to tread back their foot- 
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Steps without the aid of th^eir guide, whö 
ihight, if so disposed, as easily lead thei^ 
into the supposed snare, when they should 
;beKeve themselves to be retreating. 

The güide appeared to bc a man of mqrie 
than a middle age; he ^vore'alarge sloucbed 
Jiat, off whidti the sides were confin^ to. hfe 
iiead by a large handkercfeief^ |>assing ovei* 
tiie crown, asd tied u^der the thiiu Oh 
hk feet were ä pair of thfck boöts reacMÄ^ 
«p above the knee, and partly covferfaig hk 
pantaloons, which were of dark cö^ldured 
^loth, and of a very coai'se textorte', Ws 
iKxly was covered by a brown kaltern jW^ 
kin^ and over the whole he earried; a tromi- 
päict cloäk of ru-ssdt cloth. He had no arms, 
bvd in one ha^id bore a large ctab stick, and 
in the other a small bündle. 

ManV questions wete püt to him ; to all 

Vrhichi he made no answer^ but, with !a häg'- 

gard sß.ile, pointed fofward; as though tl) 

direct their proceeding on their route. It ^äÄ 

* immediately süggested thät he was durtib 5 
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but it appeared very extraordlnary, that the 
Colonel should have ^ent such a person as 
their guide. 

Time was not to be lost ; therefore it was 
indispensably necessary that some decision 
should take place : after a varlety of opi- 
nions had been given, it was resolved that 
they should implicitly follow their guide^ 
since it was obyious they had gone too £ar 
torecede; and, that, possibly, the fateoftheu* 
comrades depended upo^ the exertions of 
the right wing. 

Accordingly they again moved oa, suf» 
mounting such obstacles as would have ap«. 
palied men of less resolution; and after a 
most fatiguing march, of near four hours^ 
found themselves on the borders of astream^ 
which was then very scanty, and £owed 
over a smooth bed of sand« Along this 
they marched for about half a mile, their 
guide having, by signs, enjoined the strictest 
silence« 

By dcgrees the Channel contracted, and. 
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in lieu of sand, they found the bed to be 
composed of gravel intermixed with shingle, 
and small fragments of stone» Arriving ä 
a very närrow part, bounded on ekher side 
by rugged crags, they foUowed the^devious 
course of the stream, wading in it üp to the 
knees^ until at last they entered a cavern, 
which hl many parts was so low as to con>- 
pel them to stoop considerably. , - 

In this'dark passage^ the waters roared so 
loud as to render it impossible for any inr 
structions to be heard ; eaeh had to grop^ 
bis own way^ following bis leader as well 
as he could, until their guide^ who was 
caxefuUy secured by two stout soldiers, lest 
he should endeavonr to effect bis escape» 
stopped, and, tuming short to the right, 
foUowed a passage which 4¥as excavated 
from the rock, and lighted by lamps : they 
now advanced with haste ; their conductor 
iirging, by the xiiotion of Ms arms, that aU 
^ ehould push forward with rapldity.. 
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They were bar^ly in time ; a draw-bridge, 
that had beea lowered for the purpose öf 
•passing out the detachment minder Reignier, 
liad 1)6611 tefc in that State until he ^hould 
i^turn^ the guard^ on'hearing the sounds 
-of feet, cballenged'; no answer being giv^n, 
♦hey rati to the kver in order to raise the 
•bridge, but it was too latJe; the assaiia^its 
rushed od, and in a moment put the whöle 
party to death : pursuing th^r socoess, they 
^arted forward^ and in a minute arrived at 
the large gallery in front of Raymond 's 
«uite of apartments. 

^ l^he gui4e now produced a slip of ps^er, 
HÖH which \\''ere directions to ifire three guns^ 
and to ^nd their bugles between each 
discharge, as a signal that tliey were in 
poss^s&ion bf the place: thxs was accordingly 
done, and occasioned ihose of the banditti 
who remained within the fortress to repair 
4?o their several alarm posts, in general be- - 
yond the inner draw-bridge j winch being 
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now rased by the victorious troops, the fcw 
who guarded them were taken t>y surprise, 
and put to the sword. " 

The interior was thus perfectly occupied, 
tbe signa^^s directed made, güards posted,and 
everj precautioa taken. Theguidenowconi 
dücted a small party down one of the vault^ 
cd p^ssages leading to the mill; they, by 
lowering all the dräw-bridges, affixing the 
several ladders, and leaving suf&ciezu guards 
' to wbich pass-words, were givea, soon ar- 
rived at the extr^nity of riiat aatlet^ where 
diey fcnmd the Colone!, with the whole 
^ his fowje, Teady to enter ihe cavern: 
they proceeded to join the firfl: party, taklng 
care to secureeyery postas tliey approached 

the interior. 

The several offieers, wkh the exceptlon 
of such as were stationed in the gäUleries, 
were assembied in the great hall, where a 
lamp was found burningon the tabJe. Search 
was 'made in the apart ment the Doctor had 
fbrinef ly occupied, bat not a souI was fbund 
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withln them. . The guide smiled, and, point- 
ing to the swing-door kading into the li- 
brary, advanced tcwards it. The door was 
iaft. 

The Colonel looked at the guide, as 
though to learn his thoughts : the guide ap- 
peared disappointed. 

^^ Is all secure in that quarter?*' said the 
Colonek 

The guide nodded afErmatively. 

** Then it matters not; we will soon 
overcome this impediment.'* 

Saying this, the Colonel was about to call 
in a party for the purpose of forcing open 
the door, when the sound of withdrawing 
bolts attracted bis attention : in a little 
while the passage was opened by an aged 
woman, who tremblingly, and in a low 
whisper, desired that no noise should be 
made. She advanced^towards the centre of 
the hall, after elosing the dobr in th^ most 
gentle manner^ and was about to address 
herseif to the Colonel, when, eying HAi as 
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stcdfastly as her facultie.«?, and the weak rays 
of the lamp permitted, she suddenly rushed 
towards him, and, as she threw her aged 
artns around bis neck, completely lost all 
sense and motion« 

" Poor Alice i" exclaimed the Colonel. 

Two men immediately took up the old 
woman, and placed her on a bed in the 
adjoining apartment^ where the usual means 
of recovery were immediately resorted to : 
in the mean time the Colonel^ accompanied 
by Albert and the guide, passed into the 
library, in which a lamp was swspended 
from the ceiling, and a small wax taper 
stood upon one of the shelves : both were 
immediately lighted. 

Taking the taper in his band, the guide 
opened the door of the anti-chamber, in one 
corner of which a coffin vras seen resting 
upon two chairs ; over the back of a third 
hung a black pall : the lid of ihe cofHn 
rested against the wall. ^ 

The guide stopped ; he seemed to coa- 
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sider these objects with mtich attentioi>, 
and, as he looked^ tdwards tbe Colonel, bis 
Gountenance appeared strongly tinged with 
apprehension and concern. 

A deep groan was heard to proeced from 
the next apaitment, followed b.y lamenta- 
:tjons in a low tone : Albert was deerply af- 
fected, and advahced towards the dgpr to 
Ksten. The guide made signs to tÜfc Co- 
^ ^onel to go into the Chamber when^e.the 
Sounds proceedcd : hedid soj and, onppen- 
ing the door, beheld- Raymond reclined 
again&t thö head of hi& bed, seemingly in^ 
the agönies of death. 

On the further slde sat Annette, her eyö 
fixed on Kaymond; but, to all appearänce j in 
-a s ate appioaching to insensibility: shedid 
not notice t^ie opening ofthe door, but Ray- 
mond, who was habitually vigilant, and then 
in a State of despair, raised hithself neaiiy 
U])right, and with great difEculty drewa sabre 
from^ bL bind the pillow that had supported 
-bis head» Ile exerted bimself to assume 



i 
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aii.6ffen^\re posture \ but, owing, to extreme 
debility, feil back, and appeared quite over- 
come with fatigue. 

In the mean while, Annette had been 
roused fromthe State in which she was'dis- 
Govefjed.and had endeavoured to calm the 
agitatiojj of her husband: nalure, hpwevef^ 
effecifsirthat which, it is probable, she would 
scarc^ have beeu able to accomplisji : 
Kaymond Liy subdued by the handof fate, 
whose. fiat was legibly written oxv hi$ fea- 
tures. Yef, at some moments, he seemed 
to recoYcr strength; äild, if the fierce 
glances of bis eye were to'be accreäited-j 
would willingly have shortened even the 
small remnant of Hfe in a struggle^for 
liberty. 

Seeing- the Col«nel approacih, Annette 
quitted thesideofthe bed, and hastening 
towafds him, implored him to have mercy 
on her husband: she appealed to bis huma- 
nity, not to allaw the .dying hour to ba 
disturbed! 



^ 
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Söre me m all the ai^-ogance öf iKrcidenml 
triumph. Oh ! that Father Gregoire were 
present !" 

** Father Gregoire! — Who mean you ? 
The Almoner of Corbiers?" 

** The same :* to him M'oirld I iinfold a 
tale vould freeze him to the marrow : 

but '' i 

- *' That s^me Father Gregofre is noit 
at Geselbach; and, " as the day is but 
dawiring, if we dispatch a hor&eman, may 
arrive in a few hours." . 

" Quick then," said the Colonel ; " let 
no time be lost in sumtnoning the AI- 



njoner»*' 



y 



Albert went towards the door ; but the 
guide, with a sudden motion, placed hioi'- 
self before it, and stopped his egress« 

Albert was ofFerided;"and notwithstand-t 
ing his wound, which often gave him coxxr 
siderable uneasiness, would have forced his 
way, had he not been restrained by respect 
for the CbloneL In th0 moment of anger 
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he placed his band on bis sword: the guide 
r^sted his chin on hisstafP, and smiled, 

Annette, seeing the difEculty,approached, 
and would have persuaded the guide tö quit 
his Station j but all was in,vain, he reipain- 
ed*in the same position, and was not to be 
moved by her entreaties or remonstrances. 

*' Oh!" exclaimed Raymond, "thatFa- 
ther Anselmo could be found!** . 

The guide again smiled, and seemed <6 
disregard the disappointment of tHe chief; 
while the Colonel paid great respect to 
,hini personally, and evidently allowed him- 
seif to be governed throughout by bis dic- 
tates j if we may so call the instruetions of 
onc who appeared to be dumb, and, of 
course, must be 'supposed rather to be the 
approver, than the proposer, of such niea- 
sures as were to be pursued. 

Annetee again applied in the most pathetic 
terms to the guide ; who took her by the 
band with much. kindness, and *pointing to 
a chair, seemed to advise her to be seated. 
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Albert was for violent measures, but thc 
Colonel speedily sflenced hisclamours,byob- 
servingjthat there were many hidden Springs 
yhich had caused the late Operations, and 
led to success ; and that he himself was not 
as yet possessed of authority adequate to ef« 
fecting the complete overthrow of the ban- 
ditti. " Be temperatc," added he, " leave 
matters to their proper course, and all will 
go right : attempt not to interfere. with our 
guide, to whose zeal and fidelity our coun- 
try is infii^itely indebted.'' 

The guide now quitted his Station, and, 
advancing towards the stair-case which led 
down t9 the bath, knocked at the door three 
times distinctly. In a few seconds the Steps 
of a person ascending were heard^ and there 
appeared — Father Gregoire ! 

Albert was astonished j while the Colonel 
advanced towards him, and, in the most 
respectful manner, desired him to excuse 
the trouble given, for which no doubt the 
importance of the occasion wotild plead in 
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apology. The Almoner bowed, and imme- 
diately piacing himself in a chair that stood 
near tfae head of the bed, addressed the 
Chief, whose eye sparkled with delight on 
sedng him enter. Raymond seized hi» 
, hand, and looking wistiuUy in his face, ex- 
claimed : ** Father, you are all goodness ; 
you will forgive my trespasses against your- 
self : and I trugt your prayers wiU render 
me acceptable to our merciful Creator. 
Oh ! Father ! I have much to reveal ; müch 
to expiate. 

The Almoner was deeply impressed with 
the chie£*s Situation, and with the terms in 
which the latter had addressed him : his 
fortitudc, however, bore him up against 
the attack upon his feelings : he highly ap« 
plauded the contrition of his communicant^ 
and would have caused all preseiit to re- 
tire, had not Raymond insisted to the con- 
trary, and lamented there were so few pre- 
gent of those to whom his past actions re- 
lated, to hear his open avowal, and to wit- 

VOL. III. I. 
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inesshisattcererepentanceofthosesinswhich 
lay so heary on his conscience. - 

He again lamented the absence of FiUher 
Ameimo : the giiide sinilcd, and proceed- 
ing a second time to the door of the stair- 
case, knocked three times with his sdck, 
' and, after a shori pause, again three dmes. 
A confused noise of footsteps was heard, 
and in a few minutes, during which all 
were wrapped in silent expectation, the . 
door opened, when a man was !ed in.^eavily 
aden with irons : it was the Dominican. 
^ The guide eyed him askance with marked 
contempt and hatred, and resumed his Sta- 
tion at the door of che anti-chamber ; resting, 
as formcrly, his chin upon the end of his 
staff. 

The emotions of the sev^ral persona who 
were now assembied could claim no afSnity ; 
the chief appeared pleafTed ; Annette «as 
terrifted ; Father Gregoire was ptacid, .but 
extremely thoughtful ; and Albert was lost 
in admjratioii} white the Colone! lookedvith 
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cagtt* curiosity iü the guide's face, seem- 
ing to wait for an explanadon, as to the 
manner in whicfa the Dominican had been 
thus unexpectedly produced. 

After looking around him, particu- 
larly at the fetters and chains worn by the 
pvisoner, Raymond desired Annette to as- 
sist him, that he might sit more üpright in the 
bed: that being done/he requested of Fa- 
thcr Gregoire, the Colonel, and Albert, to 
ränge themselves on one side of the bed, 
and patiently to attend to what h« had to 
State; which was as follows. 

** Sensible that my soul is on the wing, 
and being desirous, so far äs may be 
possible, to atone for those crimes which^ 
while they have caused in me the utmost 
inquietude, teemed with injury towards 
not only the Community at large, but even 
to those whom I ought to have held most 
dear ; it shall be' the duty of my last mo- 
ments to confess my pwn trangressions, and 
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•fo relieve thesufferingS of those whohavc 
been äffiscted by my cvil conduct. 

** A gleam 6f jdy brightens this sad mo- 
ment, when I see brfore me that man who 
fint seducedme from the paths of honour ; 
Dehcn I see hhn conjured up, as it were, to 
my view, and in that disgracefiil durance 
•ffom which he has been too long exeiiipt ! 
What, villain J cannot the curses of yoiir 
victzm, as he lies bleeding under your cruel 
graisp ; cannot the recollection of those bor- 
rid counseis which issired froiQ thöse bane- 
ful lips ; cannot these blood-staißed hands 
.appal thee! Oh ! cursed hypocrite! Oh ! foul 
niurd^rer!'* 

Ilaymcmd paused awhile ; he was faint, 
hvLt his eye, as it often glanced üpon the 
Domimcan, wlio appeared perfectly indif- 
ferent to what was said, indtcated the State 
of his tnind: at length, he desired Annette' 
to opeti ä secJret slide under the beam of the 
%)edstead9 and to take out a bunch of large 
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keys : one of which he selected j and de- 
sired that the lid of the cofEn» which stood 
In the next room, should be brought In. 

" Father Almoner; have the goodness 
to witness one ofthat wretch's murders : it 
js inscribed on that plate/^ 

Father Gregolre advanced^ toward^ the. 
guide who beld the lid, on which was an 
esqutcheon, bearlng the foUowing i^scrip-:. 
tion : ** Sacred to the menior,y of Jean, R07. 
h^Tty Coünt de St. Hilaire, who depajrted 
this lifeon tl>e lat day of Augus):^^ li791v 

The pdest was^ unmannieid ; bis agitaUon 
was extreme. /* Poor ipan!'' s<^d h.^, ^& 
the tear started from hi^ eye. 

You niäy well weep, Fjjither! bat if the^ 
fate of him you deplore so beti;aya the soft- 
ness of your heart, how mujst it pxoye 
the hardness.of mine !. — But I fieel the cur- 
rent of life fast ebbing; we must h^ quick: . 
herc, Annette^ take this key and open the. 
iron ehest. 

Annette touched a secret spring behjiid 
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the head of the bed, when immedlately a 
door, close to its right side, was loosened : 
a large iron ehest was seen ; which behig 
unlocked, was, by the aidof Pierre, bpened, > 
and discovered a roll of paper lying at 
the top of a liumber of bags that appeared 
to be füll of money. 

" Here/* said Raymond, " is another re- 
cbrd of that monster's villainy: read the 
super scription." 

The Almoner read aloud: ic was the 
will of Jean, Robert, Count de St. Hilaire, 
in favo^r of bis brother the Chevalier 
Frederic St. Hilairc. 

The priest frowned, the Dominican ex* 
claimed, " Fool !*' and iht guide smiied, 

This was a thunder-stroke ! for not onljr 
did it appear that the Count had been mur- 
dered, but that the whole of his property 
would be transferred, under a legal deed, 
to a brother who it was suspected had, more 
t^han once, attempted the Count's Hfe. 

" Where is that Frederic St. Hilaire?" 
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" Patience, Father ; yqu shall hear of him 
in good tiine.— Well— Anselmo! these were 
your counsels — ^hoary impostor ! But hea- 
ven has ordained that they should be de- 
feated> and their author, the pious, devout, 
holy, charitable, Father Ajiselmo, the wolf 
in sheep-s clothing, should be foiled in his 
iniquitous career ; and that he should suffer 
under those laws he has so long evaded. 

** My soul shudders at the disgusting scene 
which now must be öffered to the view of 
all assembled. Annette, you recollecc that 
when first brought hither, a dismal dungeon 
wa> yoür melancholy abode. These twokeys 
appertain to the löcks on its door. If Ste- 
phano.be yet at band, he will shew the 
way. Let it be opened ; and, should the 
divine power have there interposed to coun- 
teract that villain s designs, let. its contents * 
be brought hither with all speed." 

Annette was about .to pass out at the door ^ 
of the anii-chamber, when the guide stop» 
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ped her ; seeming, by his gestur es^ to de- 
mand the keys. 

*' You cannot," said she, ** 4^ what is 
required." 

The guide gently took the keys from her 
hand, and quicted the Chamber* 

^^ 1 fear," said Raymond, ^^ he mll make 
some mistake, and time is predous." 

" You need not doubt him," answered 
the Colonel, << he undertakes nothing but 
what he executes. He is not a man of 
words ; but his aotions are all to the pur- 
pose/' 

Seeing that Raymond was gready fatigued> 
Annette tendered to him a cordial^ of which 
he partook sparingly : by itsinfluence he 
was enabled to bear up agairist the return 
of the guide, who, as he approached, threw 
open the sevcral d©ors, and preceded four 
meii, who slowly advanced, bearing on a 
small bier what appeared to be a corpse. 

The bier was set down by the side of 
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Raymond's bed: the Almoner passed round 
to examine what was on it. He saw a 
ghastly figure, whpse withered limbs, and 
hollow eyes, seemed to announce approach- 
ing dissplutiph. Though borne down by 
weakness, the poor sufferer still retained his 
faculties. Unable to raise himself, but fix- 
ing his eyes pn the Alni^i^^r, and hplding 
forth his arms, as though to embrace him, 
he faintly pronounced, " Father Gregoire !*' 

The Almoner was amazed^ he looked 
steadfastly in the poor man 's face, but with- 
out recognizing him. v 

" What! ' Said Raymond eagerly, " is 
the Count yet living ?'* 

In a moment the Almonef feil on his 
knees, embraced his friend, and, with his 
face bedewed with tears, ofFered up tb the 
throne of mercy a feryent supplication for 
his recovery. Raymond 's eye was likewise 
moist; he clasped his hands, and drawing 
them to his breast, exclaimed, " God be . 

praised !'* 

L 5 
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The Count mäde signs for some drink : 
Annette handed the cordial to the priest ; 
the Count slowly sipping of it, feit it relieve 
him xonsiderably. 
• " Alas," Said he, " four days have passed 
without the smallest sustenanc^ : a few hours. 

.' more,andI should have been numbered with 
the dead! Raymond! Raymond! what could 

_ induce you to use me thus cruelly ? Say, 
where, when, or how, did I oflFehd you ?" 
; " I know not," answered Raymond; 
" that foul fiend prompted me to eflfect 
your destruction : for ien long ycars, and 
mor'e, you have been encompassed by snares, 
from whidi Providence alone could have 
preserved you. Villains are cowards ; eise 
you had never lived to marry/* 

Father Gregoire seemed suddenly to re- 
collect, some former circumstances in the 
Count 's Kfe, which tallied with the sense of 
M'hat Raymond had expressed: he turned 
to the chief, and in a mild, but eamest 
tone, enquired v^hether he alluded to that 
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vioFent illness under which tbe Count saf- 
fered about a year previous to his nuptials ? . 

** Even so, Father : the Count had swal- 
lowed poison^ mixed in his coifee by a me- 
nial who had been gained over to his, God 
forgive me, I shoüld say to our^ purpose, by 
means of bribes, and the promi^e of com- « 
plete absolution. Say, caitiff! is it not 
true?" " . " 

The Dominican smiied sarcastically, but 
spoke not. Rayrnond continued his con- . 
fession. 

" You had once a secretary named Erna- 
nuel Fourche ?*' 

" True,'* answered the Count, in a low 
tone, and sighing as the response was given. 

" He was murdered," rejoined Ray- 

mond. 

The Count slowly waved his head, to 
express his acknowledgment of the fact, and 
his sörrow for theyoung man 's fate. 

*' Do you know who wounded iüm?" 
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« That/* Said Father Gregoire, « has 
nevcr come to light/' 

*^ Then,- you shall now 3ee him.** 
As he Said this, he cast his eyes towards the 
Dominican, who appeared to change colour, 
but still preserved the affectation öf inno- 
cence y as the chief faised his hand to point 
towards him, the guide eagerly stepped for- 
wa^d. 

* 

*< The Dominican, Father Anselmo ; even 
he who now Stands before you : he, I say, 
murdered the innocent, pious, unsuspecting 
Emanuel.'' 

The whole party were Struck with hor- 
ror ; but tbe emotion of the guide was par- 
ticularly conspicuous ; he first started fr<Mn 
the side of Anselmo ; but, recovering him- 
self, planted his stafF with vehemence on 
the floor, at the same time throwing his 
head round so as to stare him füll in the 
face: Anselmo was evidently abashed, he 
looked downwards, seeming to acknow- 
ledge the justice of the accusation. 
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" Father Almoner, there was a young 
man who married your niece, and in 
whom you placed mugh cpnßdence : if I 
err not, you established him in büsiness at 
Lyons." 

" Truc, son ; yöu mean the unfortunate 
Chaunet : he died a few days ago at Cor- 
biers within my arms." 

'* Say, Father, did he confess his sins ? 
Alas, he was heavily burthened ! But why 
say he, when his villainies were perpetrated 
under the invention and guidance of Ansel- 
mo. I pant to hear what inthe.hourof 
death he could not fail to disclose : teil me, 
Ibeseech you, did he ?" 

Raymond's utterance was impcded by his 
agitation ; he looked earnestly at the AI* 
monei" ; who, in a few words, stated the 
Intention Chaunet certainly hadentertained, 
but ^was unable to efFect. 

*^ Ah, Father ; *twas he who, as you re- 
turned one night from St. Dennis towards 
Corbiers, darted from behind an oak, and 
with an axe gave your that wound on the 
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forehead : hearing the boughs move behind 
him, bis guilty conscience was alarmed, and 
he fled. Twas he who gave the blowj 
but 'twas Father Anselmo who gave both 
the Instructions and the absolutlon/' 

** We have certainly," said the Count, 
" much thänksgiving to oflfer up to that pro- 
tecting power, which shielded us frofli such 
a desperate assassin: but teil me^.Raymond» 
what prompted you to this last attack?'' 

" Your property !. Have you not resigned. 
it by that will ? After your death it was my 
Intention to have quittcd the profession of ^ 
arms, and to have passed the remainder* of 
my days in my native country. Fool that 
I am; with sucba thom within my bosom^ 
what would riches have avalled ?'* 

" But," asked the. priest,.*'' your plan 
was of some standing ; you say indeed of 
ten years : it therefore must appear stränge 
that you toa remained so long intent on one 
project.** 

"Father, I had often relinquished it; 
and as often had determined to seek fop 



A ROMANCE. 



231 



consolation in the bosom of religion ; but 

that monk, that hell-hound, that Oh ! 

how shair I find a name for such a mass of 
infamy — he perpetually goade'd me — nay, 
he threatened unless I went on to accom- 
plish his purpose, that the law should wreak 
its vengeancö on my guihy head !" 

" Yoa say hk purpose: expl^inj me- 
thought' the Count's property was your ob- 
ject." 

" That was my object; but that subtie 
Dominican was actuated by ambition," 

*• I understand you not ! You surely 
waver in your deposition." 

" No, Father j I repeat it; Ansplmo was 
actuated by ai:nbition. I had married hi§ 
daughter, who bore a lovely girl, which, 
after reaching her sixth yeaf, was suddenly 
mis5ing. Before that time every arrifice 
had been employed, and every thrcat held 
out, to make my wife become the tool of 
our designs. She was, however, neither to 
be intimidated, nor persuaded j but, finding 
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Ve were detcrmined on yoür destructiony 
wrote to h^r brother, then secretary to the 
Count, anda by a feigned plea of illness, 
induced hira to groceed to Constance. 

*' There she revealed to him the dangers 
which awaited bis employer, and urged him 
to return to JLe Euys, for the purpose of 
warning him thereof. Father Anselmo, sus- 
pecting her design, contrived by listening 
to become acquainted with their secret; and 
in the disguise of a pedlar, accompanied by 
Chaünet, foUowed Immanuel through * the 
Cantons •. he saw him stop at your chapel. 
Suspecting that you would be acquainted 
with the plot, Chaunet was left to dispatch 
you; while the hardened Anselmo watched 
Emanuel, and, as he was about to enter the 
park, stabbed him to the heart« 

*' My wife not receiving any letter, as had 
been settled she should, was uneasy; espe- 
cially as her father had been so long absent : 
she suspected liim, and on his retuin boldly 
challenged him with the crime. Aijselmo 
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for a while was passive under her re- 
proaches, but at length J:urned upon her 
suddeDly,and but for my interference would 
have added the destruction of his amiable 
daughter, to the too long catalogue of his 
crimes: she fled, 1 knew not whither^ and 
wa$ for füll nine years concealed from me : 
to add to my misery^my child was the next 
day rnfssing : from that- timc , I kaow not 
what beeame of her.*' 

^ How do you place thk to tha score of 
amfcitioR ?^' sakl the Count, m a tone scarcely 
audible. 

*' Right/* answered Raymond. '^ An- 
sclmo,* the meek, lowhr, humble Anseimo, 
panted to sce his daughter ranked aniong 
the nobility of France: when dignity coüld 
be acquired, the price was not of consider- 
ation : to gratify his wishes, he would wade 
through seas of blood.'*^ 

*' I do not understand," said the Almo- 
ner, ^' how the Dominican could have be- 
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come noble in con^equence of the CountV 

Raymond looked steadfastlyat the Count^ 
his eyes overflowing with tears, and^sud- 
denly Holding forth hU' sarms, threw himr 
seif lipon the hier, exclaiming, " By the 
murderofmy — ^brother!* 

Father Gregoire was electrificd ; he has» 
tencd to the assißtance of the-Chie^ who feil 
senseless by the side of his brothei^: while 
the lätter, as though insdnctiveJy, folded 
Raymond in bis shrunken embrace, and 
subsided, as he fondly acknowledged the 
Claim to fraternity. , After this recognition, 
during which the Count was in extacy, 
Raymond was replaced on his bed^and thus^ 
continued. 

** My mind is now casier j but there yet 
remains a load which I fear can be removed 
only by Anselmo: . possibly he may feel for 
niy pi'esent condition,ahd by acknowlcdging 
the truth, enable my brother to evince his 
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forgiveness of my trespasses^ by grantmg 
his protection ta my unfortunate child. Can 
you, Anselmo, so far deviate from that in- 
famous'track which you have hitherto fol« 
Iowed, and deign to grant to your dying 
friend— Oh! that I should so have consi- 
dered rayseif! — I say, will you grant mc the 
consolation of hearing fop once the truth 
from that perjurtd tongue ?** 

*' Proceed, son!'* - * 

" Oh ! that I had nevcr becn your son ! — 
Xh ! that pang gives waming to my flutter- 

ing soul, an4 :0h!— — «ay, but truly 

8ay, Anselmo^ what is become of my 
daughter?*' . 

** She is dead." 

" Heaven's will bedone : I did not me- 
rit such ajeweU— -She is among her sister 
iniiocents in heaven, and may even now. 

await to receive -Oh! I shudder at the' 

thought — yet-^Iet me hope the Almighty 
will accept my sincere repentance, and par- 
don all my sins. Annette, I married you 
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within these cavems [ It was impossible ta 
See you, .and to know your worth, without 
duly apprcciating it. At that time I knew 
not that Anselmo's daughter was in exi$t« 
ence :- n^arly ten years had elapsed whhout- 
my bobg al^Ie to obtain intelligence as to 
her fate ; oil that aad night sl\e re-appe^red ; 
but, alas! poor souI! how chang^!— 
1 hink not, Annette, that I was bent; on 
deception ; bu% cöncealmjent of ou]r n^uptials 
was. requüsitQ ^ lest Ai^Uiip should aitempt 

yQur Hite.. ^Jiow' you.» Ansplpjp, oiigj^% 9^ 
tljat poor manji^c's fate ?" ^ 

*' She dfed somemonths ago. at Lyona." 
The Chief sighed — ** Peace bc to her 
shader 

The guide smlled: and proceeding a 
third time to the head of äie stairs, knocked 
againsrthe door with. his staflf, three times — 
again three times — an4 again three times* 
- The scarcely audible sounds of footsteps 
attracted tlie attention of all : the door 
opened, and there entered a female,. whose 
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'figure was ce'ncealed by a loose wl>e of grey 
russet ; while a large cowl thät A^as drawn 
bveriier head, served, in additiön to ablack 
Veil, to ptevcnt her feätures from being dis- 
tinguishecK 

AU were sllent: the guide ai^proacti^ 
the female^ and made signs to her to kneel 
at the side of the bed, where the Almöner 
and bis companions were arranged : shä did 
so. The cbief was in painful suspense. 

" What can this mean? Say — is'thfs 
Marguarite ? Speak, I beseech you !" 

" Marguarite ! What Marguarite ?" €x:- 
claimed the Almoner* 

Raymond was 4mpatient ; he started up, 
and snatched tlie cowl from the female's 
head — tlle vcil at the same mom'ent feil 
and discovered Paulina ; bearing the agnus 
suspended from her neck. The poor girl feil 
senseless, as the melancholy scene presented 
itself to her Streaming eyes. Annette 
and the Almoner suppörted her, while the 
cbief, seeing the agnus, seized it with both 
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hands^ a&d, as he pressed it to bis lips^ 
fainted on the bosom of bis lovely daughter. 

Tbe Count was not less agitated^ and 
would willingly, bad bis strength permltted^ 
bave locked bis nicce within bis arms« Tbe 
guide appeared divided between extacy and 
anxiety : be went round to tbe bed-side, 
and aided to restore Paulina to ber senses. 

Wbile tbis was passing, tbe Dominican*s 
countenanceunderwent a tbousand dbanges ; 
be trembled, and ä cold dew stood upon bis 
audacious front. As tbe cbief recovered, 
be turned to tbe batefui jnonk^ and, witb- 
out speaking, pointed to Paulina ; as tbough 
to reproacb bim for tbe falsebood be bad 
just uttered. Tbe Count frowned^ and. 
averted bimself from so disgusting an ob- 
ject : be viewed tbe unbappy girl witb un- 
böunded affection, wbile she alternately 
knelt before botb bim and ber fatber; to 
receive tbeir blessings : at lengcb the cbief 
addressed tbe monk. 

" After "so gross, so crueU and so una- 
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vaili^g a falsehood, it is impossible. An« 
selmo, tbat I should place confidence in 
youf assertion regarding the fate of Mar- 
guarite. Yet, before I depart frpm this 
M^orld^it would prove a consolation to know, 
either that she were no longer a wanderer, 
destitute of every comfort,- and bereft of 
intellect; or dxat death had terminated her 
uumerited sufferings, and the grave afford- 
; ..ed her that asylum whjch was denied tö her 
while liviiig. Once more, Anseimo, I con- 
jure ydu, I entreat you, by every hope you 
have of a remission of that dread punish"- 
ment ihat now awaits your sinful soul— 
teil me — does Marguarite yet live?* 
" Solemnly I declare she does notrV 
The guide smiled contemptuously, and 
turning towards the door of the anti-charo- 
be^, which was dbsed^ scratched against k 
three rimes with the end of his stafiF.^ — No 
one appeared, nor was any response given : 
he repeated the signal^ with no better suc* 
cess: he ihen listened attenUTely j^when, 
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liesuiag nothiBg, he opened tbe door, and» 
fßsmg iato tfae and-chamlxr, closed it after 

Döring his absenoe Paulina endeavoared 
fio Gomfort her £uher, and to dieiish.in him 
the hope af recovery; but she Imewnot how 
much.tke ^rings of life were exhausted. 
In regard toher nncle, she could mor&Yea- 
sonably indulge an expectadon of the return 
0f healdi ; since he was only weakened by 
want of nourishment, that had been to- 
tally wichheld, that his corpse^ which it was 
intended should have been buried at St. 
Galy might appear unblemished ; so as to 
remove every suspicion of his having been 
destroyed by vioknce. Father Gregoire, 
.and the Lieutenant^ did not omit to congra- 
lulate Paulina on her miraculous deliver- 
ant^ from the Dominican's intrigues ; taxA 
she found in the amiable Annette a friend, 
whose heart vibrated in unison with her 
own. 
. ,l^e I^omiBtcao, aeeing them-^II engaged 
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in this raanner, thought it possible to with- 
draw unperceived, and thus to efFect his? 
cscape : with this intent he moved silently 
towards the door of the staircase, but, to his 
surprise, it was fast! he then proceeded to- 
wards the door of the anti-chamber, and 
was on the point of opening it, when sud- 
denly a shriek from within' arrested his 
progress, and attracted the attention of the 
whole party. 

The door was thrown open, and there 
appeared a nun, who, rushing in, screamed 
in the most horrid manner, foUowing the 
Dominican, as he retired to the opposite 
side of the apartment: there he threw his 
cowl over his head, and leaned agamst the 
wall. . 

At the first glance he perceived that ib 
was his daughter ! In an instant the ciiief 
recognised his lost wife ; Father Gregoire 
knew her to be the unhappy Marjguarite: 
who had fled from the abbey of St. Dennis j 
and Paulina's heart, by it's forcible vibra-j 

VOL. III. M 
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tlons, seemed to acknowledge the presence 
of a parant« 

Hie mmhadfollowed theDofmalcaauntil ' 
te w\M recede qo ftirtha: : she tare bis 
cowl from bis beady and» «ebdng ium by 
tfie border of Us babk, aeesied to tbrt^oi 
las desLractkm» 

** She fives, viUani ! Marguariie lives, &> 
ccxifiont tfae perjored Ansdbrao, aad to ex- 
pose bim to a deluded yrorld. Ob ! tkat 
»y voke were tbmtder, tbat tbe tuiif ?tse 
toigbt faear tny accusaticms ; and diatiny; 
,eyes were ligfatnuigs, to cofiMime tby wick-' 
edbeart! Heavcn bas long tgleriKted tby 
care«*, thy Ticious ptsr^mts^ but it« eys 
bis matched , dxy every motion^ seea inta 
every tbought, and made thee plot thine 
own destrQctio& 

' ^ Tbe all mercifial <jqd bas niade Mar** 
guarite tbe iastxvmmt of bis \vratb9 and 
setected ber to punish a base hypocrite» a 
fcad deceivec, and a oruel parent« Sbe 4)as 
hmti appointed to upbold tbat sangwnary. 
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monster, rathei* Anselmo, before an 
raged world, and to coasign him to his 
merited puxmhment^ 

" Wben Anselmo hcard of Raymond's 
imprisonment, he£ew to seize upon his loBg 
lost cbiid, and thus imposje upon mankind ! 
/Twas Anselmo plotted how to seize his 
benefactor,. and who penned a deed tp reb 
his £nnily of all inheritance] 'Twas Ansei' 
mo locked the dungeon where the noble 
Count was left to languish^ in all the 
wretchedness of pain and farainc! . Tet 
Marguarke was ever at thy side, Anselmo^ 
she was thy shadow« . Say, itmil say^ devil! 
^didst thou sup^pose that Providence could 
sleep^ or that the omnipotent guardisin of , 
v^tjLie could tolerate such crimes, but as 
they led to good i Hadst thou latterly x«« 
frained from vice, Paulina had been lost to 
ine fDr lever ; my wretched husband never 
had Seen his b rother, nor would this den of 
diieves and murderers have been tikm 
«nd destroyed !'' 
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Marguarite was overcome by fatigue and 
agitation : she had barely strength to seat 
herseif on thc bed, where, lifting her robe 
to her eyes, she gave vent to her tears. 
Paulina flew to embrace her knees, while 
Father Gregoire endeavoured to console 
her, by the consideration that her sufferings 
were now concluded, and that her amiable 
daughter would thenceforth be a staff and a 
comfort to her ; that she would even retire 
with her to St. Dennis ; and 

" Hold, Father Gregoire!' exclaimed 
Marguarite ; ^^ my mind has pledged her 
as the reward of virtue ; as the reward of 
valdur ; as the reward of patriotism. Pau- 
lina ! even at the moment when I recover 
you, I am compelled by gratitude, bj a ' 
vow I made at the altar, before I left the 
sacred asylum, where, under the assumcd 
name of Louisa^ I beheld the crafty Domi- 
nican purloining my only jewel;«I say, 
there did I solemnly swear to • ofFer thy 
band to that man who should scrve bis 
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country in this arduous cause, andrestore 

thee to my longing arms. — Take her, 

Pierre ; may the Omnipotent sho^er bless- 

ings onye!"- / 

Annette now discovered that the Colonel 

was no other than her old acquaintance, 

wbo had been treacherously stabbed by the 

Dominican at the dinner table, in conse- 

quence of the latter being -.irritated at a 

remark made by the young ofEcer, which 

seeiiied to convey an accusation of his ^ct- 

ing unbecotning the sacred habit he wore. 

She now poured forth her thanks for his 

kind inten tions at a formqr p^riod ; and, 

leading him to the bed-side, caused her 

husband to embrace hinn^ and to forgive 

the injury he had sustained» 

The Count embrace;d Pierre as his de-i 

* 

liverer ; and all, save the Dominican, werQ 
partaking of that happiness resulting from 
perfect reconciliation, when Alice, who was 
now perfectly recovered, came^to the door 
of the antichamber, and announced that an 
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ofEcer who had accompanied Albert, wished 
to make a report to the Colonel. 

Pierre instantly quitted the apartment^ 
while Alice entercd: seeing Annette iji 
safety, and that the Count was broughc 
fröni bis dungeon, she gave a loose to joy ; 
vhich was not diminished by her remarkJng 
that the Dominican was at last detected^ 
and Hkely to receive that pui^shment dae 
to hls cnmes. Marguarite embraced Alioe 
with unfeigned r^ard, and ^ acquainted 
Fatber Grqgoire that she had been greatly 
Instrumental towards the success of the lat» 
plot. 

^* The worthy Alice/* said she, «* has 
been a!l ak)ng privy to our intenrions: she 
was the first person I n;iet tr^thin these 
horrid vaults« Having left St. Dennis and 
proceeded to St. Gal, in hope^ that the 
report of my death might idduce Anselmo 
to draw Paulina from the place in which he 
had secreted her ; as a confirmation of that 
report, I secretly *sent a small aum^ wbich 
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had been long m reserve, ta the worthy 
lady Abbess, that prayers might be ofFered 
up aE stated periods for the repose of my 
8ouL 

*^ But thät; villainous Dominican, whose 
innate cuamag seemed to preclude every 
bope of my succeeding^ for a long time 
bafSed every attempt : at lengtb, I traced 
htm CO the mill oA the Rhine^ where a large 
iponwn of die wall gave way at h>s approach, 
and) to my astonishmenr, closed so soon a$ 
fae bad entered. It was in valn I searched 
for the hidden spring which ylelded to his 
wdll ; but,' knowing that Raymond's gang 
faarboured about these rocks, and having 
ao dottbt that Paulina was concealed with« 
kl tbeir bosom, I resolved to gam an en- 
trance hy some circuitous Channel. 

^* After many days cf ineffectnai toil» 
during which I chiefiy subsisted on the 
wild medlar, and the frost bitten moss 
that ctings to every stone, I saw a fox 
bearing off a pullet^ which seemed to have 
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been recently taken. It instantly Struck 
me, that by following the prints of the 
ammars feet along the crags, which were 
then covered with a white frost, they would 
doubtless lead me to some spot whence I 
could findjhe means of entrance. 

" Imagine my surprise when, after trac- 
ing the marks for about a quarter of a mile, 
overcommg obstacles, and disregarding 
dangers, which at any other time would 
have appeared insurmountable, I gained the 
summit of that tremendous promontory 
-overlooking the lake of Constance. There 
I sat unobserved, beheld the guards at the 
various oütposts, and examined, so fiar as I 
.could venture, without beiug ' discovered', 
ihe several beaten tracks among <he crags. 

" Favoured by th^ light of the moon, I 
descended from the summit ; and, after 
falling several times in consequence of the 
frost, found myself upon an opqn area^ 
where was a seat of stpne. At the opposite 
end was an arched way ; into which it wouL4 
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have been imprudent for me to enter* On 
the left was a precipice, having below it a 
Square cavity, or area, among the rocks. 
Seeing a path, which appeared to lead down 
to it, I descended ; and, after a while, ar- 
rived at a burial place : I ascended again ; 
but, in lieu of going to the spot I had just 
quitted, turned to a different direction, and 
foUowed a path that led me into another 
area, in which was a small grotto having a 
passage at either extremity. 

" 'Twas there 1 first saw Alice, who w^s 
employed in setting to rights some furni- 
ture^ glasses^ &c., that indicated past festi- 
vity : the poor wo man fainted when she 
beheld me ; however , l^y means of some 
liquorsleft upon the table, shewasrevived,, 
and enabled to answer my questions. 

*' In brief, we soon became acquainted j 
she wept for my misfortunes ; and, pointing 
out a very narrow fissure among the cliffs^ 
after presenting nie with some refreshment, 
advised me tQ retire thither, and to remaia 

M 5 
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ütitil night-fall on the succeeding eveniiig^ \ 
trhöi she would meet me at a smalf cavem, 
ibrmed by söme great convulsron of the. 
efetoeüts. 

** The good sou! was- ptinctual to her 
iiitit \ she informed me that she was Kke* 
wisc in the confidetice of a fatnily, which^ 
hävbg 5ome yeart before tetited to a Httle 
eottägc near Feldkirk, to ävöki the coüse* 
quettces of a fallure in mercantile ^peculä^ 
tion, had been selzred upon by Raymond j: 
Who judgcd it best to have ä sutgeon in the 
place, and scrupled not to fotce the ill-fated 
Monsieur Väison, whp had been bted to^ 
that prolfesslön, to live within the cavetns»^^ 
Fearfül of his escape, he had taken also hi* 
wife and hepheW, the latter an officer in the 
cavalry; detaining dte whofe as mutuat 
hos tagest 

. ** Alice likewise stated thete was a yoiiflg^ 
wt>martt in Ihe place, who, frora the descrip- 
tion giten, I conduded must be my owii 
iteüghtet ; but my 8<yiil shtunk within me at 
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i&eidea of that incestoaus coimection sub- 
sistiag betweea her and Raymoi>d. Having 
detaiied to me ^hat related to tfae Vaisoi}^ 
Alice inCroduced v^ to tbeirnepbew Pierre f 
with whom I coftgerted means for the 
ißscape of the whole, and for carrymg off 
my supposed daughter* 

" When therefore I fir#t saw Aaüet^^ 
can st appear surprising tlun: I $hoal4^ 
threaten her destrpctioa B God knows^ 
whät I fdt a3 the poignard was raised to 
pterce her bo9om ; * but that same unerriag 
spirit ordained rhat my , iatended victim 
ehottld escapel Happily» a» my mind 
became more tranquil^ I begaa to doubt 
whetbet k could be niy Paailma who shared^ 
ihe bed of Raymond \ when not being able 
to träce the features of niy beloved 
daugbter, andDoctor Vaison having im* 
fbld^d to me several traits which confirmcd 
ihose doubts, a hope yet remained that my 
huabond wa8> at least, exiempt ixom ^ 
faorrid aa imputatioa. 

^ £ut to retura to thd X)oauiucaii'& cos^ 
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duct. Scarcely had 1 been fully acquaintf- 
ed by the worthy Alice with the history 
and State of the banditti^ before she disco- 
vered to me^ that, in wder ta strengthen 
the bondage of the kind and honourabfe 
-Vabon, Anselmo had MTitten a letter to 
Corbiers, feigning that the Doctor was at 
•the point of death at Feldkirk, and urging 
his brother-in-law Monsieur Lorrain* to 
repair thkher without delay. The uionk 
further directed, that if he did not find him 
at Feldkifk, he should proceed to Ems, 
passing by the place where the cottage had 
fbrmerly stobd. , The real inten tion of 
Raymond'^s jourhey was to have entrapped 
Monsieur Lorrain ; ^nd, either to have de- 
. tained him also, or to have procured a large 
sum for his liberation; 

" There was jno time to be tost, nor was 
there any hope, after the deportment of 
Annette towards the Vaisons, that sbe 
would join in the plot : we were therefore 
compelled to force het* away ; and to leavte 
poor Alice> who was too infirm to under- 



A ROMANCE. 253 

take such a journey. The cries heard on 
pur way through the wood^ proceeded from 
a party who had been dispatched by Ray- 
mond to lay in wait for Monsieur Lorrain ; 
thev had mistaken the ford of the Rhine, 
and were, with the exception of one man, 
drowned : to that accident their victim may 
attribute his escape. 

** Hearing that Raymond was wqunded, 
and a prisoher in Geselbach, I repaired to 
that townj and, fortunately, was^mployed 
to nuTse him : he reproached me with my 
treachery, but so solemnly did he call hea- 
ven to witness his firm intention of reform- 
ing, and of passing his latter days in the 
cloister^that I resolved to collect his friends, 
and to arrange a plan for his escape. As a 
prelude, it was agreed that he should ap- 
pear dissatisfied with me, and forbid me the 
prison : in the meanwhile, every thing was 
concerted for his rescue. 

" You may recollect, Annette, the warn- 
^g you received from me.— Did not 1 teil 
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you truth ? Was you not - tejolosd to see 
Raymond ? aad did not tbe £oUomag dzj 
bring trouide ?" 

Annette sigbed ! 

•• Bot/ ' replied «he>'^* yo« atso worned me 
when Doctor Vaison was in my apartmenc/^ 

" No»' ' Said Raymond, ^ it wa& I that 
warned you :— that apartment was allocted 
to you, because, whateyer was spoken 
therein could be heard in this Chamber» 
The Doctor*8 words canie hither to my car, 
and by means of a aecret tube, I eautionecf 
you not to listen to htm. Bestdes, I knew 
at the moment that Madame was jeateos^, 
and intended your ruin/' 

^ Yet/' Said Annette^ <* I cannot ima- 
gine höw all the drcumstsmces of this night 
wete brought aboutf" 

" That you shalt know," «aid Mar^ua- 
rite. " A postilion of Monsieur Le Bran'«,, 
who had been discharged at Gesdbach^ 
proceeded to Appenz'el, where hc accosted 
me in the street, in such mannet a$ coHi- 



Viftced me h^ ^craS i Straftgeir kl thsu: pärt «)f 
the ccyuntry. I had Airibg thät day tesöttf 
*d to the coüvent oltht Beguinefr. 

" On the following morning w^ ftgaiÄ 
Mtt, whett h6 stated that h^ tväs etn|)löy€d 
by a Dominfcan t^ drfvie hitti in a ^mäll 
dosÄ cabriofet to Lücerne. I ihteitogated 
him as to thc pel^oh aöd bösiiiess bf thfe 
persöft by whom he was ettipFoyed ; and 
Wafe Sooft convfliced that it cöuld be no 
öther tban Father Ansetmo ! , As- to the 
^occasion of his jotirnüy nothing could be 
discovered. But as Ambtose informed me 
that the real designation of his late tnaster 
was Count de St. Hilaire, I doübted not büt 
that hi& dfe^rnction was at hand. 

** The ppstilion had> however, described 
süfficiefit to awaken my curiosity, and tö 
üidute my offering hiin as. liberal a rewatd' 
a^ tny means shoüld allow, ii he would' 
watch the priest*^ motions vety closely. 1 
was the mofe induced to this ftom having 
heatd h whispeted among the sisters, düring 
die preceding evening, ihat a young woman 
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had been discoyered, who was said to be 
closely related to the captain of banditti. 

*' After the most solemn assurances of 
vigilance and fidelity^ Ambrose departed. 
At the end of a few days he retumed, and 
stated . that the Dominican had apparently 
been disappointed ; but that he had been 
very sedulous in watching the progress of a 
coach in.which was a young woman, an 
elderly gentleman, the oflScer who was 
wounded at the shepherd's cottage, and a 
young person who had accompanied 
Monsieur Le Brun, and had also been 
wounded on the same occasion. 

*' I had not the smallest doubt but that 
Anselmo had discovered Paulina j and, as 
Ambrose assured me the carriage had stopt 
at the house of Monsieur Pierard at Gesel- 
bach, I determined to avail myself of the 
firstmoment, when the Prioress should be 
engaged, to proceed^by a short path through 
the woods, to that place. On arriving at 
Geselbach I learnt that. Fafher Gregoire, 
whom I had recognised as .he attended 
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mätins in the chapel, had proceeded to Ap- 
penzell with the.young woman in question, 
and whose * endearing name, Paulina, ex- 
pressed with admiration-by all, sank deep 
into mv heart* and caused me tö return 
towards Appenzel, by the same track I had 
followed the preceding morning. J was so 
weak that it was late before I entered Gesel- 
bach ; Oor did I reach Appenzel the next 
day before twilight. • . - 

• ' *« Merciful heaven! hbw s^all I describe 
the anguish I feit when införmed by Am- 
brose, whom I met at the skirts of the town, 
that the Dominican had proceeded to oür 
convent, in wHich my beloved daughter 
had b^en lodged by the worthy Ahnoner 
T3Ut a few hours before, and, by claimuig her 
as his ofFspring, had borne away my därüng 
child ! Oh ! it was an age of agony ! 

** -^Jy first care was tp ascertain the roüte 
Anselmo had taken : Ambrose's answers to 
my queries fully convinced me that the 
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subtk priest had fbllowed the route towards 
Walstat; doubtiess with the view to con- 
ceal her withm tbese cavems. Nq time 
was to be lost. I retumed to the convent^ 
and raking with me. thi^ disguise, in which 
I had cbiefly subsisted as a forester, during 
the mterval that elapsed between my escape 
from the fortf esSy amd my adimssion among 
the B^guiae^ hasteoed to purs^oe my villain^ 
ous parent. 

^' Tlke pref^rftlkbi hf atfa^ing die ibr- 
trc*8, Ibit^nacely» ttt^icr^d ic otceÄsary for 
A&9dn(6 to proceed with greaft ca^itioiu 
He w^ compeDed to tSakß a circuitoU» 
track; in which his carriage,; liow drireft 
by- one attached to h]& intecests^ couhl 
scarcely make any progre». Thus was I 
enabled to oveHake him jüst as die vehicle 
was crossing a small brook, on the barders 
of which stood the cottage of a humble 
peasant, who sat ät the door, surrounded 
by ar groupe of lovely innocents. I ran to 
the but, and in a few^ words diselosed my 
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sex, and tbe cause of tny disgudse, , I en-< 
treated ihe öld man's aid; bat he was toa 
feeblcj or too unwilling, to aid my purpose. 
Seeißg a sabre haaagmg from a beam wkWni 
ihe door, I ^atched it from die bfoak^ atid^ 
urged by despair, niähed tbwards the driver^ 
\fhb feil beiieath my weapoa's ed^* 

^^ Anseimo vff^i surprised and dauated« 
His caward soul crembled at the appfoach 
of danger, and urged him to ßight; Päuliöa 
&inted! It was ik)^ diat lore^ matettiat 
love^ prodaknied, her powvt! Embnckkg 
my senseksi daugfater, my spkks. fiedi, znd 
1 lay m njpixae^ beslde my long lost chiliä« 

'* Turaing, to ob$erve hsis pursftjer, Aa-» 
selmo noticed the check wbxch iiittut« had 
given to my arm; the bleeding sabre had 
fallen from my band, wfaon that Tillain — say 
monier, is it not trqef— that viüain stole 
töwards us, and had ^Iready räised his 
murderous band to immotate me at tbe 
ihrixit of guik, whoi, suddetily, an aged 
man^ bcaring in his only haod a güttering 
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sword^ dairted forth from the cottage, and 
rushed between us. 

" Anselmo's frame betrayed bis fears : 
he shrunk within himself, and seemed ta 
eye bis new assailant with" dread and sup- 
plication. My deliverer was equally af- 
fected, buf it was with astonishment. Räis- 
ing his eyes to heäven, as bis glowing wea- 
pon was averted from it's adm, he exclaim- 
cd * The Dominican ! I V 

<< Nor was I less surprlsed, when, in the 
persona of my deliverer, I recogaized the 
individual who bad engaged me to nurse 
mywounded husband. Paulina recovered 
during tbis interesting and critical period: 
<be was prompt in acknowledging those 
emötions created both by the awful occä- 
sionj and by the remembrance of those 
features on which her infancy had doated, 
; . ." Oh ! . what a contrast ! The father of 
Marguarite abashed, and dismayed, at that 
häppiness, that boundless extacy, which 
pervaded her very soul, as she cherished 
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that type of ex^ellence which sought an 
asylum in her arms." 

During this recital Annette wept; the 
Chevalier appeared in deep thought; the 
Count clasped his hands, seeming ta ad- 
mire the fortitude of M^rguarite; and the 
Dommican was evidently much confused. 
Nor was Paulina less affected than her re- 
latives : a thousand times she pressed the 
Chevalier's hand to her lips, while her 
Streaming eyes displayed that mixture of 
joy, and of anxiety, which mingied in her 
tender heart. 

At length Annette recovered sufEciently 
to enquire what had hecome of her pareht. 

" He.is safe," said Marguärite; ^^ the 
worthy Philip is in no danger. When he 
came to my aid, he was weak and pallid j 
yet was he able to overcome that wretch, 
whose blood congealed at the approach pf 
virtue. Your parent lost no time in se- 
curing the -blood- thirsty Anselmo, who was 
iramediately conveyed to the camp near 
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Wdistaü, in ^^cfa he remained during that 
and the following day, 

" Tlfce bcHly of his driver w<ö his compa« 
uon; k was sooa rocognised to-bedutvil« 
Jbin Sceph^o, wbo had fbr years been the 
iH^rderous tool o£ R aymond« and W2:% the 
shaoi prkst that m^ied him to Anoette.'' 

*^ He i&erited his fate/' sald the Count) 
^^ it was with ieemiag delight he annousced 
that wh^ch then awaited me. But, brx>ther, 
lore vs}U &];g€t our acumpi^ties^ ^oul in f uture 
yle iot acte of Jki^id^e^/' 

" Brother I^exclaimedMarguaritc. " Just 
Gx)d ! can ibis be the Count de Su Hilaire! !!" 
' ^^ £ven so,'' aaswered the Count, xnoum- 
fully. 

The Chevalier bent down his head^ and, 
;is ihe blush of contrition warmed his vA- 

V. 

tbered cheek» uttered a l^eavy sigb. 

<< Who shall controulthe ways of Frovi- 
d^nce !" said Marguaritet ^^ My eser- 
'tlons the» were vain; you feil into the 
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What exerdons ?" rcplied the Count. 

The worthy Alice reparted to me, that, 
atboTit a month ago, much conver&ation had 
paisaed between Anselmo» aad my itosbsuids 
veganfimg mj brather*in-^kw j aiso thsiJt 
borh were abend: to proceed to ttie capital 
of Fraocü) for the purpoae of accusing him 
before the new gov^nment^ of secret en» 
dearours to undermine the secarUy of the 
State* Understanding that you was th^ at 
Paris^ I wrote ^nder cover to a friend, 
czntiomng you as to the plot in agi« 
tation j and, directing, that, if you should 
have teft Paris, my lütter «hould be direct- 
ed to your Steward Le Puy j from whose 
liands it was probable you would receive 
it safe- Doubtless, from what I now see, 
my letter miscarried.' ' 

The Count was much agitated: he now 
recoUected the letter which liad been seen 

■v. 

at Geneva; and lamented that he häd not 
summonfid up resolution sufficient to de* 
mand It of the pffice-keeper« Upon furthet. 
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reflection, however, he considered that cir- 
cumstance to have been peculiarly fortu- 
nate, since it had led to a termination of 
those difficulties which had often burthened 
bis mind ; while, at the same time, the un- 
happy course in which his brother had too 
long indulged, seemed likely to be quitted, 
for more secure, as well as more honour- 
able, pursuits. 

^* I cannot yet iinderstand many parts of 
Marguarite's narration, nor of the reasons 
for your having confined Annette in that 
loathsome dungeon/* 

. " Brother, it would require much time 
to State all the particulars on which Mar- 
guarite's conduct has been founded ; they 
are, however, well known to Annette ; who, 
when I may have retired from this world of 
troubles, will aid in detailing them to you; 
so* that nothing may be left unexplained. 
SufEce it to say, that the person who was 
known to her by the name of Letour, was 
-HO other than the Chevalier de Meuron.*' 
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Albert stärted ! **The Chevalier de 
Meuron! — my long lost pareuti — säy,— 
^peak, Raymond! teil me I conjure you 
what is become of him? — whcre is he?'* 
. ^^ He was my bosoui-friend,'' answered 
the Chevalier, " but» unhappily^ .we werc 
alike addicted to gantbUng« Having lostour 
last Louis> we were compelled to supporc 
ourselves by levying contributions upon 
our neighbours. For some. rime we suc- 
ceededy and were far from being suspected$ 
but &ome untoward cirGumstances attracted 
the attention of the magistrates, who caused 
US to be apprehended. Driven to despair» 
we made a most determined resistance^ and^ 
after a desperate struggle, e&caped fron) the 
l^nds pf justice to these mountaifis i where 
we joined a hardy band of marauders who 
had, with great labour,^ construqted this im« 
penetrable fortress« M y exploitssoon attract- 
ed their notice, and I was chosen to be the 
head of their assodation. 

^' It was aa invariable regulatioa that no 

TOL. III. KT 
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women should be allowed admis^on among 
US. That regulation had been twice broken 
bj Meuron. He again defied our laws, 
andy notwichstanding all I could urge, in- 
vaded the peace of a worthy family, bj sor 
dudng the amiable Annette from her happy 
abode. W hen it was announced to me 
that she was within the caverns, and in a 
State of insensibility, I caused her to be 
conveyed to that dungeon, as the most se- 
eure place in which she could be deposited. 
^^ Meuron was not long in discovering 
where she was concealed, and, in the most 
abandoned, Jicentlous männer, treating my 
authority with contempt, was proceeding 
to force his way into the dungeon, when I 
arrived in time to arrest his progress. His 
heated spirit was uncontroulable! In the 
moment of exasperation he drew forth a 
pistol, and levelled it at my breast« I en-. 
deavoured to disarm him, but in Vain: he 
retained a firm hold of the weapon, which, 
as he feil iü our contest» went off^ and 
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todged it's Contents in his body. He was 
taken to the armoury, where in a few mi- 
nutes he expired ! " 

" Poor Meuron!'* exclaimed the Count. 
Albert was overpowered with grief, . and 
sank nearly senseless into a chair. 

Are you certain,'* said the Count, 

that Philip was in every instance correct ? 
his conduct appears liable to much suspi* 
cionj and yet *' 

" Heis innocent," replied the Chevalier, 
" Hiilip is a hero! Ah! how shall I re* 
quite his kindness, his fidelity ! Would to 
God I could say they were duly bestowed! 
But, brother, your forgiveness will ease my 
fall, and silence every groan." 

« Really," said Father Gregoire, *« Phi- 
lipps whole conduct seems very contradictory 
to what you have uttered : to say the least, 
his foUowing you fVom Geselbach was 
highly criminaL'f 

*' By no means, Father j" answered the 
Chief: ** he was not privy to the rescue; 
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in lieu of aiding therem» he exerted him* 
8elf, in the most determined manuer, to pre* 
vent my escape. When, hx conscquence of 
my weakness, our party slackened their 
pace» sending Annetee forward with my 
brother to the fortress» Philif was seen at a 
distance pursumg ns, my men woxild bave 
killed him; but I gave positive orders he 
^houid not be hurt. Such^ however, was 
the fury with which tbat fsdthful servaiit 
attacked our rear, that in the momentof 
anger, and, |ndeed in seif defence, four of 
tbem drQw their swords, when Philip, after 
jperforming such heroic feats as chaUenge 
cooip^ition, feil from his horse, weakened 
by loss of blood. He was conveyed to that 
habitation, whence he rushed forth to Mar- 
guarite's assistance. I took every care that 
b^sbould be duly attended; but the good 
man's heart would soon have broken : hq 
languished, and in spite of giy best wishes, 
^d proffered friendship, was bending his 
' ^owards a better wprld. Notbing 
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could have raised him firom the bed of 
despondency, but the voice of distress/' 

Pierre now returned : he was accompa • 
nied by Philip, whose head and remainiiig 
arm were swathed in bandagcs. 1 he old 
inan*s eye seemed to renew it's fire as he 
beheld the Ipvely Annette; who, darting 
forward as she saw htm approach, threw 
herseif befbre him and embraced his knees. 
The Veteran dropt a tear on her up4ifted 
countenance, and, raising her from the Po- 
sition she had assumed, fondled her to his 
heart. 

♦* My honoured master yet lives,^ s^id 
he ; " God be praised ! * 

" Ye-s Philip,'' aüswered the Count, 
" and hope yet to enjoy many a ycar, tö 
reward your bravery and fidelicy. Father 
Gtegoire assures me that the Countess is 
out of danger, and -" 

« The Countess !" 

*' Yes, Philip; my lady: the intendeä 
mistress of Annette — but now her sister." 
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« Why IS not he we call Raymond, Couni 
de St. Hilaire?*' 

' " No, Philip ;" Said the Chevalier, « that 
is the Count j he is my brother. . It was to 
him you should have delivered those let- 
ters: you meant well; but acted incautious- 
ly. Heaven has ordained all for the best : 
had my brother received those letters, I 
should have suffiered; (for he could not 
have saved me irom die just resentment of 
the World,) and that vüe Dominican would 
have escaped the punishment which now 
^waits him." 

The Dominican smiled contemptuously. 

" Who dares to touch a hair of Ansei« 
mo's head?" said he, in a taunting, insolent 
xnanner. 

Marguarite was enraged, and would 
again have attacked him, but Ibr the inter« 
posidon of Pierre and the Almoner, who 
restfained her rather forcibly. Paulina too 
threw her arms around her mother, and 
cohjured her to forbear. 
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" Think you, Father," said the Cheva- 
lier, " that you can evade ihe sentence of 
the law? Can the murderer qf Etnanuel 
be pardoned?" 

IVIarguarite was violently agitated at the 
mention of her lost brotherj she retired to 
a seat to give vent to her tears, and sought 
consolation in the embrace of her amiable 
daughter. 

*' Who dares tö violate the privileges of 
St. Gal?'' replied the Dominican. ** Know 
ye not, that it's votaries possess the power 
ta crush such as have the audacity to mo- 
leW them ? M'ho is to prove that I stabbed 
Emanuel? or who is there bold enough to 
declare it ? But, why do I suffer this de- 
tention? rekase me fromthisbondage,or — ** 

" Patience, Father, patience: it is fit you 
be relieved« — ^I know the power of St. Gal ; 
and I foresee, that, notwithstanding all your 
crimes, the dread of retaliation will cause 
your accusers to tremble, and to hold aloof. 
Yes, Father, all this I know : my generöus ^ 
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brother will forget his wrongs — the injur^d 
Marguaritc will pine in sorrow — the lovely 
Paulinä will check the zeal of Pierre» and 
the pious Gregoire would blusb to 8ee a 
priest condemned for murder ! Tes, An- 
selmo, you may well triumph ; bat, recoU 
lect, there is yet a tribunal before Mhich 
y our offences will be tried : recollecf» I say ^ 
there is yet on earth one man who has re« 
soived upon your death/' 

*^ My death! — ^who dares to karbour 
such a thought ?" 

^^ Approach^ Anselmo, and I will whis- 
per the harne of him who seeks your life." 

Anselmo appeared surprised; and» not- 
withstanding his assumed hauteur» was evi- 
dently alarmed : he stooped ferward to re-- 
ceive the unwelcome informationj when 
the Chevalier^ raising himself in the bed» as* 
though to whisper in his ear, drew a po- 
niard frqm his vest, and stabbed the Donü- 
nican to the heart. 

Anselmo expired without a groan! 
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" *'i'is done/* saad the Chevalier rrium- 
phantly, •* and St. Gal may now defend 
it*s idol. Canonize bim, and raise a 
shrine to the Holy Father, St. Ansehno !" 

The ChevaÜer sank on bis piliow; he 
appeared to be in an extacy of delight : hold- 
ing forth one band to the Count, who was 
now supported on the side of the bed by 
Pierre and Paulina, he commended them tö 
his favottr and protection. Turning to Fa- 
ther Gr^^oire, he offered his.other band; re- 
questing that Marg^arice mtght be agwi 
received into the convent of St. Dennis. 

The piotts Almoner, perceiving the Che- 
valier was at the last extremity, bastened to 
administer the extreme unction; which ce- 
l'emony was scarcely performed, before the 
unfortunate chief^ casting around his eye^» 
as though to enjöy the termination of hb 
sins, as^weli as the forgiveness ofthose whom 
he, had injuted» eagerly grasping the hsinds 
of the Count and the Almoner^ suc- 
cumbed in silence to that inevitable iate 
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which preys on mortality, and liberates the 
spirit from the flesh. 

The whole party were affected in the 
extreme: they retired to the great hall, 
where, in a short time, the arrivals of various 
gentlemen were announced. St, Julien^ 
hearing by an express sent off by Robert, 
that the place was taken, and that the 
Count was living, had instantly caused the 
Countess and Doctor Lorrain to accompa- 
ny him in the coach to Walstat, arriving 
there in little more than threehours ; whence, 
leaving his sister under charge of the'Doc- 
tor, he rode on horseback to the fortress. 
Nothing could exceed the joy which per- 
vaded the minds of these friends. 

It appeared, that, after lodging the Do- 
minican under a guard in the camp, Mar- 
guarite had dispatched a Courier separateily 
to Father Gregoire, who received the suib- 
mons after he had retired to rest. He in- 
stantly quitted Geselbach, desiring Avril 
not to disturb the rest of the family, but to 
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inform them in the morning bf the cause of 
his departure. 

The Almoner had travelied during the 
greater part of that night, and had arrived 
in time to see Paulina and Marguarite at 
Pierre*s tent, before the sally was made from 
the garrison. At that moment he retreated 
with Päulina, undcr the escort of Philip, 
who would willingly, had his strength al- 
lowed, have rushed among the banditti. 
So soon as they were defeated, he accom« 
panied Paulina, and the Almoner, to the 
head of the line> and aided in guarding the 
Dominican, who had, during the engage- 
ment, been left chained to a tre;? . Mar- 
guarite had concerted the whole plan of at- 
tack with Pierre, whom she left .to conduct 
the main body to that outlet whence they 
had formerly escaped with Doctor and 
Madame Vaison y while she herseif led a 
division into the fortress, through that in- 
tricate passage from which the sally had 
been madet It had been previously settled,^ 
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that she should remain unknown ; and, that 
the Dominican, Father Gregoire, and Pau- 
lina, should appear, according to precon- 
certed Signals^ whenever it iriight appear 
necessary. 

While waiting in the Chamber adjoining 
to the bath, the Agnus that was suspended 
from the neck of Father Gr^oire had acci»» 
dentaliy slipt out from its place of conceal* 
mentj and met the eye of Paulina. The 
poor girl was in extacy; she suddenfy 
knek down j and, after repeating a fervent 
prayer to the Vifgin^ kissed the well knowti 
type of innocence with eager agitatioii« 
Father Gregoire completed her joy by pre* 
senting her with the object of her regard; 
and before he ascended the stairs, wfaen 
summoned by the appropriate signal, threw 
his mantle over her head, in order that she 
mighit not be too suddenly recognized by 
that parent, from whom she had been con* 
ceafed during ten years by the Dominican, 
who thus kept the means of future aggran- 
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di:feement within bis own power ; biU whose 
fluctuations of vjce^ weakness, and timidity, 
had, happily^ been the means of placiag her 
under the Count's protection. He was the 
sport of contrary passions: at one time am- 
bition swelled that heart, which was as 
speedily subdued by remorse^ and appre« 
hension. 

Monsieur Vaison now arrived: he was 
from home, at Raperswil^ when bis bro- 
ther wrote him from Lucerne, and hearing 
6f the intention t<) attack the banditti^ bad 
posted to Walstat, that the besiegers might 
avail themselves of bis ample Knowledge of 
the caverns, in making their attacks : he^ 
indeed; came too late to be of Service, but 
had the gratification of iinding, that bis ne« 
phew Robert had been instrumental in the 
success of the enterprize. 

On that same evening, the bbdy of the 
Dominican was placed on the hier which 
had been used as a cpnveyance for his in* 
tended victim; while the remaihs of the Che* 
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valier were deposited in the coffin hö had 
prepared for the Count. The former was 
sent ta St. Gal ; and the latter, under charge 
of the brave and faithful Philip, was con- 
veyed in a solemn manner to Appenzel, 
whither the whole proceeded to attend it$ 
interment. 

In the mean while, the fortress of Walstat 
was left in charge of the victors ; and, being 
mined in various parts, was blown up and 

destroyed. 

The Count caused the property of his 
latc brother to be shared among those 
chiefly entitled theretöj and, after leaving 
a fund at Appenzel for the celebration of 
masses for the repose of the Chevalier's soul, 
accompanied St. Julien and Albert ta 
Vienna. 

The Almoner reconducted Marguarite 
to St. Dennis, attended by the two brothers, 
Vaison and Lorrain ; also by Robert, Pierre, 
and Paulina : thr two latter were, after a 
due interval of mounung, joined at the 
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altar, and settled at Baden, near the wörthy 
Vaison j whose lady was overjoyed, both at 
the deliverance of Paulina, and at the ac- 
qnisition of so amiable an addition to their 
family. 

The joy of Avril was unbounded, when 
he percelved that his master was no longer 
subject to the stratagems of the " Domimi* 
kum'^ The good fellow was nearly frantic 
"with exultadon. Nor was he less pleased 
at finding that his mutilated companion had 
been completely exculpated from the several 
charges alleged against him. Ambrose was 
again taken into the Count's Service, in con« 
sideration of the information he had given 
to Marguaritej though he had peremptorily 
refused to aid her in pursuing the crafty 
priest. The poor fellow was not to blame : 
nature had neglected to supply him with 
courage, while she had bestowed on him a 
ftuperabundance of folly and superstition. 

So soon as Philip and Annette had settled 
whatever related to the Chevalier's afiairs, 



280 THE D0MINICA>^: 

by whkb the latter became possessed of a 
hrge property in ready money, tbey hired a 
vehicle, and proceeded by easy stages to 
Constance, where . they wer« joyfulty re- 
ceived by Jaqueline; who was delighted at 
dieir.good fortunejbut declined leaving her 
fiative place« She now explained, that the 
Aide-Majoi' had offered Philip's lietter at her 
house^ but that she had declined rteceiving 
it, under the opinion that it came from 
some gallant of Annette 's. *Her behaviour 
tQwards Robert was likewise accounted for^ 
by her having Seen Pierre j who oncecalkd,, 
while Annette was from home, but was de- 
nied admittance. The resemblance be- 
tween the cousins was suiEciently strong to 
authorize a person advanced in years, as 
Jaqueline was, mistaking one, for the other. 
Finding the old woman determined to re- 
inain at Constance^ Philip supplied her with 
all she wanted ; when, having arranged 're- 
giarding an amipity be settled on her, and 
paid a mournful visit to the cemctery of 
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St. Bernard, he departed with Annette for 
Vienna ; at which place they were wel- 
comed with unbounded joy, and gratitude, 
by the Count'sfamily; in which, for aught 
that is known to the cöntrary, they continue 
as inmates; assiduous to please their no- 
ble patrons, and universally respected and 
beloved. 
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